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King, Queen visit embassy 
in Washington 

WASHINGTON (Petra) — Their Majesties King 
Hussem and Queen Noor visited the Jordanian 
Embassy in Washington where the King met with 
U.S. Assistant Secretary of State Thomas Pickering. 
Bilateral relations as well as developments in the Mid- 
dle East peace process and other regional issues were 
discussed. The King, who was received at the 
embassy by Jordan’s .envoy to Washington Marwan 
Muasber and embassy officials, reassured them about 
his health. 
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Majali meets deputies today 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Abdul Sal am 
Majali will hold a meeting with Lower House 
deputies today to discuss various issues, including the 
ongoing water crisis which has sparked a nationwide 
panic. Deputy Abdullah Jazi told the Jordan Times. 
Many deputies expect Parliament's two-month-old 
extraordinary session to end in the coming week or 
two. The House will then go into recess until the 
beginning of the second ordinary session, usually held 
at the end of November or beginning of December. 
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Saudis, Yemenis 
meet over 
joint border 

RIYADH (AFP) — Saudi 
Arabia and Yemen held 
talks Monday evening in 
Jeddah on demarcating their 
border following clashes 
last month on the disputed 
island of A1 Duwayima in 
the Red Sea. The meeting of 
the Saudi- Yemeni commit- 
tee on border demarcation 
was the first since the July 
}9 clash and the 11th since 
it was set up in 1995. After 
the clash in which three 
Yemeni soldiers were 
killed, the two countries 
signed an agreement to 
avoid recourse to force to 
resolve the dispute. The 
land border between Saudi 
Arabia and Yemen has 
never been properly drawn 
and their maritime border 
still has to be settled. The 
two countries agree in 1995 
to renew an accord dating 
from 1934 under which 
Yemen ceded to its neigh- 
bom the provinces of As sir, 
Najran and Jizan. 

Lebanon to send 
official to Baghdad 

BEIRUT (AFP) — 
Lebanon has derided to 
appoint an official at its 
closed embassy in Baghdad 
and is calling an Iraq to do 
the same in Beirut, Iraqi 
ambassador in Jordan Noun 
Ismail said Tuesday. 
“Lebanon wants to name a 
civil -servant at its embassy 
in Baghdad, which is cur- 
rently closed, to handle con- 
sular and commercial serf 
vices" Ismail told reporters 
after talks here with Foreign 
Minister - Fares Bweiz. 
Ismail srid Bweiz “wanted 
the [Iraqi] government to 
reciprocate by appointing a 
civil servant to reopen die 
Iraqi embassy in Beirut” 
Lebanon broke off diplo- 
matic relations with Iraq 
after the 1994 assassination 
of an Iraqi opposition figure 
in Beirut in which Iraqi 
diplomats were implicated. 

Arab League 
pledges support for 
anti-terror forum 

CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab 
League condemned Tues- 
day the bondi attacks on the 
U.S. embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania and pledged 
its support for an interna- 
tional and-terrorism confer- 
ence. The 22-member 
league expressed its condo- 
lences to the families of the 
victims of Friday's bomb 
blasts and 1 to the govern- 
ments of Kenya, Tanzania 
and the United States. In a 
statement, it also expressed 
its support for an interna- 
tional conference “to fight 
this - dangerous phenome- 
non,” recalling a meeting of 
Arab minis ters in March 
urging regional and interna- 
tional cooperation cm terror. 
The death toll in the bomb- 
ing of the U.S. embassy in 
Nairobi has risen to 211, 
while 10 people died in Dar 
Es Salaam. 

Iraq develops 
checkpoint facilities 
at Iran border 

Baghdad (R) — Iraq 

will open a redeveloped 
checkpoint complex on the 
border with former foe Iran 
later this month, the Iraqi 
press reported on Tuesday. 
The enlargement of the 
Mumhuiya complex is 
bring seen as a sign of the 
growing thaw, in relations 
between the two countries, 
who fought a bitter right- 
year war in the 1980s. The 
implex will be opened by 
fraqi Vice. President Taha 
Yassin Ramadban on 
August 20, according to the 
reports. “The Iraqi authori- 
ties ■ adopted measures to 
help allow 3,000 Iranian 

visitors per week to the holy 
places m Iraq” the weekly 
Al Ettehad said. 


King dismisses speculations 
over succession as ‘nonsensical’ 

‘Succession rests in the hands of 
my brother whom I have chosen 
over others many years ago’ 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Tuesday dismissed specula- 
tion concerning succession 
to the Throne as “nonsensi- 
cal” 

“As far as the succession 
is concerned, it rests in the 
hands of my brother (His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan), whom 1 
have chosen over others 
many years ago, and who 
has shouldered his respon- 
sibilities and performed his 
duties fully” King Hussein 
said in a telephone inter- 
view with Randa Habib, the 
Amman-based correspon- 
dent for Radio Monte Carlo 
and Agence France Presse. 

“All this talk, in fact is out 
of line, coming it seems 
from many out there whose 
objective has always been 


to attack us in some form or 
another, and to make us 
appear weaker” King Hus- 
sein said in the interview on 
the 46th anniversary of his 
accession to the Throne. 

The international press 
and Arabic press based 
abroad have published 
reports and analyses specu- 
lating on the fixture of the 
Jordanian Throne. 

Time and Newsweek 
magazine as well as leading 
newspapers in Britain and 
the U.S. in addition to 
dailies in the Arab World 
and abroad have all written 
articles that speculated on 
the future of Jordan after 
King Hussein and claimed 
that there was competition 
in the Royal family over 
succession. 

An article in Newsweek 


by Edward Said in which he 
made accusations against 
the Kingdom especially 
angered Jordanians. 

In the interview with 
Radio Monte Carlo the 
King said that all he wished 
for is that the “Hashemite 
family continue to serve 
and build and to be a signif- 
icant factor in uniting the 
people.” 

“All the issues that may 
be surrounded by specula- 
tion or anxiety will have the 
right answers in the right 
time,” the King said. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor^ 
who is accompanying the' 
King during his stay at the 
Mayo Clinic in Minnesota, 
on Monday told CNN in an 
interview that media specu- 
lation about succession was 
sensationalist and prema- 


ture. 

She said the King “could 
be with us for decades to 
come.” 

“He sees this (his illness) 
as another struggle of the 
many struggles that he has 
bad to face in his life and 
one that he is determined to 
overcome and vanquish,'" 
the Queen said. 

In the interview with AFP 
the King said his health was 
far better than when he was 
admitted to hospital on July 
14. The King starts a new 
round of chemotherapy to 
treat a lymphoma today. 

In the wide ranging inter- 
view the King said he was 
disturbed by the stumbling 
Middle East peace process. 

“The issue at hand is far 
bigger and its dangers are 
real. Those who speak in a 



His Majesty King Hussein hugging His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, in 1995 (File photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


language of war do not 
realise the meaning of war.'" 
be said. 

But he added: “This does 
not mean the answer is in 
our hands, the answer is in 
the hands of Israel and its 
government.” 

He warned that “we might 


face uncomfortable devel- 
opments not only affecting 
us, but rather all others in 
the region ” 

Asked to comment on the 
recent developments in the 
Kingdom associated with 
the water crisis, the King 
said that he “was deeply 


disturbed by attempts at 
covering up the defects 
which should be exposed. 

“We should act with full 
transparency so that we can 
correct our mistakes,” the 
King said. 

(Continued on page 1) 


Anani says Jordan, Iran agree on 
Jerusalem, differ on peace process 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Deputy 
Prime Minister fa- Develop- 
ment Affairs and Foreign 
Minister Jawad Anani Tbes- 
day returned home after a 
three-day official visit to ban 
during which he conveyed a 
message from His Majesty 
King Hussein to Iranian Pres- 
ident Mohammad Khatami 
dealing with bilateral rela- 
tions, regional and interna- 
tional issues of common con- 
cern. 

In a statement made to Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra 
Anani said he held talks with 
ministers of foreign affairs, 
economy, finance and indus- 
try, as well as speaker of foe 
Sboura Council on means of 
enhancing bilateral relations 
in all fields. 

Speaking to Jordan Televi- 
sion after his arrival, Anani 
said Jordan and Iran share the 
.same views on die issue of 
Jerusalem. 


Hie two countries consider 
the Israeli measures to Judaise 
the Arab city of Jerusalem, 
and the practices against the 
Arab population in the Holy 
Arab City to be totally unac- 
ceptable and illegal,” adding 
that they should not affect the 
final status negotiations on 
Jerusalem. 

Regarding the peace process 
.however, Anani said foe two 
sides have different views. “I 
explained Jordan’s position on 
foe Middle E3St peace process 
and its importance, in flridinnn 
to the circumstances winch 
foe brothers in Iran should be 
made aware of,” be added. 

On foe significance of his 
visit to Tehran. Anani said bis 
visit cranes in foe heel of His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan 's visit to Tehran 
December last year. 

The Crown Prince’s visit to 
Tehran has paved foe ground 
fra i m pr o ving foe relations 


between the two countries, 
which have remained unstable 
since foe end of the 1970s, 
Anani noted. 

He added that he discussed 
with Foreign Minister Kamal 
Kharazi means of overcoming 
foe obstacles facing foe devel- 
opment of Jordaman-lranian 
relations, and that both coun- 
tries have demonstrated a gen- 
uine desire to develop these 
ties. Anani said he extended 
an imitation to his banian 
counterpart to visit Jordan, 
voicing hope that the visit wiD 
materialise. Anani also dis- 
cussed with his Iranian coun- 
terpart I ranian - Arab differ- 
ences. particularly between 
Iran and foe United Arab Emi- 
rates (UAE)o\ter foe three dis- 
puted islands, and explained 
foe Arab position, which calls 
for discussing the matter at foe 
International Court of Justice. 

Anani said foe I ranian side 
is wining to develop its rela- 


tions with its Arab neighbours 
and settle all pending differ- 
ences with them. 

On his way bade home, 
Anani made a short stop-over 
in Manama, Bahrain, where 
he met with Sheikh Issa Ben 
Salman A 1 Khalifa, foe 
Bahraini Crown Prince, and 
Prime Minister Sheikh Khali- 
fa as well as the Bahraini for- 
eign minister. He conveyed to 
them the greetings of His 
Majesty King Hussein, 
Crown Prince Hassan. foe 
Regent, and Prime Minister 
Abdul Salam Majah. 

Anani reviewed with senior 
Barhaini officials die current 
Arab situation, foe Middle 
East peace process and briefed 
them on foe outcome of fcds 
talks in Tehran. 

He also agreed with senior 
Bahraini officials to convene a 
meeting of the Joint Higher 
Tm rlanian -'R ahrami Commit- 
tee in November. 


Israel reluctantly agrees to U.N. . 
talks on nuclear arms materials 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israel 
announced Tuesday that it was 
dropping its opposition to foe 
launch of U.N. negotiations on 
banning production of nuclear 
weapons materials, lifting foe 
last obstacle to foe talks. 

But Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu empha- 
sised that Isael supported the 
talks only on condition that an 

eventual treaty would not 
require foe country to agree to 
international inspections erf its 
midear facilities. 

“We made it clear that our 
support for the establishment 
of foe committee does not 
mdieatft foal we are taking a 
position an the treaty and is 
contents,” Netanyahu 

informe d foe United States, his 
office said in a statement. 

Israel was foe last member 
of the conference withholding 
support for establishment of 
foe Fis si le Material Cut-off 
Treaty (FMCD negotiating 
committee and had been under 


intense U.S, pressure to join 
foe initiative. 

Netanyahu insisted that 
Israel would not allow interna- 
tional intervention in its 
weapons affair s due to foe 
threats in foe region. 

“We made it dear to foe 
United States that Israel has its 
own considerations which are 
uniq ue to its situatio n in die 
region,” foe statement said. “In 
light of this, we will need clas- 
sifications from foe United 
States.” 

Netanyahu said Israel would 
discuss with foe United States 
its “fundamental problems 
with foe treaty" which propos- 
es a supervised ban an the pro- 
duction of plutonium and 
highly emkhed u ra pn^p 1 used 
for makim; nuclear weapons. 

Netanyahu's decision 
appeared designed id avoid 
angering the United States, 
T ygghily at a time of high UB. 
frustration over the frozen 
peace process, while allowing 


Israel IO maintain its policy of 
ambiguity about its own 
nuclear capability. 

Israel has never publicly 
acknowledged having nuclear 
weapons bur press reports say 
foe country has built between 
100 and 200 nuclear warheads 
at Dimona, in foe Negev 
Desert of southern Israel 

A Netanyahu spokesman 
said Yosef Lamdan, Israel's 
representative id foe 61-oation 
U.N. Conference on Disarma- 
ment (CD) in Geneva, would 
f ormall y announce later Tues- 
day its decision to allow die 
creation of an ad hoc commit- 
tee to stait negotiations on the 
FMCT. 

Israelis across die political 
spectrum supported the gov- 
ernment opposition to inspec- 
tions of suspected Israeli 
weapons sites. 

“If it’s possible to sign the 
treaty wifoout harming Israel's 
deterrence abilities. I'm in 
favour;’ said foe head of foe 


left-wing Meretz Party, Yossi 
Sand. 

Israel opposes opening its 
Dimona nuclear facility to 
international inspectors who 
under a future FMCT pact 
would be called on to monitor 
foe storage of nuclear related 
materials in signatory states. 

Other CD participants had 
expected an Israeli response 
last week but a plenary session 
to bear the derision was 
delayed as Israel pursued 
negotiations with foe United 
Stales on the issue of inspec- 
tions. 

The UN. body has been Dry- 
ing for years to launch foe cut- 
off negotiations on a cut-off 
treaty but new life was injected 
into the effort earlier this 
month when Pakistan 
announced that it was agree to 
participate in foe talks. 

Pakistan exploded six 
nuclear devices in May fol- 
lowing a series of similar tests 
by India. 


Annan’s envoy off to Baghdad 
Thursday to try to resolve crisis 


BAGHDAD (R) — The 
United Nations special 
envoy to Iraq will return to 
Baghdad on Thursday to try 
to resolve a standoff 
between foe Iraqi govern- 
ment and U.N. weapons 
inspectors, a UJrf. official 
said on Tuesday. 

Prakash Shah, special 
envoy of U.N. Secretary 
General Kofi Annan in Iraq 
is expected to meet with 
Iraqi officials to discuss an 
Iraqi decision to halt coop- 
eration with foe U.N. Spe- 
cial Commission 

(UNSCOM) in charge of 
Iraq's disarmament. 

“The special envoy, 
Prakash Shah, is returning 
back to Iraq on Thursday,” 
the unidentified official 
said. 

Annan said on Monday 
that Sbab would go back to 
Iraq “with a very firm mes- 
sage urging the Iraqis to 
change their position .” The 
5 8-y ear-old Indian diplo- 
mat was appointed by 
Annan in March to super- 
vise an agreement the U.N. 
chief clinched with Iraq fol- 
lowing a crisis over inspec- 


tion of so-called Iraqi pres- 
idential sites. 

Last week Iraq 
announced that it was sus- 
pending cooperation with 
UNSCOM unless it was 
radically restructured, a 
move foe Security Council 
called “totally unaccept- 
able.” 

UNSCOM halted arms 
inspections of new sites in 
Iraq on Sunday, but U.N. 
experts will continue to 
monitor sites already iden- 
tified by inspectors looking 
for evidence of prohibited 
weapons. 

The current standoff 
began when talks between 
UNSCOM’ s chairman 
Richard Butler and Iraq’s 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Tareq Aziz broke down last 
week. Butler refused to 
comply with a demand by 
Aziz to declare that all 
Iraq's weapons of mass 
destruction had been 
accounted for. 

This would open foe way 
for foe Security Council to 
end tough sanctions on Iraq 
since its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait. 


But Butler said he still 
lacked foe evidence to say 
Iraq had fully complied 
with U.N. Gulf war resolu- 
tions calling for foe scrap- 
ping of its nuclear, chemi- 
cal, biological and ballistic 
missile systems. 

Butler said on Sunday 
foal Iraq was concerned 
about what U.N. arms 
teams might find during 
their inspections. 

A spokesman for foe Iraqi 
Culture and Information 
Ministry . on Tuesday 
accused’ Butler of pursuing 
a hostile American policy 
against Iraq and spying for 
the U.S. Central Intelli- 
gence Agency (CIA). 

“He is committing the 
most dirty terrorist acts 
when he is implementing a 
conspiracy being hatched 
by America which is 
responsible for a genocide 
against foe Iraqi people” 
the spokesman said. 

“He has proved his con- 
nection with foe Central 
Intelligence Agency and foe 
U.S. State Department,” he 
added. 



Iraqis browse through domestic goods that people are trying to sell to raise funds for 
basics such as food and medicine Tuesday in Baghdad. Markets like these have sprung 
up in most open spaces on pavements in the capital (AP photo) 
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Almost 2,000 Palestinian workers 
arrested for entering Israel illegally 


BEERSHEVA (AFP) — 
Israeli police rounded up close 
to 2,000 Palestinian labourers 
Tuesday morning for entering 
the country illegally near the 
.southern city of Beersheva, a 
police spokesman said 
in a routine operation, the 
police set up roadblocks near 
the bonder with the West Bank 
northeast of the desen city in 


Prosecutor 
appointed to 
investigate 
death of 
Palestinian 
prisoner 


JERICHO (.AFP) — The 
Palestinian National Authority 
has appointed a prosecutor to 
investigate the death of a 
Palestinian jail inmate who 
human rights groups allege 
was beaten to death by his 
guards, officials said Tuesday. 

Mohammad AI Dishtawi. 
state prosecutor in the West 
Bank said that Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat had 
ordered him to carry' out a full 
investigation into the circum- 
stances surrounding the death 
on Sunday of Waiid Mahmud 
Al Qawasmi 

“I have ordered an investi- 
gation to see if there was any 
dereliction in the earlier inves- 
tigation of the death and the 
results will be made public in 
the next few days." Dishtawi 
said. 

“The enquiry will investi- 
gate the cause and any suspi- 
cious circumstances surround- 
ing this death. No effort will 
be spared to find the truth and 
to see justice done." he said. 

QuwasmL a 45-year-old 
insurance salesman' from 
Hebron, died while being 
taken from Jericho jail to a 
West Bank hospital. He had 
been imprisoned in July on 
suspicion of financial crimes 
linked to the insurance office 
he managed in Bethlehem. 

Security officials initially 
said that a preliminary exami- 
nation carried out by a prison 
doctor indicated that Qawasmi 
died of heat exhaustion due to 
the -tiWegiw -Centigrade- plus 
temperatures that hit Jericho 
over the weekend 

Bu; die independent Pales- 
tinian Human Rights Monitor- 
ing Group said on Monday 
that witnesses to Qawasmi 's 
subsequent autopsy had seen 
evidence of a beating to the 
head and contended that (he 
prisoner had died of H u brain 
haemorrhage. 

Police said a cut on the pris- 
oner’s head was not deep and 
was caused two weeks earlier 
in a fall. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 

Td. 4775111-19 


PROGRAMME TWO 

15:10 Mr. Bogus Show 

I5:3f) Children's Programme 
— Halfway to Cross the 
Galaxy and Turn Left 
16:00 .The Album Show 


17:00 D*s:. — LKhuaia 

18:15 Acapulco Bay 

19:00 Lc Journal 

19:15 Science Mccazine — E=M6 

19:50 News headlines 

19:35 ....Comedy — Buddies 
20:00 Doc. — Envoy Special 


Maea/inc 


20:30 Faces and Places 

21:10 -KungFu 

22:00 News in English 

22:50 Chscaco Hope 

00:10 End of T.X. 


PRAYER TIMES 


04:27 Jajr 

05:53 (Sunrise iDuha 

12:41 Dhuhr 

16:20 *Asr 

19:29. Maghreb 

21:54 Tsha 


CHURCHES 


St. Mary of Nazareth Church 
; Swrifich. Tel. 5920740 
j .Assemblies of God Church Tel. 

■ 4652785 

i SL Joseph Church Tel. 
‘ 4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
! 4622566 

• Anglican Church Td. 
, 4624855/46248 1 1 . 


the early morning hours to 
catch Palestinians on their way 
to work without permits, he 
added 

“After three hours, we had to 
stop the operation since we had 
no more space to hold the 
almost 2.000 Palestinians." 
Armon Perez, a police 
spokesman for the southern 
district, told AFP. 


All except two of the Pales- 
tinians were released after a 
few ftoure and brought back ro 
the West Bank, he said 
The two Palestinians 
remained in jail since an Israeli 
court had ordered them in the 
past never to enter Israel, Perez 
added. 

Around 50.000 Palestinians 
work legally in Israel and a 


similar number on the black 
market while another 15.000 
work for Israeli employers in 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 

Israeli security has teen on 
alert since July 1 9 when Israeli 
police said they prevented a 
"serious attack* 1 when they 
uncovered what they said was a 
booby-trapped car in the shop- 
ping heart of west Jerusalem. 



Fateh Internet site sparks protests 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AFP) — An Internet site run 
by the Fateh party sparked 
fresh Israeli charges this week 
that the Palestinian leadership 
has not honestly renounced 
calls for Israel's destruction. 

The document, presented as 
a Fateh constitution dating 
back some 30 years, contains 
calls for armed revolution and 
the “eradication of Zionist 
economic, political, military 
and cultural existence.” 

ft also opposes “any political 
solution offered as an alterna- 
tive to demolishing the Zionist 
occupation of Palestine." 

David Bar Ulan, the media 
advisor to Israeli Rime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu, said 
the posting of the document on 
the official site of Arafat's fac- 
tion of the PLO was “outra- 
geous." And he said it justified 
Israel’s demand that as a pre- 
condition for continuation of 
tiie peace process, the PLO 
renew a 1996 decision to can- 


cel clauses in the PLO Charter 
calling for destruction of the 
Jewish state. 

‘This [Fateh] call for the 
destruction of Israel is no dif- 
ferent to the charter of the PLO 
which has still not been abro- 
gated." Bar Ulan said on Israel 
Radio. 

“It contains a refusal to pre- 
pare for peace which can still 
be found in the Palestinian 
Authority schoolbooks and 
Palestinian holiday camps." 
Bar Ilian said 

The Internet address is 

http://www.fateh.org. 

The organiser of the Internet 
site. Fateh central council 
member Sakher Habash. con- 
firmed that the constitution 
remains the official position of 
Fateh even though a big 
majority of the movement's 
members support the Oslo 
peace accords recognising 
Israel's right to exist 

He was also completely 
unrepentant 


“We fFiiiehl are a political 
party and not a government 
The Palestinian government 
may have come to an agree- 
ment with Israel but we have 
not" he said 

‘They [the Israelis) have 
their Likud party and their 
Gush Ermmirn [a right-wing 
religious settler movement! 
which have their own constitu- 
tions and we in Fateh have 
ours." Habash told AFP. 

But other senior Fateh mem- 
bers were more cautious. 

“This is old news," said 
Nabil Amr, Fateh member and 
minister for parliamentary' 
affairs in the new Palestinian 
cabinet insisting the Fateh 
constitution had been 
superceded by the Oslo peace 
accords and subsequent deci- 
sions by higher Palestinian 
bodies. 

“Whatever the constitution 
says we in Fateh remain com- 
pletely committed to the peace 
accords with Israel" he said 
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CYPRUS FIRES DESTROY CAR: British soldiers investigate the scene Tuesday near a burned out car on the 
British base or Episkopi in Cyprus after it was destroyed by flames on Monday night. F ourteen families, includ- 
ing the British forces commander, lost their homes in a raging brush fire around the base (Reuters photo) 


25 rebels killed in 


Algeria — security 


Israel arrests PNA policeman, 11 others 


U.S. embassy bombers acted 
in ‘self-defence’ — Yassin 


GAZA CTTY (API — The 
spiritual leader of the Islamist 
movement Hamas said Tues- 
day he does not know who 
was behind the bombing of 
two U.S. embassies in east 
Africa, but that whoever was 
responsible acted in "self- 
defence." 

“America has placed itself 
by the side of Israel against the 
Arab and Muslim World" 
Sheikh Ahmad Yassin told the 
Associated Press in an inter- 
view. “So it should be no sur- 
prise when people seek 
revenge against this unjust 
American policy." 


Asked about the bombings, 
the 62-year-old sheikh said: “I 
consider what happened self- 
defence by someone who was 
seeking revenge for the injus- 
tice of American policy and 
the destruction it has brought 
on their country.'* 

Israeli and U.S. officials 
have said they were looking 
into possible involvement by 
exiled Islamist and Saudi 
financier Osama Ben Laden. 

Yassin said Hamas knew 
nothing of the bombers' iden- 
tity. “We have no information 
if Ben Laden stands or does 
not stand behind these bomb- 


ings." he said "We have noth- 
ing to do with Osama..He is 
not in our country." 

The sheikh scoffed at U.S. 
investigators, saying “Ameri- 
can intelligence is deluded — 
they do not know who their 
enemy is." 

However, he explicitly 
denied any Hamas involve- 
ment in the attacks. 

“We are not willing to open 
fire on America" he said 
“Our battle is on the land of 
Palestine and we will not take 
it outside... because it does not 
serve our cause nr our peo- 
ple." 


ALGIERS (AFP) — Security 
forces in western Algeria on 
Monday wiped out a group of 
25 armed Islamists suspected 
of being responsible for a 
major civilian massacre, a 
security service spokesman 
said 

Army, police and civilians 
armed by the government 
“annihilated" the armed group 
after trapping diem on Fdmo 
mountain, at the town of Boui- 
hi in the Tlemcen region. 

The group carried out the 
July 25 massacre in Tlemcen 
where 12 villagers at Oulcd 
Khalil had their throats slit and 
were mutilated the 
spokesman said. 

A previous report put the toll 
at 20. 

After the operation security 
forces seized 20 machine pis- 
tols, a Bren gun. a shotgun and 
an automatic pistol, the same 
source said, adding that gov- 
ernment troops were continu- 
ing to hunt down members of 
the group. 

It was the biggest success 
for government troops since 
last months killing of the 
GIAN leader Hocine Flicha. 
and 10 of his men. at 


Bouzarea outside of Algiers. 

A slx-mcinber United 
Nations delegation visited the 
site of the atrocity at Ouled 
Khalil as part of a 1 2-day fact- 
finding mission which fin- 
ished last week. 

The latest assault brought 
the number of armed Islamists 
reported to have been killed in 
western Algeria in the last few 
days to 50. 

Security forces killed 25 
armed Islamists in the west of 
the country, where a number 
of massacres left more than 50 
dead in recent weeks, local 
press reported Monday. 

Nineteen armed Islamists 
died during an army operation 
stilt under way in the areas of 
Tiaret and Saida where vil- 
lage massacres July 26 and 
August 2 left around 30 dead, 
the dailies L'Authentiquc and 
Le Quotidien d'Oran said. 

L'Authcmique attributed the 
massacres to the AI AJioucI 
wing of the Armed Islamic 
Group (GIA). 

The other six Islamists were 
killed Saturday in Medea, in 
the south. La Nouvellc 
Republique reported. 


DAHARIYAlAFP) — Israeli police rounded up 12 West Bank 
Palestinians Tuesday, including a policeman, in a sweep against 
car thieves, a police' spokesman said. Some 300 policemen and 
border guards participated in the early morning raids on three 
villages around Dahariya, an area near the southern tip of the 
West Bank considered a centre for rings which steal cars in 
Israel, said police spokesman Ofer Sivnn. Those detained 
included a Palestinian policeman who is an officer with the 
Pidetfinian-Israeli liaison unit in Dahariya. Atef Wareidet he 
said. j 


Iranians protest at Pakistani embassy 


TEHRAN t AFP) — The family of an Iranian journalist feared 
kidnapped by the Taleban militia in Afghanistan gathered out- 
side the Pakistani embassy here Tuesday to demand Islamabad's 
intervention to secure his release. Mahmoud Sarcmi. a corre- 
spondent with the official IRNA news agency. Is believed to 
have been captured along with 10 diplomats in a raid by the 
Taleban militia on Sarunday against the Iranian mission in 
Mazar-i-Sharif. once a key opposition stronghold in northern 
Afghanistan. Iran says the 1 1 have been transferred to the Tale- 
bun stronghold of Kanghanistan. but the militia denies holding 
them. The rally in Tehran is the find of a series planned to be 
held in from of the Pakistani mission here in protest over Islam- 
abad's support for the Taleban. 


PKK release Turkish mayor 


ANKARA (AFP) — Kurdish separatists have released the 
mayor of Bahccsaray. in Turkey's eastern Van region, whom 
they kidnapped last week, the mayor's office said Tuesday. Nad 
Orhan was freed by his captors in the Kurdish Labour Party 
(PKK) late Monday in the Gurpinar region of Van province, a 
town hall official told AFP by telephone. Orhan was taken to 
local police headquarters in Van after his release. "We are told 
the mavor is in uood healtlC the official said. 


Netherlands shelters Islamist network — report 

■ TL'IDOI I / ACDi f :u. .. r..\ rr.. 


THE HAGUE (AFP) — A core 
group of 300 to 400 Islamists lives in 
the Netherlands whence they provide 
financial and logistical support for ter- 
rorist acts elsewhere, the Telegraaf 
new spaper claimed on Tuesday. 

Among those sheltering in the 
Netherlands arc suspected leaders of 
the Egyptian Islamist group Gamaa 
fclamiya. which was responsible for 
murdering 54 people, mostly tourists, 
during a bloodv attack in Luxor in 


southern Egypt in November last year, 
the popular daily claimed 

The Telegnuf said the information 
was contained in a “detailed invento- 
ry" compiled by the Dutch Internal 
Security Service (BVD). 

Quoting Middle Eastern sources, the 
newspaper said many suspected 
Islamists from Egypt. Sudan. Libya. 
Lebanon and Algeria lived in Amster- 
dam and Eindhoven in south-eastern 
Netherlands under cover of political 


asylum. 

The BVD on Tuesday confirmed 
thai it suspected that a network of 
Islamists, including veterans from the 
Afghanistan war. operated in the 
Netherlands. 

The organisation declined to give 
further details on their investigations 
and a BVD spokesman refused ro link 
any such network to the ai tacks on the 
U.S. embassies in Kenya and T.tnzani:i 
nor in the Sau di-bom millionaire 


Islamist Ossanin Ben Laden, one of die 
potential suspects in Friday's bomb 
blasts. 

“We cannot comment on that ques- 
tion." the spokesman said. 

A spokesman for the justice ministry 
told the Iclcgrtuif that ii was difficult to 
establish wlietlier sympathisers of 
Islamist groups had abused the system 
u* gain political refugee status because 
"involvement in terrorism is very- diffi- 
cult to prove." 


TRIPOLI (AFP) — Libya designated Cuban President Fidel 
Castro the 1998 winner of the “Muammer Qadhafi Human 
Rights Prize." with an award ceremony planned for later this 
month, the official JANA news agency reported Tuesday. The 
agency gave no derails of w hetlier Castro would come to Tripoli 
to receive the award, which includes a cash prize of S250.000 
and is to be toinded down August 30. JANA said the award, 
established in 1 VS9. recognises Castro's "resistance to imperial- 
ism. his struggle in the name of principles, and his courage to 
confront reality, all of which augur a new step forward in the 
people s struggle against hegemony, embargo and aggression." 
According to die news agency, the aw ard ceremony will “group 
work I wide leaders concerned with human rights.’’* 
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SL ATrexn Syrian Orthodox 
Church Td. 771751. 

Amman International Church 
Td. S65S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56$84(U 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Td. S1I295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654932 
St. John the Baptist al Dc la 
Salle College TeL 5661757 
Church of the Annundatioo 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church TeL 
4646138 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
GehTeL 5920146 
The Uniate Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 

Catholic Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
S92679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 771331 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 775261 


hot. winds northerly nji.dcrjic 
to acme, and seas calm. In 
Aqaba. it w;5^ r>c hoi. winds 
northerly moderate, and seas 
calm. 


Amman 21/32 

Aqaha 27/4(1 

Deserts 22/36 

Jordan Valiev 28/4(1 


Yesterday high temperatures: 
Amman 33. Aqaba 4) 
Humidity readings; Amman 
41 per cent. Aqaba 29 per 
cent. 


A) Salam pharmacy 
Yacouh pharmacy .. 
Shmeisani pharmacy 
Naimokh pharmacy 

Najib pharmacy 

IRBID: 

Dr. I&sam Salih. . 

Al Quds pharmaev . 
ZARQA: 

Dr. Ziihoor AI Qadi. . 
Khali fell pharmacy 


4636730 

.4644945 

4637660 

.4623672 

5347632 


Elcclnc Power Co A6363K1 

RJ Right Information 44- 

53200 

Queen Alia Inti Atipnn . .44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


(021272275 

Ihti Al Nafccs Hospital 

(02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Hnya Hospital 

103)3141 1 1 


00:15 Beirut (RJ> 

01:05 Cun' ■ RJ i 

01:30 Dhahran [Add) (RJ> 


246K5X 
(' — l 


.006666 

..9S54I7 


EMERGENCIES 


Following arc the highest tem- 
peratures expected today in 
the follow ire areas: 


Ajlotm 30 

Jerash ?5 

L’m Qays 34 

Madaba 34 

Petra 36 

Dead Sea 42 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of A feteorulnyy 
Temperatures are expected to 
dip slightly becoming around 
average with normal summer 
conditions, prevailing, and 
winds northwesterly moderte 
to active. In Aqaba, it will be 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 


Dr. Abdul M^jid Sha'ir 4391405 

Dr. Hani Ahmad 4394336 

Dr. Adrian ZaghlouL 4&9S I4Q 

Dr. Fattier Bilbebi 5522233 

Firas pharmacy 5661912 

Al Aseraa pharmacy .... 4637055 


Food Control Centre ... 46571 1 1 
Civil Octerw Dqruinvra 5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue ,4 m3i J34 1 

Civil Defence Emergency..... 1**9 

Kc*acPi>ixr i‘C 4621 HI. 4637777 

Fire Brigade 4i*J71()| 

Blood Bank 4775121 

Highway Polite —5343402 

Traffic Police .4N6ri3W 

Public Security Dept 4/i3032l 

Hotel Complains 5605X00 

Pr.oe Complaints 5061 l ~6 

War i. Sewer 0 rpUre- -£4M7J 67 
.Amman Municipality Com- 
plaints .*4' 7 S7lll 

Telephone Information (tlirerfiv 

ty assistance! - 12 1 

Overseas Calb ..- 0Hi2?0 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs. 4623101 

ANJali Tel. Repairs 5661 101 

Jordan Television 477? I ! I 

Radio Jordon 4774111 

Water Authority 56WMC0 

J. Ekctncits Authority 5S156I5 


AMMAN: 

TJie Arab Centre Tit Heart and Spe- 
cial Surgoy >*2 1 IW 

T)r Njinxr.Ahflj ...... 

Hussein Medical Centre TeL 
5N56850 

LurmiLi .. ....4630195 

Khaluli Mjlemuy. 464*12X1/6 

Akilch Maternity. 464244 1/2 

Jnbol Ammon Maicmttv 
4642362 

Molhas. J. Amman 4636I4D 

Palestine. Shmeisani ....560707 1 

Shincisom Hospital 566V 1 3 1 

University Hi*spit,il 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. AKLdi 5664 IhU 6 

lulion. .-\i-Muhojreni 4777KU/3 

Al- Bashir. 4775 1 11/26 

Anny. Mat La JStiloi 5/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 

Anul Ho.piial 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarcja Govt Hospital 

((Wi‘»K3323 

Zarqn N:monu) Hospital 

10*0900560 

Ibn Sina Hospuil (0*4)9X6732 

Al Hiknu Mixlem Hospital 

1091991)99 

IRBID: 

Princess Bastn.1 Hospital 

012)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 


FOR Tin: TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


Tins in Ton] union is supplied 
by Royal JoriLiuinn tRJi inl'.ir- 
m.u n m department .it the 
Queen Alia International A»r- 
pon Td. 144)53200 where it 
shouht always lx: verified, 
liifnniialioii on other llighls 

aic supplied on phone 44 
152700) or 44(53250). 


Other 

IlstM) 

11:30 

12:30 

13:15 

14:10 

14:1(1 

15:05 

16:10 

16:30 

IS:J5 

1H:40... 

19:05 

23:20 

23:40 

(HI: 15 

02:25 

05:15 


FlijihLs 

..Sanaa. Hudaidah (IV) 

Kuwait (KL'i 

Jeddah tSV'i 

Cain • 1 MS t 

Tunis iTL* 

Bahrain rGF) 

Vienna 1OS1 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi (EK) 

Algiers 1 AH) 

Karachi. Ahu bhahi i PKi 

Beirut t\JE) 

Frank tun 'LHl 

Istanbul (TK ? 

Amsterdam iKI.j 

London iBAl 

. .Athens. Beirut iOAt 
Antalr.i tTKj 


hlfl Colombo iRJt 

h30 Dhahran <RJ) 

1'35 Beirut (RJ) 

1:00 New Delhi (RJ I 

1:05 ..Riyadh. Dhahran (RJJ 

1:10 Cairo (RJ I 

1:15 Calcutta. Bangkok f RJ r 

1:21) Bombay (RJ) 

1:45 Bahrain (RJ) 

1:05 ....Dubai. Museal (RJ> 

Sanaa |RJ) 

*:00 Athens (RJ I 


ARRIVALS 


Royal Jortluniun (KJ) 

Highls 

07:00 Damascus t R J > 

09:30 Jeddah 1RJ1 

09{45 Lamaca 1 RJ 1 

09:55 Dub.ii. Abu Dhabi ( RJ 1 

lO:A5 Doha, Bahrain (RJ) 

1 5:55 New Vnrfc. Aiti'tcnJjm ( RJ 1 

17:30 Madrid (RJ) 

18:05 Istanbul <KJ 1 

18:05 Paris (RJ) 

1 8:40 .Brussels. Geneva (RJ) 

19:00 Rome / RJ » 

19:10 .. London. Vienna 1 RJ ) 
19:25 ..Frankfurt, Berlin (RJ) 
19:30 Td Aviv indd) (RJ) 


Royal W'injpi IK\V| 

,0; 2ti Amman iQAIA) 

‘Then proceeds to Marka Air- 
portMRWi 

Aqaba « arminc a; 

Marka Airpun'iKWt 
19:20 Tel Avr, iQAIA 1 -RW, 
2.^50 Amman 1 Marita Air- 
pon 1 «R\V 


Other Flights 

06:35 Lamaca (CYi 

07:30 Paris (AF) 

09:20 Lundon(BA) 

1 1 :3fl Ta'iz. Sanaa ( IY > 

l-:45 Kuwait I KUj 
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17:20 Dubai (EK 1 

20:00. Beirut I ME) ■ 

20:30 Abu Dhabi. Karachi (Pis) : 

00:20 Amalia OKI i 

00:44) DjnLbcus, Amsterdjni *TCL 1 ■ 
03:45 ....Beirut. Athens (OA* : 


DEPARTURES 


LumacafRJ* 

1)9:00 Amsterdam. New Yurk 1 RJ 1 
Rntric 1RJ1 


Istanbul 1 RJ t 


Li-niJiin 1 RJ > 

17:15 Tel Aviv (add) rRJ, 
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Marka Airport (RW) 
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•Airport) (RW) 
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OAlAl (RW) 
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CELEBRATING KING’S ACCESSION DAY: A bus driver Tuesday decorates bis bus with flowers and 
Majesty King Hussein’s pictures to celebrate the 46th anniversary of his rule (Reuters photo) 


Haddadin’s resignation seen as rare 
example for government officials 


Coalition condemns attack on 
journalist as ‘assault’ on freedoms 


ByAfiaShukriHamzeh 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — A coalition of 
opposition political parties and 
the Arab Organisation fa* 
Human Rights in Jordan on 
Tuesday condemned a recent 
attack on die chief editor of A1 
Mithaq weekly, who has been 
critical of past and present 
government policies. 

Both said Sunday’s attack on 
Hattar undermined public free- 
doms and urged authorities to 
help apprehend the assailants. 

In a statement to His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san, die Regent, the coalition, 
led by the influential Islami c 
Action Front party, said the 
attack did not only harm Hattar 
but the image of the country 
and its stability. 


“Since the attack is a nation- 
al matter, we look forward to 
Your Highness’ help and inter- 
vention." it added. 

The 13-member coalition 
and over 40 independent 
human rights activists issued 
the one-page statement after 
meeting late on Monday. 

Four unidentified assailants 
attacked Hattar as be was 
returning to his home in Jabal 
Hussein on Sunday with his 
wife -and 8-year-old son. 

Hattar, a leftist and a vehe- 
ment critic of many past and 
present government officials, 
said he fell unconscious after 
the men beat him on his bead 
with batons. 

He told the Jordan Times he 
was not able do identify any of 
the attackers, including a 
fourth who remained in a taxi 


used in the escape. 

But Hattar 's wife and two 
eyewitnesses provided police 
with descriptions of one of the 
assailants and the name and 
licence plate number of the 
taxi. 

Police officials said the 
name of the taxi company and 
the cars licence plaie were 
forged. They added that they 
were still locking for the 
assailan ts. 

‘The attack on Hattar is part 
of a bigger plot aimed at harm- 
ing Jordan and its existence," it 
said. “It is also a clear assault 
on the general safety and pub- 
lic freedoms granted to all citi- 
zens by the Constitution." 

“We are positive Your High- 
ness will not let this conspiracy 
pass and that you will inter- 
vene personally to help uncov- 


er it’* 

In a statement issued cat 
Monday, Hattar blamed the 
incident on a former prime 
minister, the PLO's Fatah 
movement, a framer govern- 
ment minister, and the Israeli 
embassy in Amman. 

“1 accuse all these sides 
together and individually for 
this cowardly attack, which 
constitutes a clear, message 
against all my writings and 
activities,” Hattar said. 

He said these four parties 
must have been angered by his 
recent articles in A1 Mithaq 
attacking them. 

Hattar has appeared in court 
several times in the past years 
on charges of violating articles 
of the press law and of lese 
majeste, of which he was 
found innocent last November. 


Discovery boosts production at natural gas field 


By Suleiman AJ Khalidi 

Reuters 

AMMAN — The resigna- 
tion of Water Minister 
Munther Haddadin after a 
public outcry over contam- 
inated d rinkin g water was a 
rare case of an official 
being held publicly 
accountable for negli- 
gence, analysts said on 
Tuesday. 

Haddadin's resignation 
on Sunday followed a bar- 
rage of public criticism and 
a hostile press campaign 
after complaints of smelly, 
contaminated drinking 
water: 

While many ministers 
have resigned for personal 
reasons, analysts say Had- 
dadin’s case was a rare one. 

'It i .u -I -1... /■. 


“This incident will 
strengthen public account- 
ability of officials, but it is 
clear we still have a long 
way to handle less easily 
exposed graft and negli- 
gence by civil servants.” 
said one former minister 
who asked not to be 
named. 

Haddadin later admitted 
tests showed extensive 
presence of worms and 
weeds. He said the spread 
of worms was aggravated 
by an unusually hot sum- 
mer which the main treat- 
ment plant — handling 
nearly half the capital’s 
annual water consumption 
— was unable to cope 
with. 

But most Jordanians held 
the minister directly 


responsible. 

A judicial inquiry has 
been ordered by the gov- 
ernment to investigate the 
contamination. 

In a letter to Crown 
Prince Has san. King Hus- 
sein, undergoing cancer 
treatment at a U.S. hospi- 
tal, said officials must act 
with “utmost transparency" 
and be held accountable 
when they neglect their 
public duty. 

“We await the results of 
the committee to know 
who was responsible...and 
to take steps which teach 
people in their posts of the 
necessity to do their duty 
and that there is punish- 
ment," the King said 

Haddadin had negotiated 
a deal for Jordan to be sup- 


plied with water from 
Israel's Lake Tiberias, 
which a parliamentary 
committee pointed to as a 
possible source of the con- 
tamination. 

The staunch lobbyist for 
increasing cooperation 
with Israel was unable to 
convince a sceptical public 
that the contamination was 
unrelated to the mixing of 
drinking water with quanti- 
ties pumped from the lake. 

Haddadin's sacking is 
another damaging blow to 
a government increasingly 
under fire for allegations of 
mishandling the economy 
and a spare of legislation 
such as a tough press law 
which have harmed Jor- 
dan’s international image, 
analysts say. 


‘Editor at weekly satirical paper detained’ 


By Alia Shnkii Hamzeh -■ 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The chief editor of Jor- 
dan’s only satirical weekly. Abed 
Rabbo, was taken from bis home 
early Monday morning by security 
forces, his family said Tuesday. 

According to Hussein Eraoush’s 
wife, the arrest took place at their 
home in Zarqa, and they were not 
told either why or where he was 
being detained. 

“Over 10 police officers carrying 
an arrest and search warrant came to 
our house at 12:45' a.m.," she said,- 
adding that her husband did not 
resist the arrest and that the police 
did not search their bouse. 

Mrs. Emousb complained about the 
tuning of her husband's arrest, sug- 
gesting that police could have arrest- 
ed him from his workplace or sum- 
moned him by telephone 
Osama. Rameeni, Abed Rabbo's 
managing editor, described the arrest 


of his colleague as “illegal and ill- 
timed.*' 

He said Emoush could have been 
detained for articles published in the 
paper's recent editions. 

Abed Rabbo has in its last two edi- 
tions attacked more than one govern- 
ment official' and placed them under 
fire for what Rameeni called their 
“latest fiascos," including allega- 
tions of mishandling the economy, a 
spate of legislation such as the draft 
press law, and the water pollution 
crisis, which according to analysts 
may have harmed Jordan’s 

international image. 

“As a writer in a satirical paper, it 
is obvious that his writings irritaie 
government officials," Rameeni 

added. 

He said the paper has. complained 
to the Arab Organisation for Human 
Rights, Parliament’s Public Free- 
doms Committee, the opposition par- 
ties' coalition committee and the Jor- 
dan Press Association (JPA) to help 


ensure the release of Emousb and put 
an end to such “recurrent measures 
against journalists." 

“Ours is the time of human rights 
and democracy, and the recurrent 
late-night house arrests are no longer 
accepted... They [the authorities] just 
cannot keep harassing journalists 
and violating their privacy." he 
added. 

According to his wife, Emoush, a 
29-year-old father of two girls, has 
been detained twice in the past three 
months. 

On June 2, he was charged with 
lese majeste for an article entitled 
“Be Damned." According to 
Rameeni, the charges were dropped 
after the court found him innocent 

On July 2, he was charged with 
slandering the government in con- 
nection with the same article. 

The Jordan Times contacted sever- 
al government officials, who said 
they were unaware of Emoush 's 
arrest or the reasons behind it. 


AMMAN (J.T. l — The pro- 
duction capacity of a gas 
well in the Risheh district 
close to the Iraqi border has 
risen from half a milli on 
cubic feet per day to more 
than seven million as a 
result of horizontal drilling 
operations, an official from 
the National Petroleum 
Company (NPC) said Tues- 
day. 

According to Thabet 
Taher, chairman of the NPC 
board of directors, the 
Kingdom's overall gas pro- 
duction has risen from 27 
million cubic feet to 34 mil- 


lion cubic feet per day as a 
result of this well’s higher 
output. 

This is the first time that 
the NPC has resorted to 
horizontal drilling at the 
gas field, and in view of its 
success, the NPC manage- 
ment is determined to apply 
it to other wells in the 
Risheh district to extract 
more gas for the country's 
growing energy needs, said 
Taher. 

The NPC is planning to 
develop the Risheh gas 
fields in the near future to 
produce 45 million cubic 


feet of gas per day, said 
Taher, adding that the com- 
pany’s target is to produce 
90 million cubic' feet daily 
by the year 2000. 

Fayez Suheimat. NPC 
general manager, said trial 
production at the Risheh 
gas fields began in 1989 
following their discovery 
two years earlier. Since pro- 
duction began. 32 
exploratory wells have 
been drilled. 

Suheimat noted that the 
initial estimates of the 
field’s gas reserves stood at 
200 billion cubic feet, but 


later estimates put the dis- 
trict's reserves at 10 trillion 
cubic feet. The NPC has so 
far extracted 72 billion 
cubic feet of gas from the 
field's seven wells, he 
added. 

The gas extracted from 
the Risheh fields has been 
used for electric power gen- 
eration, covering nearly 13 
per cent of the Kingdom's 
needs. 

Jordan depends mainly on 
oil imported from Iraq to 
■produce electricity, current- 
ly at the rate of 4.8 million 
tonnes a year. 


U.S. audiologist discusses means 
of helping hearing impaired 


By Hind-Lara Mango 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A top U.S. 
educational audiologist 
recently visited the country 
to help officials .rehabilitate 
children and .adults who 
have hearing problems, 
especially within the school 
system. 

Mark Ross, from the Uni- 
versity ofConnecticut. dis- 
cussed “effective means” to 
help introduce and improve 
audiology. 

A national committee, 
headed by HRH Prince 
Funs Ben Ra’d, health advi- 
sor to His Majesty King 
Hussein, is drawing up 
plans to integrate educa- 
tional audiology in the pub- 
lic sector for those with spe- 
cial needs through commu- 
nity-based rehabilitation 
(CBR). 

This strategic plan 
includes hearing care ser- 
vices and tackles the issues 
of regular schools, chang- 
ing building codes, and 
introducing hearing screen- 
ing for all children. 

According to an indepen- 
dent programme carried out 
by clinical audiologist 


Manal Hamzah, 28 per cent 
of children in kindergarten 
through third grade suffer 
from language difficulties. 

“Twelve per cent of chil- 
dren have hearing loss in., 
one ear causing them acad- 
eme problems, and 4$ per 
cent of kindergarten chil- 
dren go through middle ear 
infections causing tempo- 
rary and fluctuating bearing 
loss during their school day, 
putting them at risk acade- 
mically," Hamzah said. 

“Educational audiology 
basically ensures that chil- 
dren with hearing loss are 
making appropriate use of 
their residual hearing in the 
classroom.” Dr. Ross told 
the Jordan Tunes. 

Children with hearing dif- 
ficulties can be integrated 
into a normal classroom 
environment provided that 
the student and the teacher 
receive support services, he 
added. . 

Such an effort may seem 
simple enough but entails 
working with parents, 
teachers, class acoustics 
and amplification, a process 
that could complicate mat- 
ters, Ross said. 

“The idea of having a 


hard of hearing child in a 
regular classroom is to pro- 
vide that child with a regu- 
lar curriculum, but he or she 
needs to have some addi- 
tion^ tutoring,” be .added. 

Ross, hard of hearing for 
die p^t .46 years, said his 
problem' became evident 
when he was 24. which fos- 
tered an interest in educa- 
tional audiology. 

In the United States, leg- 
islation exists to encourage 
and demand the support 
necessary for the integra- 
tion of children with special 
needs into the normal edu- 
cational system, he said. 

T try to teach adults who 
are hard of hearing to be 
more assertive, to enable 
them to understand how 
they can help themselves 
and to manipulate their 
environment to their bene- 
fit." Ross said. 

Wearing hearing aids in 
both ears and a vibrating 
watch which serves as an 
alarm clock when he needs 
to wake up in the morning, 
Ross added: “If my wife is 
not with me, I can manage 
on my own as I have a num- 
ber of devices to help, such 
as my watch." 


Dr. Ross is vice president 
of the Self Help for Hard of 
Hearing People in the U.S., 
which' tries to ensure that 
those who suffer from 
hearing loss get the neces- 
sary services from society. 

“Consumers (with special 
needs] should not rely on 
the government or the med- 
ical” profession to identify 
their needs." he said. “The 
hard of hearing person has 
to assert his or her needs to 
the legislative body to 
ensure that their needs are 
being taken care of." 

Citing an example of this 
assertiveness, he said the 
hearing impaired began 
lobbying cellular phone 
manufacturers in the United 
States to enable them use 
such equipment. 

“Hard of hearing people 
cannot use a cellular phone, 
as it causes interference 
with their hearing aids," 
said Ross. 

“Hence, consumer groups 
in the United States have 
been putting pressure on the 
cellular phone manufactur- 
ers to develop means of 
providing access to these 
phones to people using 
hearing aids.” 
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FILMS 

* “The River Wild" at the American Centre, Abdoun, on 
Thursday Aug. 13 at 5:00 p.m. 

* Children's film ‘‘Bumper Special. Rosie & Jim” at the 
British Council. Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

SEMINAR 

* Seminar on women’s rights at the Royal Cultural Cen- 
tre on Thursday Aug. J3 at 6:00 pan. 

SHABIB FESTTVAL/ZARQA 

\MAJN THEATRE 

* Display of children’s fashions at 6:30 p.m. 

* Poetry recitals at 7:00 p.m. 

Performance by the Rozana band at 7:20 p.m. 

* Performance by the Nazareth Band for Popular Art at 
9:20 pan. 

Musical performance by Hussein A1 A’dhami at 9:45 
|p.m. 

exhibitions 

* “Miniatures in Humanities and Environment” by Walid 
Narsallah at Orfali Art Gallery. Um Uthaina, until Aug. 

|25 (TeL 5526932). 

* Photo exhibition on old buildings of Salt entitled 
‘Engravings on the Wings of Time" at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre, until Aug. 13. 


Analysts see year-old NCP developing more critical policies 


By Francesca Ciriaci 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The National 
Constitutional Party’s 
(NCP) recem stands against 
the government’s draft press 
and elections laws, its nego- 
tiations with some opposi- 
tion parties, and its criticism 
of the government in the 
ongoing water crisis have 
come as a surprise to many. 

Bom from ihe metger of 
nine centrist groups more 
than a year ago, the party, 
led by former Minister 
Abdul Hadi Majali, brother 
of Prime Minister Abdul 
Salam Majali, was expected 
to further the interests of the 
government in Parliament 
and in the political arena. 
But analysts say a combi- 
nation of electoral defeats 
and internal rifts have 
encouraged a soul-search- 
ing process which led the 
parry to a more critical stand 
towards the government and 
political statements more in 
tune with the public pulse. 

“The party seems to have 
changed its mind on a num- 
ber of issues in the past 
year," said one analyst _ 

“It has learned from 


painful lessons." 

The much-touted NCP 
suffered a heavy blow dur- 
ing the last November gen- 
eral elections: only two of 
its 11 candidates on the 
party ticket reached the 80- 
seat Lower House, although 

NEWS ANALYSIS 

another five NCP members 
won as independents. 

After a brief honeymoon 
period following the official 
registration of the party last 
May, successive waves of 
resignations due to personal 
and political disputes have 
further weakened the NCP. 

But officials strongly deny 
thai the party's stands have 
undergone any change. 
They say instead that the 
party was hastily labelled at 
its inception before it could 
even start any political 
action, and that it was arbi- 
trarily given a false image 
that never reflected its true 
nature. 

“We are a nationalist, cen- 
trist party, but we are not the 
party of the government," 
NCP spokesperson Khal- 
doun Nasser said. 

“Our goal is the people’s 
well-being. and we do not 


hesitate to criticise any gov- 
ernment if we do not like 
the way it handles things." 
he told the Jordan Times in 
a recent interview. 

Earlier this week, the NCP 
joined the chorus of protests 
against government officials 
for their mismanagement of 
the ongoing contaminated 
water crisis, which came to 
a head Sunday as Water 
Minister Munther Haddadin 
resigned and was immedi- 
ately replaced by Energy 
Minister Mohammad Saleh 
HouranL 

“The party holds responsi- 
ble [for the five-week water 
scandal] the executive 
authority [in the persons of] 
the minister of health and. 
water and irrigation and all 
officials and employees 
involved," an NCP state- 
ment said on Sunday. 

“The NCP demands that 
those who are found respon- 
sible [for the water prob- 
lem] in both ministries be 
immediately dismissed, 
questioned and punished." 

Last month, the NCP start- 
ed talks with the Democrat- 
ic Party of the Left [DPL), a 
vocal critic of the govern- 
ment. for the creation of a 


coalition to change the elec- 
tions law. 

The two parties are cur- 
rently working on a broad 
alliance, which the DPL 
said could also include pan- 
Arabists and Ba’athists, to 
weaken the one -person, 
one-vote electoral system 
by introducing a partial pro- 
portional formula reserving 
1 0-20 per cent of parliamen- 
tary seats to political parties. 

“It is still early to say how 
many parties will join such 
a campaign, but we believe 
changes [to the elections 
law] are needed to enhance 
the role of political parties 
and create a party culture," 
Nasser said. 

According to DPL leader 
Jamil Nimri, the NCP "now 
has a stand [on the elections 
law] similar to ours." 

“The last elections dealt a 
heavy blow [to the NCP], 
and now they are trying to 
prevent the same thing from 
happening again." 

The NCP also joined 
Islamists and leftists against 
the government's controver- 
sial draft press and publica- 
tions law. which was 
amended and endorsed by 
the Lower House earlier this 


week. 

Nasser proclaimed the 
NCP’s support for the rec- 
ommendations suggested 
by the House's National 
Guidance Committee 
(NGC), although the ple- 
nary did not adopt them in 
full. 

“We are against the draft 
as it came from the govern- 
ment, and in favour of the 
changes suEuested bv the 
NGC. 

“But, unfortunately, we 
were never consulted [on 
the press law], and this did 
not please us." he said. 

The NCP also plans a 
campaign to amend the 
1992 Political Parties Law 
by introducing public fund- 
ing for Jordan's cash- 
strapped parties. 

With the exception of the 
influential Islamic Action 
From (IAF), the NCP’s 
financial situation could be 


considered satisfactory 
when compared to Jordan's 
1 8 other parties. 

But, with annual registra- 
tion fees ranging from JD5 
for its 3,000 ordinary mem- 
> bers to JD60 for its higher 
cadres, the NCP still com- 
plains of financial difficul- 
ties. 

“We estimated that we 
need at least JD 150,000 a 
year to run the party proper- 
ly.” Nasser told the Jordan 
Times. 

Even though the NCP 
turns to its supporters for 
funding from time to time, 
“[hat is still not enough," 
Nasser said. 

“Public funding would nor 
only reactivate the role of 
parties, but also avoid the 
dangers presented by for- 
eign funding of some par- 
ties." 


AN INTERNATIONAL COMPANY 

is seeking four skilled mechanical technicians to 
work in measurement and preparation of As-Built 
Sketches. English is a must 

Send CV to P.O. Box 962031 
Amman-Jordan 
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Jakarta court 


orders lifting of ban 


on outlawed party 


JAKARTA (AFP) An 

Indonesian court has 
ordered the government to 
lift a bun on The left-leaning 
Democratic People's Party 
tPRD) during the rule of 
former President Suharto, 
but PRD members Tuesday 
dismissed the ruling as win- 
dow-dressing. 

The Jakarta State 
Administrative Court 
Monday ordered the annul- 
ment of the 1 997 ministeri- 
al decree banning the pro- 
democracy umbrella organ- 
isation, which the govern- 
ment blamed for riots in 
1996 and whose leaders are 
still' behind bars. 

“The revocation was in 
fact closer ro u bribe to give 
the government a more 
democratic image.” a state- 
ment signed by jailed PRD 
chairman Budiman 

Sudjatmiko said Tuesday. 

"This was still superficial 
victory." PRD committee 
member Ida Nasim told a 
press conference. “But the 
decision has yet to address 
the problem with democra- 
cy in Indonesia.” 

Nasim said so long as the 
Armed Forces (ABRI) tried 
to maintain its existing 
legal right to take part in 
Indonesian politics, multi- 


could 


party democracy 
never materialise. 

“Military force would 
continue to be used against 
civilians if ABRI still has 
political interests." said 
Wilson, who heads PRD's 
labour affiliate, adding that 
ABRI backed the repres- 
sion of opposition parties to 
help the government and 
itself maintain their status 
quo. 

Wilson also said the party 
would not register itself 
with the home affairs min- 
istry. as it did not “recog- 
nise the legal requirements 
set by the current regime." 

“Substantially the party is 
legal now as the ban was 
annulled by the court.” said 
judge council member Arif 
when the ruling was handed 
down Monday. 

Arif said the court 
ordered the lifting of the 
ban on the grounds it was 
based on the wrong law. 

PRD claimed to be a 
political organisation and 
therefore should be subject 
to the 1975 law on political 
parties, and not subject to a 
mass organisation law used 
to ban it he said. 

The PRD was blamed by 
the Suharto government for 
the July 27. 1996, riots in 


Jakarta after the violent 
forced takeover of the 
headquarters of another 
party. the Indonesian 
Democracy Party (PDI ). by 
rival government-backed 
PDI faction supporters. 

The government out- 
lawed the party the follow- 
ing year and* arrested its 
leaders for allegedly mas- 
terminding the riots. 

A joint statement issued 
at the time by the minister 
of home affairs, the nation- 
al police, the attomev-gen- 
erai's office, the armed 
forces headquarters and the 
state intelligence coordinat- 
ing body said the PRD had 
disturbed national stability 
and order. 

PRD activists have been 
calling for the release of 10 
jailed leaders, including 
Sudjatmiko. who is serving 
a 13-year sentence and who 
filed the law suit against the 
ban. 

Four PRD activists were 
recently pardoned by 
President B.J. Habibie. 

Lawyer Apong Herlina, 
from the Legal Aid 
Institute, said the decision 
to release the leaders lay 
with the justice ministry as 
most of PRD activists were 
charced with subversion. 


Milk scare has Britons 


LONDON (AFP) — It is an 
acknowledged fact that the 
millions of tourists who 
flock to Britain annually do 
not come for the food, but 
even Britons are now won- 
dering what they can safely 
eat after a series of health 
scares. 

Tuesday Britons woke up 
to ieam that the milk on 
their doorstep could contain 
harmful bacteria found in 
cattle which causes the 
debilitating Crohn’s disease 
in humans. 

They have already been 
told they cannot eat beef on 
the bone and a new survey 
of fast food products 
showed that much of it con- 
tained worrying levels of 
bacteria. 

With many of the essen- 
tials of what makes up a sta- 
ple diet for the average 
Briton of the 90s likely to 
be contaminated. Britons 
are asking themselves what 
they can eat without fear. 

On the milk '•care. Jeremy 
Sanderson, of London's 
Guy’s Hospital, an expert 
on Crohn's disease, a 
chronic inflammation of the 
intestine, told BBC televi- 
sion there was genuine 
cause for concern but no 
need for consumers to boy- 
cott milk. 

The government, which 
also assured the public that 
the nation's milk was safe 
with only the smallest risk 
to health, has nevertheless 
ordered a probe into alarm- 
ing levels of bacteria found, 
even after pasteurisation. 

The survey will test thou- 
sands of samples for 
mycobacterium puratuber- 
culosis — the cause of 


Johne's disease in cattle and 


one of several suggested 


causes of Crohn's disease. 

Government food safety 
adviser Norman Simmons 
said: “At best, there is no 
risk at all. At worst ... the 
risk is about one in five mil- 
lion if you drink a glass of 
milk." 

There was a general wel- 
come from the public and 
dairy farmers to the govern- 
ment's decision to inform 
the public without being 
alarmist. 

Earlier this year the gov- 
ernment came under harsh 
criticism when Agriculture 
Minister Jack Cunningham 
banned beef on the bone 
because of the slight risk of 
contamination from mad 
cow disease which can lead 
to the variant CJD disease 
in humans. 

That action infuriated 
both public and farmers and 
earned the minister the 
nickname “Jackboots 
Cunningham." 

To add to Britons' eating 
woes the magazine Health 
Which? this week pub- 
lished a damning survey on 
health standards in fast food 
products. 

It reported that “unsatis- 
factory levels of bacteria 
were found in different 
types of convenience food 
in tests carried out on 40 
burgers. 35 portions of 
chips. 25 pieces nf fried 
chicken. 30 doner kebabs 
and 20 pizza slices. 

The survey was conduct- 
ed at some of the best 
known fast-foods chains 
including McDonald's and 
Pizza Hut. It found that 
kebabs were Generally the 


worst health hazard with 
two types of food poisoning 
bacteria found, including 
listeria monocytogenes and 
staphylococcus aureus. 

They also found unsatis- 
factory levels of E. coli bac- 
teria in two kebabs, 
although not the potentially 
fatal strain. 

Products from 

McDonald's and Pizza Hut 
chains contained bacteria 
which could indicate poor 
hygiene standards, it said. 
But both companies said 
they had carried out imme- 
diate investigations and 
assured customers there 
were no health risks linked 
to their products. 

Two years ago IS people 
died in Scotland after an 
outbreak of E. colt from 
infected meat which affect- 
ed more than 500 people. 
There was more bad news 
for the public this week 
when it wa* revealed that 
tests showed genetically 
modified potatoes fed to 
rats could damage their 
immune systems and stunt 
their growth. 

Foods Minister Jeff 
Rocker promised the gov- 
ernment would maintain an 
“ultra-precautionary” 
approach to allowing genet- 
ically altered foods on to 
supermarket shelves. But he 
resisted calls to bar, genetic 
altering practices. 

Even the current heat- 
wave sweeping the country 
after one of the wettest and 
coldest summers on record 
has not helped the British 
diet. It has led to a sharp 
rise in reports of food poi- 
soning from catinc shell- 
fish. 


wondering what they 
can safely eat and drink 



King pengnins at Tokyo's Ueno Zoo gather together to cool down beside a large 
block of ice. The temperature in Tokyo soared to over 30 degrees Celsius and the 
zoo decided to place ice blocks in the penguin and polar bear enclosures I AFP 
photo) ' 


Angolan government alleges 
new massacre of civilians 


LUANDA IR) — 
Angolan state media 
alleged Tuesday that 
UNITA forces massa- 
cred 150 people in a 
weekend attack on the 
town of Kundu-dva- 
Base in Malanje 
Province. 

“UNITA military 
forces, with no pity, 
murdered 150 people 
last weekend in the town 
of Kunda-dya-Base.” the 
stale- controlled Jornal 
de Angola reported 
Tuesday." 

“According to the 
provincial vice governor 
for defence. ” Joaqui 
heavily-armed UNITA 
fighters." the newspaper 
said. 

The report could not be 
independently con- 
firmed. It comes against 
a background of hostile 
government propaganda 
against UNITA. the 
opposition movement 
which fought the gov- 
ernment for 20 years 
until a 1994 peace 
accord. 

Kunda-dya-Base lies 
175 km north of the 
provincial capital 

Malanje city, in a remote 
and inaccessible area. 

United Nations offi- 
cials working in the 
province said bridges 
leading to ihe town had 
been blown up in recent 
months and roads 
remind. 


“These reports from 
Kunda-dya-Base have 
not been confirmed.” 
said a U.N. official in 
Malanje contacted by 
Reuters. “That place is 
very remote.” 

Tensions have flared in 
Angola in recent weeks 
as both government and 
UNITA prepare for what 
the U.N. and diplomats 
believe could be a 
resumption of their civil 
war for control of the 
oil- and diamond-rich 
southern African nation. 

The intervention of 
U.N. special envoy 
Lakhdar Brahimi last 
week brought concilia- 
tory statements from 
both sides and a recom- 
mitment to the 1994 
peace agreement, signed 
in the Zambian capital 
Lusaka. 

One of Brahimi's key 
aims was to pressure the 
government into toning 
down its anti-UNlTA 
propaganda. 

Two weeks ago the 
state media's dissemina- 
tion of false information 
on another massacre, in 
the village of Bula in the 
neighbouring province 
of Lundu Norte, hud led 
to a diplomatic con- 
frontation between the 
Angolan government 
and the U.N. 

U.N. sources reported 
Monday that there had 
been fighting in northern 


Malanje province 

between government 
and UNITA forces. 

“There is u govern- 
ment military operation 
going on to clean 
UNITA out of the 
Kisseno region, to the 
east of Cola." one U.N. 
official who asked not to 
be named told Reuters. 

Foreign aid workers 
operating in Malanje 
have also confirmed a 
number of attacks in the 
region, believed to have 
been carried out by 
UNITA, over the last 
four days. 

A government military 
vehicle was ambushed 
north of Cota on Aug. 6. 
and a high-ranking mili- 
tary officer was killed. 

The diamond mining 
town of Cumpo 
Sunginge. 120 km north 
of Malanje city, was 
attacked by armed men 
early on Aug. 7. Nine 
diamond dealers, three 
of them Portuguese citi- 
zens. were killed. 

On Aug. 9 armed men 
attacked the town of 
Camhaxe. only 15 km 
front Malanje city. 

The armed ' forces 
spokesman has given no 
information on any of 
these incidents. 

Foreign aid workers 
based in Malanje have 
been warned not to leave 
the eitv centre. 


Colombian guerrillas ‘will 
prove that hostages are alive’ 


BOGOTA (AFP) — 
Colombia's biggest rebel 
group has promised to 
give proof that I2 y 
hostages taken during last 
week’s guerrilla offensive 
are alive. 

A spokesman for the 
leftist Revolutionary 
Armed Forces ol 
Colombia i FARC i said in 
a statement Monday that 
once all the captives — 
mostly soldiers and 
police officer — have 
been properly identified, 
a list with all their names 
will be issued. 

He said st would take a 
few Jays to complete the 


task. 

More than 200 people 
perished during last 
week's attacks on govern- 
ment forces all across the 
country by FARC and the 
National Liberation Army 
lELNi, military sources 
said. 

The death toll includes 
70 Colombian troops. 
Radio Carucol said late 
Monday, quoting official 
sources. 

The offensive came in 
the final days of president 
Ernesto Samper's admin- 
istration. 

The FARC spokesman 
said that despite the vio- 


lence. his group was 
seeking peace negotia- 
tions with the govern- 
ment. and reiterated a key- 
rebel demand that all mil- 
itary forces be withdrawn 
from five southern 
departments. 

Andres Pastrami. 

Smnpci 's successor 

sworn in Monday, has 
agreed to the troop pull- 
out. 

Pastrana last month met 
with FARC leaders in 
rchel territory and has 
made reaching a peace 
agreement with FARC 
and the ELN a top prion- 
tv. 


Scientists make bacteria discovery in earth’s crust 


SYDNEY (AFP) — A 
colony of bacteria has 
been found thriving in 
ancient rock deep in the 
earth's crust, an interna- 
tional scientific learn 
said Tuesday in a find 
that could help explain 
how life on the planet 
began. 

The crew of the Joides 
Resolution, a scientific 
drill ship funded by 22 
nations. docked in 
Sydney with core sam- 
ples obtained from an 
active fault zone off the 
coast of Papua New 
Guinea. 


“The persistence of 
apparently living micro- 
bial life in hard sedimen- 
tary rock as old as 15 
million years and as deep 
as S46 metres into the 
subsurface extends the 
known limit of the bios- 
phere.” the scientists said 
in a statement. 

University of Sydney 
geologist Professor Jock 
Keene said the discovery 
could help advance the 
new theory that life 
began deep inside the 
earth, and not in warm 
primordial swamps on 
the surface as had been 


thought. 

"There seem> to be far 
more organic life in the 
avk.s than had previ- 
ously realised and this 
could support the idea 
that life started there and 
then came up to the sur- 
face." he told AFP. 

“It is still a scientific 
frontier and this drilling 
programme is going to 
do more experiments to 
find out more about it.” 

With a crew of 110. 
including 30 scientists 
from around the world, 
the Joides Resolution is 


the biggest international 


science project next tv 
the space programme. 

Since 19X5. it has been 
on a perpetual mission to 
explore the evolution and 
structure of the earth. 

“It's our Hubble tele- 
scope looking ar the his- 
tory of the sea floor and 
the oceans." said Keene, 
who manages the 
Australian element of ihe 
ship's programme. 

The scientists will now- 
work on culturing the 
bacteria and find nut 
what energy source Ihe 
unknown organism uses 
to live and multiply in its 


dark and inhospitahle 
hnme. 

The ship’s co-chief sci- 
entist Philippe Hnchon 
of the Eeote Normals’ 
Superieure in Paris said 
the find could have 
major implications. 

“The discovery of the 
deep bacterial biosphere 
has changed our percep- 
tion of life from a surface 
‘fuzz* on the planet, and 
has ptofoumi implica- 
tions for the bio-diversity 
of our planet, fossil fuel 
formation, the origins of 
life on Earth am! the 
potential fur life on other 


planets." lie said. 

The Joides Resolution 
is to head south for sub- 
Antarctic waiers nexi 
week to look ai how the 
legacy of Ihe ice ages has 
been recorded on the sea 
tlnnr — work which 
could influence modern 
climate am! global 
warming theory. 

With a drill lower as 
high as a 20-stwcy build- 
ing. the vessel was 
unable to dear the 
Sydney Harbour Bridge, 
so was moored at a naval 
shipyard during its visit 
here. 


NEWS IN BRIEF 


German prosecutors close books 
on alleged Stasi-RAF links 


BERLIN (API — German authorities closed their 
hooks on cases involving ties benreen the formerEast. 
German secret police and leftist tenon*, m the West 
savins Tuesday that recent court decision had made 
pur-uTn- them pointless. 'We had other v.ews of the 
Z “haS the Federal Court of Justice but they were 
not ’shared." said chief investigator Christoph 
Schaefgcn. The high court in March overturned the 
convictions of three former officers of the East- 
German secret police, known as the Stas i. They were 
the first and only to be tried on the alleged connection 
between the Stasi and the Red Army Faction, a leftist 
terrorist group active in West Germany in the 1.70s 
and 1980s.. Prosecutors said they helped spirit 10 
RAF dropouts out of West Germany in the early 
1 980s, givinc them new identities and helping them 
build new lives in East Germany. The three : were con- 
victed of obstructing justice in March 1997. repri- 
manded by the court and ordered to stay out of trou- 
ble for two years or face fines up to 5,000 marks 
153.000). But a year later, the Federal Court of Justice 
overturned the convictions, saying that East Germany 
was not obligated under international law to reveal 
the whereabouts of RAF terrorists wanted for arrest in 
the West. Citing that ruling, a Berlin state court in 
mid-June refused to hear a trial against former Stasi 
boss Erich Mielke's deputy and the head of the blast s 
anti -terrorism division on similar charges. Schaefgen 
said he was not aware of any other cases still open, 
but said no more would be pursued, since they would 
probably end with acquittal. 


Czech president’s health 
continues to improve 


PRAGUE (AFP) ■— Czech President Vaclav Hayei's 
temperature has returned to normal and he is continu- 
inn to exercise. Dr. Ilja Kotik said Tuesday. Kotik 
declined to suv when a tracheotomy tube surgically 
inserted last week to assist Havel's breathing would 
be removed. It was his third tracheotomy in less than 
two years. Kotik stressed that doctors were satisfied 
with Havel's progress since last week's massive heart 
scare. The newspaper Mlada Fronta Dnes reported 
that the 6 1 -year-old Havel planned to visit the United 
States in September. “We cannot say now whether 
such a trip would be realistic, because it is a long lime 
from a medical point of view. But the president would 
very much like to go. and we will do what we can to 
allow him to go." Dr. Boris Stastnv said. Sunday, 
Havel's office said he had accepted an invitation to go 
to Hannover. Germany, on Oct. 3 to attend a ceremo- 
ny commemorating the eighth anniversary of German 
reunification. On Oct. 12. a conference of seven cen- 
tral European leaders is scheduled in Vienna. Havel, a 
former dissident playwright, has been dogged by 
health problems, including repeated bouts of bronchi- 
tis and pneumonia, since undergoing surgery- for a 
cancerous tumour in December 1996. He underwent 
emergency bowel surgery in Austria in April. A long- 
time heavy smoker, Havel gave up cigarettes on med- 
ical advice following the 1996 operation. 


British potholer stuck in cave 


ARRAS. France (AFP) — A British potholer was 
trapped in a cave Tuesday situated in woods around 
the World War 1 Canadian memorial at Vimy. near this 
northern French city, rescue services said. Rescue 
teams were al the scene Tuesday with firemen and 
gendarmes. Another Briton managed to climb out of 
the cave unaided, rescue services said, but were unable 
to give details of what happened or how deep the cave 
is. A group of British poi holers arrived Monday at the 
war memorial, in memory of Canadian WWI casual- 
ties. to explore the cave, memorial administrators said. 


Over 700 kg marijuana 
seized in Italy 


LECCE. Italy i AFP) — More than 700 kilogrammes of 
marijuana was seized in Italy's southern Lecce region, 
police siid Tuesday. The drug, which had been packed 
into sj\ different bags, was seized in a pine foresi dur- 
ing routine border controls set up to uncover illicit 
immigration. Police said the area is frequently used by 
illegal Alabaman immigrants trying in enter the coun- 
try. In i he same forest, close to the coast, police also 
found wet clothes which they said were evidence of 
immigrants who had just landed. 


Lithuanians find 3km 
alcohol-smuggling pipeline 


VILNIUS i R > — Lithuanian alcohol producers have 
reported fulling profits recently and local police may 
have discovered one reason why — a three kilometre 
pipeline smuggling high proof spirits from neighbour- 
ing Latvia. Police Tuesday seized the small country 
house of a former border guard in northern Lithuania 
alter discovering a spring of the contraband alcohol 
flowing via an underground plastic pipeline from 
Latvia, “Alter several days of surveillance we discov- 
ered a plastic underground pipeline of around three 
kilometres in length used for smuggling strong spirits 
from Latvia, policeman Stanislnvas Stony s told 
Reuters. “There was even a small pump installed, to 
pump alcohol to a capacity of around J 2 cubic meters.” 
he added. The Lithuanian government has said that 
lighting alcohol smuggling will be among its top prior- 
ities after first-halt excise duties fell some 139 million 
Unis fj 34.8 million) short. 


Tiger seriously injures trainer 
at German circus 


HAMBURG. Germany i AP) — A circus tiger attacked 
its longtime keeper Monday nitzht ai a circus near 
Hamburg, seriously injuring the man. The 41-vcar-old 
man was shovelling sawdust through the bars 'into the 
cage when the 2-ycar-oId tiger attacked, catching the 
man off gu.nti said Petra Bockc. a spokeswoman for 
me b lemoned- Burum circus. Tuesday. The tieer bit the 
man in his upper arm and wounded him m the face 
betore a second animal trainer came to his aid. she said. 
I he keeper, who has been with the circus for more than 
.hr ;,f ars ' Was hospitalised with serious hut not life- 
II, ,V- H nmy . IK Ur,lis ; po,ice ^ id - The circus, which has 
Furin !;"! ]W T P ° >CCS a,Hi 80 animals, was visiting 

IUrtrirm ,n^ n , U o ,UI 45 n,,)cs rattlwaM of Hamburg- 
Lriorinonu-.s will continue as scheduled. Boeke said- 
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A Taieban fighter loads a track-mounted rocket launcher on the frontline, some 25 km north of the Afghan capital 
Kabul in preparation to taking on opposition commander Ahmad Shah Masood. The Taieban captured the north- 
eastern town of Taloqan, Masood’s crucial rear supply base as part of their recent dramatic sweep through the 
north of the country (AFP photo) 

India to negotiate on 
fissile material treaty 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India will agree to -negoti- 
ate an international ban on 
producing weapon s-grade 
fissile material, a govern- 
ment spokesman said 
Tuesday, in a move ana- 
lysts sad was aimed at eas- 
ing IT.S. sanctions. 

“Yes. India is for setting 
up an ad-hoc committee for 
starting talks on a fissile 
material cut-off treaty 
• (TM€3:)T :fi said ' the 
spokesman, who asked not 
to be identified. 

The creation of the com- 
mittee is to be discussed 
this week at a meeting of 
the til -member Conference 
on Disarmament in 
Geneva. 

“We want to join the talks 
in a positive way and with a 
positive intent. Being a 
nuclear power, our stand 
will be closer to the other 
declared nuclear powers.” 
the spokesman said. 

India conducted five 
nuclear tests in May. trig- 
gering a tit-for-tai riposte 
from Pakistan. The action 
earned both countries 
sweeping global condem- 


nation and international 
sanctions. 

Before their May tests. 
New Delhi and Islamabad 
had firmly opposed a cut- 
off treaty. But having 
flexed their nuclear mus- 
cles, they now appear more 
amenable to the idea. 

Pakistan has already 
agreed to take part in 
FMCT talks and the 
Conference on 

Disarmament received a 
further boost Tuesday 
when Israel announced it 
was also dropping its oppo- 
sition to the negotiations. 

But while a treaty would 
bait future output of fissile 
materials to make bombs 
— mainly highly enriched 
uranium and plutonium — 
some countries, including 
Pakistan, believe it should 
also address current stock- 
piles. 

India and other members 
led by the United States 
want existing stockpiles to 
continue. "This is the same 
stand which other Duclear 
powers have adopted and 
our view is no different,” 
the spokesman said. 


A military source in New 
Delhi said India had 
enough stockpiled fissile 
material to furnish between 
SO and 120 nuclear war- 
heads — far more than 
Pakistan. 

Experts in Geneva have 
warned that unless the con- 
ference reaches agreement 
on a president for the ad 
hoc body by the end of this 
year's final work session 
on Sept. 9, the initiative 
could fail. 

Under the conference 
rules, if no president is 
selected the ad-hoc group 
does not formally exist. 
The subject would have to 
be debated from scratch 
when the conference starts 
its 1999 session in January. 

Swaran Singh, analyst at 
the Institute for Defence 
Studies and Analyses, said 
the Indian offer to agree to 
the ad-hoc committee on 
FMCT bought it a step 
closer to Washington. 

“This is a concession that 
India is offering to the 
United States. It is a posi- 
tive step and part of a big- 
ger bargain for easing sanc- 


tions imposed on India, 
especially on technology," 
Singh told AFP. 

Singh said India's stand 
on the FMCT and the 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty “began to change 
after the nuclear tests.” 

"For the FMCT to 
become a treaty will take at 
least another four- to five 
years. This will give India 
ample time to stock enough 
fissile material in whatever 
form it wants. 

“By that time India will 
be in a position to sign the 
dotted line," Singh said. 

India has not signed the 
Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty (CTBT), arguing 
that the 1996 pact protects 
the domination of the five 
original nuclear states. 

India and Pakistan’s 
nuclear tests, while raising 
the spectre of a South 
Asian arms race, have iron- 
ically reinvigorated the 
Conference on 

Disarmament — the only 
multilateral forum for 
.nuclear disarmament. It has 
not done any significant 
work in two years. 


Two Russian peacekeepers 
killed by mine in Abkhazia 


MOSCOW (AFP) — Two Russian peacekeeping sol- 
diers in the breakaway Georgian province of Abkhazia 
were killed Monday and three others were injured 
when their armoured vehicle hit a mine. Russia’s 
Interfax news agency said. 

The incident happened Monday morning at Gali, on 
the Abkhazi side of the border with Georgia. 

The self-styled Abkhazi interior minister, speaking to 
Russia’s ITAR-TASS news agency, accused "Georgian 
saboteurs" of having laid the mine to disrupt bilateral 
talks in the run-up to the July 31 expiry date of the 
peacekeepers' mandate. 

It was laid on a route regularly patrolled by Abkhazi 
police and the peacekeeping force from the 
Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS). 


Wednesday, nine Russian peacekeepers were wound- 
ed in Abkhazia when their vehicle hit an anti-tank 
mine. 

U.N.-sponsored talks in Geneva ended Saturday 
amid mutual recriminations, but both sides agreed to 
meet for further talks in Greece towards the end of the 
year. 

The CIS force has been deployed along the frontier 
between Abkhazia and the rest of Georgia'since the end 
of the 1992-1993 conflict between Abkhazian sepa- 
ratists and Georgian forces, which claimed 7.000 lives. 

Georgia and Abkhazia signed a peace accord last 
August, but the issue of Abkhazia’s status has not been 
resolved. Tblisi has refused to recognised Abkhazia’s 
independence. 


Taieban tighten grip on northern 
Afghanistan,capture second city 


KABUL (AFP) — Taieban 
forces Tuesday tightened 
their grip on northern 
Afghanistan, smashing 
through defence tines to 
capture a second key oppo- 
sition stronghold in a dawn 
attack, independent sources 
said. 

Aid sources said anti- 
Taleban alliance troops 
loyal to ousted Kabul gov- 
ernment strongman and for- 
mer Defence Minister 
Ahmad Shah Masood 
pulled out of his crucial 
northeastern supply town of 
Taloqan after the lightening 
offensive. 

The sources said Taieban 
troops met little resistance 
entering the town, the key 
base through which most of 
Masood's supplies travel, 
and have secured control of 
major road intersections and 
buildings. 

Masood's forces quit the 
city following a brief spate 
of looting, they added, but 
were uncertain whether the 
pullout was a full withdraw- 
al or a tactical retreat 

The Afghan Islamic Press 
(A1P) in Islamabad also 
reported the city’s fall, 
which comes after the purist 
militia captured the north- 
ern bastion of Mazar-i- 
Sharif Saturday, some 225 
kilometres to the west of 


Taloqan. 

“Our forces have taken 
Taloqan with the opposition 
on the run," the private 
agency quoted an unnamed 
Taieban official as saying. 

The fall of Taloqan was 
also confirmed in the Tajik 
capital by a diplomat at the 
A fghan embassy, represent- 
ing the ousted government 
in exile and by the official 
Iranian news agency IRNA 
said in Tehran. 

“The Taieban took control 
of the town this morning,” 
the diplomat in Dushanbe 
' said, asking not to be 
named. 

INRA said: ‘The city of 
Taloqan fell to the Taieban 
moments ago." 

Taloqan is just 150 kilo- 
metres south of the Tajik 
border with Afg hanistan, 
and is north of Masood's 
Panjshir valley stronghold, 
from where he is battling 
the Taieban on frontlines 
north of Kabul. 

Two of Masood’s supply 
routes have now been cut 
and the third is only open 
for part of the year and 
passable on foot or by don- 
key. 

Mazar-i -Sharif was the 
last major city to fall into 
the hands of the Taieban 
and the militia Tuesday had 
stepped up efforts to flush 


out and disarm remnants of 
the resistance. 

Sources said the Taieban 
had imposed a 24-hour cur- 
few on the city of 500,000 
residents with street patrols. 

“The Taieban appear to be 
in total control and steadily 
neutralising the small pock- 
ets of resistance outside the 
city," an independent source 
who requested anonymity 
reported. 

Taleban-run radio Shariat 
said with the bulk of oppo- 
sition troops totally routed 
and in retreat to the central 
mountains, local comman- 
ders were steadily joining 
their ranks. 

But further details of 
developments in Mazar-i- 
Sharif, which is about 450 
kilometres north of Kabul, 
continued to be sketchy. 
The borders with Tajikistan. 
Uzbekistan and 

Turkmenistan are closed 
and there are no flights in 
from the United Nations or 
International Committee of 
the Red Cross. 

Meanwhile, Hezb-i-Islami 
leader and former Prime 
Minister Gulbuddin 

Hekraaryar spoke on Iranian 
state radio Tuesday to con- 
tradict rumours he had been 
killed. 

“As you hear me here 
today on Aug. 1 1 . I am not 


18 Rwandans 
killed near Kinshasa 


KINSHASA (R) — 

President Laurent Kabila's 
loyalist troops fought a gun- 
battle with fleeing Rwandan 
soldiers at a village outside 
the Democratic Republic of 
the Congo capital, killing 
18 of them, state radio 
reported Tuesday. 

Officials said the 
Rwandans were part of the 
force that helped Kabila 
topple dictator Mobutu Sese 
Seko last year but who are 
accused of fomenting a 
rebellion in Kabila’s army 
this month. 

The clash, at Kasangulu 
40 km west of Kinshasa, 
took place of Monday, the 
radio said. 

Those killed were among 
an estimated 100 Rwandan 
soldiers fleeing after failing 
to incite Congolese soldiers 
in the capital to join a Tutsi- 
led revolt, the radio said. 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the report 
“Those Rwandan soldiers 
were hoping to cross the 
Congo River into the 
(neighbouring) Republic of 
Congo by canoe... 18 were 
killed among the Rwandan 
soldiers and four govern- 
ment troops wounded,” the 
radio said. 

It described Kasangulu as 
calm but gave no details as 
to the fate of the remaining 
rebels. 

Soldiers from Congo's 
ethnic Tutsi Banyamulenge 
minority launched the 
revolt in the eastern town of 
Goma on Aug. 2. They hold 
Goma. Bukavu and Uvira in 
the east and three towns in 
the strategic western River 
Congo corridor supplying 
Kinshasa. 

Kabila, helped to ppwer 
by the Rwanda’s Tutsi- 
dominated army and the 
Banyamulenge in May 


1997, has accused Rwanda 
and Uganda of fomenting 
the revolt and sending 
troops to support if. Both 
' countries reject the charges. 

Kabila’s army says it has 
counterattacked on both 
fronts. An Organisation of 
African Unity mediation 
mission held talks on the 
crisis with officials in 
Kinshasa Monday and was 
headed for Uganda, 
Rwanda and Tanzania 
Tuesday. 

Sources close to the mis- 
sion said it was investigat- 
ing Congolese charges of 
aggression by Rwanda and 
Uganda. 

There was no immediate 
word on the outcome of 
their talks with some of 
Kabila's cabinet ministers. 

The mission followed the 
failure of a weekend region- 
al summit in Zimbabwe's 
resort of Victoria Falls to 
mediate an end to fighting 
that has spread in the east 
and west of the vast country 
since the rebellion erupted 
on Aug. 2. 

After a week of stunning 
setbacks, Kabila's army 
said Monday it was holding 
its ground against 
Rwandan-backed rebels on 
both fronts of the fighting. 

Official media and 
spokesmen in Kinshasa said 
loyalist troops had evicted 
Tutsi-led rebels near the 
mouth of River Congo and 
were advancing on rebel 
positions in the east 

There was no independent 
confirmation of the official 
accounts of fighting in 
either front. 

However, state radio in 
Rwanda monitored by the 
BBC Monday night report- 
ed heavy fighting in the 
northwest of Democratic 
Congo close to Congo 


Republic. 

“Rebels fighting the 
Kabila regime are said to be 
in control of the oil-rich 
areas of Kitona. Banana and 
Muanda,” it said. 

Kitona is an important 
garrison town while 
Muanda and Banana are on 
the small Atlantic coast and 
sites for oil and naval facili- 
ties respectively. 

Kabila's Information 
Minister and government 
spokesman Didier 

Mumengi told Reuters that 
army loyalists were advanc- 
ing on rebel positions in the 
east 

“Until now we have only 
used infantry in the Bukavu 
and Uvira regions," he said. 
"The Rwandans have prob- 
lems in the east. They are 
starting to retreat." 

State radio in its account 
said the strategic Congo 
River ports Boma and 
Matadi, about 350 km 
southwest of Kinshasa, 
were quiet and controlled 
by government troops. 

Congolese officials had 
not previously acknowl- 
edged chat rebels had 
reached Boma and there 
was no independent confir- 
mation of the radio report. 

Rwanda meanwhile told 
the U.N. Security Council 
in a letter circulated 
Monday that it had played 
no part in an uprising by 
troops in its western neigh- 
bour. 

“What is happening in the 
Democratic Republic of the 
Congo is a purely internal 
matter, which the authori- 
ties... are trying to exter- 
nalise by looking for scape- 
goats," Rwandan U.N. rep- 
resentative Gideon 

Kayinamura told council 
President Danilo Turk of 
Slovenia in the letter. 


Japanese police identify poison in leftover tea 


TOKYO . (R) — 

Japanese police said 
Tuesday they had 
identified the sub- 
stance which poisoned 
10 workers in north- 
ern Japan who col- 
lapsed after drinking 
tea and coffee at work. 

Investigators found 
sodium azide, a highly, 
toxic substance used 
to inflate airbags in. 
cars, in one of tbe 
samples from the left- 
over tea, a police 
spokesman in the city 
of Niigata told a news 
conference. 

The victims fell ill 
and -were hospitalised 
Monday, suffering 


from vomiting, numb- 
ness in the hands and 
feet, and other symp- 
toms. 

Police initially said 
they believed they 
found traces ^ of 
cyanide in the victims’ 
vomit, but later 
retracted the report 
saying further tests 
showed no signs of the 
deadly substance. 

Pubiic fears stoked 
by the incident less 
than two weeks after a 
poisoned curry killed 
four people and left 
more than 60 others ill 
in western Japan 
prompted police to 
order checks on stocks 


of all poison products. 

The National Police 
Agency (NPA) said in 
a report to the cabinet 
it had ordered all local 
authorities to check 
stocks of poisonous 
substances and tight- 
en coqtrols, top gov- 
ernment spokesman 
Hiromu Nonaka said. 

“The report said the 
attacks are heighten- 
ing public anxieties,” 
Nonaka told 

reporters. 

Reflecting the 

nation’s alarm over 
the two poisoning inci- 
dents, Prime Minister 
Keizo Obucbi’s cabi- 
net demanded urgent 


police action to solve 
the crimes. 

An NPA official told 
Reuters that authori- 
ties fear the Niigata 
incident may be a 
copycat crime based 
on last month’s curry 
poisoning. 

In the July 25 inci- 
dent, police found 
traces of cyanide and 
arsenic in curry 
served at a summer 
festival in Wakayama, 
about 450 km west of 
Tokyo. 

No arrests have been 
made in either case. 
“Japan is becoming 
such a dangerous 
place,” the father of 


one of the Niigata vic- 
tims told reporters. 
“It’s impossible to feel 
safe until they find out 
just who has done 
this.” 

Japanese media said 
investigations were 
centring on whether 
poison was poured 
into the percolator 
used to boil water for 
the tea and coffee. 

The employee in 
charge of serving the 
drinks told police she 
had filled the water 
percolator and left it 
switched on when she 
went home Friday. 

There was no sign' of 
forced entrv into the 


firm’s offices, where a 
security system was 
installed, and investi- 
gators are looking into 
the possibility of 
insiders being 

involved in the crime, 
police said. 

Criminal psycholo- 
gist Susumu Oda said 
the two incidents 
probably had one 
thing in common: the 
perpetrator's delight 
in watching police 
scramble to solve the 
crimes. 

“Whoever did this is 
probably titillated by 
watching the turmoil 
in the aftermath of the 
incidents,” Oda said. 


One of the most 
notorious crimes' in 
postwar Japan 

occurred In 1948 when 
a man posing as a 
health official dis- 
pensed what he called 
dysentery vaccine to 
the staff of the then 
Teikoku Bank in 
Tokyo. 

Twelve people died 
from cyanide poison- 
ing in the incident. 

Sadamichi 

Hirasawa. an artist, 
was arrested and 
spent 38 years on 
death row for the 
crime until his death 
in 1987 at age 95. 


dead. The reports to the 
contrary are mere lies aimed 
at weakening the morale of 
our fighters.” be said in a 
telephone conversation with 
the radio from Afghanistan. 

He said all other leaders 
of the opposition forces in 
Afghanistan, including for- 
mer President Burhanuddin 
Rabbani. “are in good 
health.” 

Representatives in 

Islamabad of Hezb-i-lslami, 
pan of the opposition 
alliance, had earlier denied 
reports Hekmatyar had been 
killed. 

Sources said Hekmatyar 
was in northeastern 
Badakshan province. 

A spokesman for Masood 
said in a telephone inter- 
view he could neither con- 
firm nor deny the reports. 

The ami-Taleban alliance 
includes ex-Communist and 
ethnic Uzbek Abdui Rashid 
Dostam. the ousted Kabul 
government of president 
Burhannudin Rabbani as 
well as Masood, the Hezb-i- 
WahdaL and several other 
splinter groups. 

The Taieban now hold 
about three quarters of civil- 
war ravaged Afghanistan, 
including die capital Kabul, 
and have imposed what they 
say is the world's purest 
Islamic state. 


138 China 

dissidents 

ask for 

Wang 

Youcai 

to be 

released 


BEIJING (AFP) — More 
than 130 Chinese dissi- 
dents have signed a peti- 
tion calling on President 
Jiang Zemin to release 
fellow dissident Wang 
Youcai, who was formal- 
ly arrested last week for 
trying to register a pro- 
democracy party. 

Saying they were “pro- 
foundly shocked" by his 
arrest on charges of 
"incitement to overthrow 
state power" the 138 dis- 
sidents urged Jiang to 
press police in the east- 
ern province of Zhejiang 
io "immediately release 
Wang Youcai” and drop 
the investigation against 
him. 

Among the more 

prominent signatories of 
the petition, a copy of 
which was sent to AFP 
Tuesday. were Mao 

Guoliang. Wang 

Donghai, Wu Gaoxine, 
Xu Wenli and Qin 
Yongmin. 

In June, at the start of a 
historic visit by U.S. 
President Bill Clinton. 
Wang and two other dis- 
sidents, Wang Donghai 
and Lin Hui. formally 
applied io register the 
Chinese Democracy 
Party. 

It was the first such 
challenge to the one- 
party rule of the 
Communist Party since it 
came to power in China 
in 1949. 

Police detained some 
20 activists associated 
with the party in the 
weeks following 

Clinton's visit, but only 
32-year-old Wang 

remains in custody. 

At least three members 
set free last month, 
including Wang 

Donghai, Zhu Yufu and 
Zhu Zhengming. were 
warned by police not to 
leave their homes and 
remain under quasi- 
house arrest. 

Wang spent three years 
behind bars for his role 
in the 1989 Tiananmen 
Square protests. Beijing 
named him as the 15th 
most wanted student 
leader after the military 
crushed the pro-democ- 
racy demonstrations. 
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The battle goes on 


NOW THAT the Lower House has approved 
the draft press and publications law. journal- 
ists are counting down the days until the gov- 
ernment finally shuts them up once and for 
all. It is. as the chief editor of A1 Dustour 
newspaper put it the hC last dance’* for the 
country's media, but with no encores in sight 

The praiseworthy Intention, of course, is to 
make the media more responsible. But the 
question then is, responsible to what? The 
government or truth? 

The most disturbing aspect of the ongoing 
water scandal is not the fact that the drinking 
water of a city with over two million residents 
was contaminated and became dangerous to 
consume, but that the government intention- 
ally covered up about it. The press, responsi- 
ble to the truth, thus performed an invaluable 
service to the country by first exposing the 
fact that the water was contaminated, and 
then by calling out the attempted cover-up. 

Jordan now is at an important crossroads in 
its historv'. The one resource it can depend 
upon, the one resource that will never run out, 
is the human resource. Jordan must develop 
its citizenry* to be able to meet the challenges 
of the next century and beyond, and the only 
way to do this is by the free exchange of infor- 
mation and ideas. 

But the entire point of information exchange 
is lost when one cannot even talk about what 
is going on in one's own country. How will the 
future of Jordan develop if we cannot rely 
upon local institutions for accurate informa- 
tion? Will we have to depend on Western 
media, knowing its bias against the Middle 
East, for information on Jordan? Or perhaps 
we can rely upon The Jerusalem Post and 
Ma’ariv for important local developments 
while we look at pretty pictures of ministers 
shaking hands in the local press? 

It is difficult to believe that the new law will 
actually result in an increase in press free- 
doms. as Information Minister Abdullah 
Ensour assured us on Monday. He may be 
correct, but the voices of journalists, political 
groups, unions, rights groups, both local and 
international, and former ministers are 
answering to the contrary'. 

It seems that the press has lost this round 
and the government won. But only time will 
tell if Jordan will henefit from dosing its eyes, 
ears, and mouth to the facts both inside and 
outside the country 1 . But the battle for a free 
press has not ended. The press was not fight- 
ing against the government per se. but rather 
for the right to speak the truth. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al Ra'i's Tarcq Masarweh "as critical of the han- 
dlin': of »he latest development in the ongoing water 
problem in the capital. He said Milnther Haddad in to 
resign as minister of water and irrigation and handing 
his portfolio to the energy minister was no solution to 
the crisis. Mas.irweh said the responsibility for the 
water crisis lu> with the secretary general of the min- 
istry. the bureaucrats, the engineers and administrators 
working at the Zai Water Treatment Plant, and all Water 
Authority employees in the Jordan Valley. He said the 
new minister- tn-eharge. Mohammad Hourani. does not 
have a magic wand to wave and make (he crisis disap- 
pear. Masurweh called upon the government to make 
the details of the national water strategy public and 
tackle the water supply issue on a Regional rather than a 
national level. 


Al Dustour’s Jihad Mommani questioned the bene- 
fit of the recent resignation of water minister. Munthcr 
Hadadin. The writer called on the public trial of 
Haddudin and the government. He said sacking the 
minister will not solve any problem. According to 
Mommani. the minister jeopardised the lives oF 
Jordanians, and thus must be punished for what the 
writer termed a heinous crime. The one responsible for 
a nation wide crisis will get away without even being 
questioned, said Mommani. He said Haddadin will 
have the chance to work in the private sector enjoy ing 
his pension while Jordanians continue to live in daily 
fear. Mommani said the former minister could be re- 
appointed as water minister in one of the next govern- 
ments because he was ordered to resign from the Water 
Authority 1 0 years ago for a similar water crisis. 


Washington Watch 


Dr. James Zogby 


U.S. public ready for an Arab campaign 


AN AUGUST 1-3. 1998 poll conducted for the Arab 
American Institute in Washington shows that the atti- 
tudes of U.S. voters towards Israel and the Palestinians 
are now dead even. 

In response to policy questions the institute has been 
asking for the past two years. U.S. voters reject any U.S. 
policy that demonstrates bias towards Israel. At the same 
time. U.S. voters express strong support (3 to 1) should 
the U.S. administration decide ro pressure Israel to com- 
ply with the terms of the Middle East peace process. 

As promising as these results may be, they will only be 
meaningful if they are acted upon. Unfortunately, in all 
likelihood, they will not be. 

- During the past two years the Clinton administration 
has sought to use subtle forms of pressure to shift 
Israels Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu's posture 
toward the peace process. The prime minister has with- 
stood these efforts, knowing that the U.S. administration 
had limits. In this test of wills, it appears that, so far, 
Netanyahu has won. President Clinton seems unwilling 
and unable to take a more decisive and public stand 
against the Israeli government. Not only the active oppo- 
sition of the Republican Congress, the pressures of the 
upcoming congressional elections and resistance from 
the strong pro-Israel lobby weigh heavily on the presi- 
dent. Clinton's growing difficulties with the investiga- 
tions of the Office of the Independent Counsel have also 
become a substantial burden distracting the White House 
from involvement in several critical issues, both foreign 
and domestic. 

Despite the fact that the president’s personal populari- 


ty remains quite high and a strong display of presidential 
leadership to save the peace process would most likely 
win significant public support, it is unlikely that he will 
take such a stand anytime soon. 

What is also true, is that the Arabs will most likely do 
nothing to take advantage of the new public opinion sit- 
uation in the United States. 

To a great extent the shift in U.S. attitudes has come 
about without any effort by an Arab srate. Netanyahu has 
single-handedly made the greatest contribution to alien- 
ating U.S. voters from their previously strong pro-Israel 
positions. The administration's subtle message of dis- 
pleasure with Israeli policy and with Netanyahu, him- 
self. has also helped this shift. 

With U.S. support for Israel at its lowest point, 
Netanyahu and his U.S. supporters are planning a major 
fall offensive. Netanyahu, himself, will spend a week in 
the United Stales, his ambassadors are campaigning 
non-stop to get their message on television and in print, 
and Israeli supporters have announced a major public 
relations campaign against Palestinian statehood. 

The Palestinian office in Washington, on the other 
hand, remains underfunded, and without an adequate 
staff and programme. No other Arab embassy, to the best 
of my knowledge, has any initiative in the works and no 
Arab leaders have announced plans to tour the United 
States in a focused effort to capitalise on this new polit- 
ical situation. 

Netanyahu understands all pf this. He allowed the July 
29 Knesset deadline to pass without making a decision 
to withdraw from some of the occupied Palestinian lands 


both because he didn't want to and because he knew that 

he didn’t have to. , „ , . 

Netanyahu manoeuvred successfully to mute his oppo- 
sition within Israel and hold together enough of his 
coalition in order to protect his government. At the same 
time Netanyahu knew that there would be no decisive 
move from the United States, nor would there be any 
effective Arab countermove to expose his obstruction- 
Like the ideologue that he is, the prime pinister is will- 
ing to absorb unpopularity at home and abroad as long 
as it can be managed so as not to threaten his position. 

Netanyahu is willing to live with disapproval, as long 
as it is toothless. He is also willing to accept terrorism 
and violence, since these actually play into his *.unds — 
strengthening his position at home and reinforcing neg- 
ative Arab stereotypes abroad. 

Only a strong Arab public relations counteroffensive 
can alter this sorry state of affairs. Arab Americans can 
and are doing their part as Americans, but Arab states 
have a necessary role to play. They must bring their 
political weight to bear in the United States. A public 
campaign should be launched to promote Palestinian 
rights and to spell out to the U.S. public the dangers that 
U.S. inaction and a collapse of the peace process pose to 
America's interests in the Middle East. 

The new openness that exists in the public arena must 
be filled with defined policy options that press the 
-administration and Congress to acr to defend peace and 
U.S. interests. This moment, as ripe as it is for change, 
will not lasr forever. 


The Taleban have won — now they must join the world 


By JJ Fergusson 


NOW THAT they control 90 
per cent of Afghanistan the 
Taleban are bound to press for 
Western recognition. 

It appeared to be third time 
lucky for Afghanistan's Taleban 
Islamic movement this week- 
end as their forces rolled into 
Mazar-i-Sharif. stronghold of 
the opposition nonhem alliance 
which repelled the southern 
invaders twice last year. 
Reports on the extent of the 
city's occupation remain con- 
fused, but even Asad Ullah. 
spokesman for the most impor- 
tant alliance Figure, the ethnic 
Uzbek leader Abdul Rashid 
Dostum. acknowledged a 
'defeat. 

"Our forces have been scat- 
tered everywhere." he said. 
“There is not much we can do 
at the moment in the north" 

So what does the West do 
now? So far only three coun- 
tries. Pakistan. Saudi Arabia 
and the UAE. have recognised 
the Taleban as Afghanistan's 
legitimate rulers. Britain and 
the West still recognise the 
ousted president, the ethnic 
Tajik Burhannudin Rabbani, 
which is a source of deep irrita- 
tion to the Taleban leadership. 
Before this weekend the militia 
controlled about two-thirds of 
Afghanistan. Now that they 
control nine -tenths of it they 
are certain to press their case 
for Western recognition harder 
than ever. 

Taleban spokesmen in 
Islamabad have not ceased to 
point out the advantage* of 
their regime. First among these, 
they >j>. is the peace they hjie 
brought to the areas the* con- 


trol. achieved by a policy of 
disarmament. Certainly, the 
lawless bandits that still plague 
the north have all but disap- 
peared in the south, which has 
allowed fanners, for example, 
to drive their produce to market 
again. Something like normal 
life has resumed for a popula- 
tion that is utterly weary of 19 
consecutive years of war. Even 
some northerners acknowledge 
that achievement. 

The Taleban, who are mostly 
Pashtuns. by far the largest eth- 
nic group in Afghanistan, claim 
they have a popular mandate 
(though this is certainly not the 
case in the Dari-speaking 
north): they say they stand for 
stability, for trade, and for 
peace under the eyes of God. 
Afghanistan's neighbours, Iran 
and Russia, fear that the 
Taleban intend to export their 
fiery brand of Islam and have 
consistently, though not openly, 
supplied the opposition with 
money and arms. The Taleban 
angrily deny the charge, saying 
their ambitions extend no fur- 
ther than Afghanistan’s bor- 
ders. and blame the extension 
of the war on “foreign interfer- 
ence.” 

They may have a point, 
though the timing of the East 
African bombings could hardly 
have been worse for the 

Taleban in public relations 

terms. The U.S.’ prime suspect 
for the outrages in Nairobi and 
Dur-es-Salaam is the Saudi 
extremist Osama Bin Laden, 
who makes his home in 

Tuleban-controHcd fghanislan. 

Strangely enough. 

Afghanistan has not joined 
Libya. Syria el al in the 

Western consciousness as har- 


bourers of Islamic terrorism. At 
least, not yet. This may be 
because Western attention has 
been directed elsewhere, 
notably towards the more 
extreme aspects of the 
Tale ban's faith, and in particu- 
lar their treatment of women. 
The uproar that greeted the 
1996 edicts banning women 
from working and going to 
school, and enforcing the veil, 
came as a genuine surprise to 
the Taleban. They pointed out, 
with some justification, that 
there was nothing new in their 
edicts: Pashtuns have been 
locking up their women for 
centuries. What business was it 
of the West to complain, now 
that the Taleban had come to 
prominence? 

The Taleban had its Western 


With their victory in 
Mazaran an 
important excuse 
for Taleban 
intransigence has 
been taken away 


apologists. Some said that 
allowances should be made for 
naivety in such a young move- 
ment. and that in time, military 
success would foster a greater 
sense of international responsi- 
bility. After all. the Taleban did 
not exist before 1994, and it 
remains, essentially, a militia 
of students. Its troops are tradi- 
tionally drawn from the rural 
medrcssjihs, or religious 
schools, where orphans from 


the war with Russia were 
deposited and educated with no 
other text than the Koran. 

There is little sign, however, 
that the Talebpn are maturing. 
Indeed, relations with the West 
have if anything “grown worse. 
A number of high-profile visits 
by Western emissaries have 
ended in disaster, notably that 
of the European Commissioner. 
Emma Bonino. whom the 
Taleban 's supreme commander, 
the one-eyed Mullah 
Mohammed Omar, refused even 
to see because her delegation 
contained women. Meanwhile, 
edicts from the splendidly 
named Ministry for the 
Fostering of Virtue and the 
Suppression of Vice have not 
diminished, and are ever more 
Monty Pythonesque in flavour. 
Ground-fioor windows must be 
blacked out in case passers-by 
might spot a woman out of her 
birqa. Pubic hair must be 
shaved: spot checks were 

briefly introduced in Kabul's 
pedestrian subways. Less funny 
is the Taleban's attitude to the 
cultivation of opium. Despite a 
Taleban promise ro eradicate 
the crop they are aided by a 
four-year, $ 16.4m U.N.-spon- 
sored drugs control pro- 
gramme, which seeks to 
encourage the country's esti- 
mated 200.000 opium farmers 
to plant more wholesome crops 
in exchange for aid. Production 
this year has in fact increased 
by 25 per cent. Some 90 per 
cent of all heroin in the U.K. 
now originates in Afghanistan. 
There is little doubt that the 
Taleban are hypocritically 
exploiting the opium trade to 
fund their war with the north. 

Even more indicative of the 


Taleban’s disdain for the West, 
perhaps, is its attitude towards 
the Western aid community. 
The Afghans desperately need 
our aid and expertise if their 
shattered country is ever to be 
rebuilt. But the Taleban have 
constantly objected to the pres- 
ence of women among the aid 
teams based in Kabul: and ear- 
lier this year they demanded 
that the various aid agencies, 
for reasons of “management." 
decamp into a single compound 
in the capital. The majority of 
Western aid organisations has 
now ceased operations in Kabul 
and withdrawn from the coun- 
try. 

Under these circumstances it 
is hard to see how the Taleban 
can possibly expect the West to 
recognise them as 

Afghanistan's rightful rulers. 
Yet expect it they do. The gulf 
of misunderstanding is as wide 
as ever. With their victory in 
Mazaran an important excuse 
for Taleban intransigence has 
been taken away. They can no 
longer regretfully point to the 
exigencies of war as the rea- 
sons for their heavy-handed 
control of the population: and 
with the fulfilment of their stal- 
ed military ambitions, they will 
be forced to prove their creden- 
tials as peacetime rulers. This 
they cannot do without Western 
aid. Yet the West, and rightly, 
refuses to give the Taleban that 
unless they make some serious 
concessions in the field of 
human rights. If they want 
Western recognition, then the 
ball is in their court. It is time 
for the Taleban to grow up. 


— The Independent 


Letters 


A partial response 


To the editor: 


THIS IS a partial response to what the 
Jordan Time* ha* been reporting about the 
“water crisis” and the public “outcry." In 
it* coverage, the Jordan Times sounded 
unlike it* own *elf. It read and sounded 
like the Arabic weekly papers ihai thrive 
on instigated excitements, and phony 
headlines. The time will come when the 
Jordan Time* readers will realise the mis- 
take their only daily has committed by 
joining an orchestrated assault on my nw7i 
person. It i* condoling that my own reputa- 
tion. skill* and track record have been 
earned by my own efforts and not promot- 
ed by the papers that mounted a “blit?" on 
my own person. Consequently, my integri- 
ty. reputation and established track record 
cannot be tarnished by this designed 
assault. 

My partial response is aimed at the con- 
tents of the latest editorial on August 1 1. 
1995. entitled "Sharing responsibility.*' 
While 1 full) agree with the notions 
emphasised in your editorial concerning 
public participation and the mounting 
pres* campaigns flagging the proportions 
of the water shortages in the country. I Find 
myself, among other disagreements, not in 
agreement with your attitude towards irri- 
gated agriculture, 'lour attitude is not new, 
but is rather instigated by and shared with 
several donor parties in the West, who 
preach urban water security at the expense 


of rural areas. To start with, your figure* 
of water consumed by irrigated agriculture 
are wrong, and so is the percentage of agri- 
cultural use compared to the total renew- 
able water resources. In Jordan, irrigation 
seldom uses in excess of 550 mcm/year 
and not 750 as your editorial claimed; and 
such use constitutes about 68*7- and not 
“5‘T of the renewable water resources. 
Additionally, some 65 million cubic 
metres of agricultural use is actually recy- 
cled treated wastewater. However. I do not 
intend lo pull von into technical dialogue* 
in which I am sure you will not win. hut I 
want to stress the following clear facts: 

* Urban population fund rural population 
tool need water, food and shelter to sur- 
vive. along with other needs for prosperity. 
Rural areas produce food commodities in 
meet the needs of population. Productivity 
of the irrigated land is good and ranks bet- 
ter than most other countries in the Middle 
East and North Africa. Your claim that 750 
mcm of irrigation water finws into a poor 
and thirsty soil is not quite objective. 

* The rural food producer* are a segment 
of society that deserve attention and sup- 
port. Their mere presence in rural Jordan is 
a tribute to them for winch they deserve 
not only the rhetorical support, but also 
actual subsidy like all other nations pro- 
vide to their farmers, 

* Diversion of irrigaiion water to urban 
use implied in your editorial is a risky 
business. No such ideas should be enter- 


tained before thorough analysis of the 
wcial. economic, political, environmental 
and puhiic health impacts ore made. 

* The pricing of water in Jordan is based 
on the principle of cost recovery, and the 
“polluter pays” principle. The cost of 
urban water supply per one million cubic 
metre* is considerably more than the cost 
of the same quantity supplied to Jordan 
Valley farmers. This explains the disparity 
between urban water prices and Jordan 
Valley irrigaiion water pricing. 

* Well owners who now sell wafer to the 
public had obtained permits to drill and 
sell in the early 1960's. They arc helping 
meet a need in an efficient private sector 
business. Water in the aquifer is u commu- 
nal property, and well owners arc permit- 
ted to charge only the fair cost of abstrac- 
tion and filling of tankers. Any abuse of 
their role can be rectified by government. 

* Over the past year. I have laid down a 
comprehensive water strategy for the 
Kingdom, and published four “Policy 
Papers,'’ all issued by decree of the Counci l 
ol‘ Ministers. These spell out the govern- 
ment's policies in the water sector. An 
investment plan was formulated along with 
a water balance schedule, all charting our 
roads into the future until the year 2025. 

One last point in this partial response. 
Please do not preach ideas with the notion 
that Jordan is a water-rich country with 
lots of other wealth sources. Our own 
renewable water resources can comfort- 


ably accommodate only 1.5 million peo- 
ple. Today we have about 4.6 million. This 
means that water resources arc stressed 
three times more than they should be. It 
also explains the deficit in the foreign trade 
balance in food commodities tJDll5/capi- 
ta in 1997 1 . and the urban water shortage. 
It further explains rhe sensitivity of our 
limited resources to pollutants. The high 
cost of urban warer is attributed to the long 
haul of water to these areas and the associ- 
ated high lift that consumes energy. In fact. 
Jordan has a trilemma summarised in one 
Word: “Liquidity." It means: 

a - liquid money: the per capita share of 
national income is modest, around SI600 
per year. 

b - water: the per capita share of renew- 
able water resources does not exceed 1 75 
cubic metres per year compared to the 

say * a that amount* to 

500 times that much, and. 

c - energy translated into electricity, 
often termed in the USA as" juice’*. i.c.. 
jiquid. Jordan does not have substantial 
indigenous energy resources. 

The many issues you sketchily raised are 
worthy of specialised reports, especially 
when the journalists and their papers arc 
interested in objectivity and not in chasing 
cxciung but phony headlines. 


Dr. Munther J. Haddadin | 
Former Minister of Water and j 


Irrigation ; 
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Wasteland village saved by its women 


By Teresa Pooie 

HATGAL, Mongolia —It was one of 
those Hatgal mornings for 77-year-old 
Dolgin. 

.‘T^ddesisonworfcsasamghtwaich- 
man guarding a small store. Last night he 
was drunk with some other people, so (he 
police arrested them and kept them in the 
pobce-station.” 

leaning wearily on her two crutches at 
730 am, she had just been to the lock-up. 

“The police say they have to investi- 
gate," die said. 

-Crime is hardly a problem in Hatgal, 
because there is nothing much to steal. 
Unemployment and excessive drinking, 
on die other hand, certainly are. And it is 
the women of the village who are picking 
up the pieces, trying fast to reinvent a rai- 
son d'etre for this shrinking community 
on Mongolia's far-flung northern border 
with Russia. 

- In ter office, HatgaJ’s elected woman 
governor. Togtohnyam. sat with her two 
female senior colleagues, reflecting on 
tew far Hatgal has sunk. The deputy 
governor. Hishigsuren (who like most 
Mongolians uses one name), said: ‘In the 
old days, there was discipline and princi- 
ples which were followed. People have 
become more inactive. Before 1990, the 
consumption of alcohol was not at the 
same level as now.” 

.The old days must seem like another 
wodd for the residents who are clinging 
on. 

Bengal's heyday was the late 1980s 
when its remoteness was its strength. Sit- 
ting at the southern tip of Lake Hovsgol 
the world's second hugest freshwater 
lake, Hatgal was a busy trading town 
with a population of 6300. 

Wandering the deserted desolate vil- 


lage and surrounding grasslands, now 
home to just 2,800, It seems unimagin- 
able that transport trucks used to have to 
queue for two days to pick up goods flora 
the lakeside port. 

Lake Hovsgol was HaigaTs lifeline to 
the world. The lake stretches 85 miles to 
the north, almost to the border. For seven 
decades, Mongolia was a satellite com- 
munist state of the USSR, and Soviet- 
traded goods and raw materials trundled 
down this route. In the brief summer, 
then? were non-stop cargo ferries. During 
the winter, when temperatures drop to~- 
40C. the frozen lake was a highway for 
trucks. 

The good life stopped abruptly in 1 989, 
when Ulan Bator banned transportation 
on the increasingly polluted lake on envi- 
ronmental grounds. The next year. Mon- 
golia peacefully abandoned commu- 
nism, and the Soviet Union abandoned 
Mongolia, cutting off subsidies equiva- 
lent to 30 per cent of gross domestic 
product. Hatgal suddenly found itself at 
the end of a long road which no longer 
went anywhere. 

During the early 1990s, it was bad 
everywhere in Mongolia, but it was 
worse in Hatgal. The 10 factories all 
closed, thirsty for subsidised Soviet oil 
and bereft of markets. "Only 250 people 
are now employed in HatgaL out of a 
labour force of 1 .600,” said Togtohnyam. 

It is a bleak, windswept settlement. 
Low houses and traditional gers tents sit 
behind stockade fences, with empty 
wasteground in between. In summer, 
groups of men sit around on the streets, 
while Hatgal’s two policemen keep the 
peace. There is no electricity, because 
Hatgal has no money for diesel to fuel the 
Japanese-donated generator. On the out- 
skirts of the village sit the carcasses of 


abandoned buildings, stripped years ago 
for scrap. The number of secondary 
school students collapsed from 1,700 to 
560 as people moved away. The only 
bright development is that Hatgal, not 
previously a tending centre, now boasts 
20,000 private livestock — for food. 

So the women are trying to rescue Hai- 
gaL “Most of the administration people 
here ore women. We top three are all 
women,” said 44-year-old Togtohnyam. 
It was in 1994 that the Haigal villagers 
requested that she run for governor. Bom 
and raised in Hatgal, she had left for Ulan 
Bator at the age of 18. 

Her career as Communist Party mem- 
ber and top official at the national Youth 
Federation saw' her rise to the ranking of 
a deputy minister. But when communism 
gave way to democracy and flee market 
capitalism in 1990, she was unceremoni- 
ously dumped. 

Unemployed, Togtohnyam started 
trading privately with China and Russia, 
and Hatgal heard about her success. In 
the 1994 local polls, she was elected Hat- 
gal's governor, the first woman in the 
posL She ran as a Mongolian People's 
Revolutionary Party (MPRP) member, 
the old Communist Party. ‘The party 
made some mistakes, of course, in its his- 
tory but there were a lot of achieve- 
ments.” 

Tragedy then struck. In 1995. her busi- 
nessman husband drowned, leaving her 
with a son, now right, and a village still 
near collapse. Impro ving the lives of the 
women became a priority. “Sometimes 
when I started as governor, women just 
came into my office, put their babies on 
my table and told me their children need- 
ed to eat." At the end of 1997, some 78 
per cent of Hatgal s under- 1 8s were clas- 
sified as malnourished. 


Togtohnyam is up for re-election in 
October this year. 'Things have starred to 
get better in the past two years," she said. 

Hatgal now officially has 11 private- 
sector workers, operating small shops 
and restaurants. “The psychology of the 
people has changed. Now they are dying 
to make money by themselves. They 
used to see die government just as some- 
thing to depend on.” 

The shops are almost all run by 
women, selling simple foodstuffs and 
clothes brought in flora Ulan Bator, a 25- 
bqur drive away. 

Togtohnyam has been offering small, 
low-interest loans to encourage business 
start-ups, and seeking aid money from 
overseas funders. Tourism is Hatgal's big 
hope, with 1,000 visitors in 1997. The 
water in the lake is now so clean that 
locals claim they can see to depths of 1 50 
feet The problem is the difficulty getting 
to Haigal and the short summer season- 
in the meantime, the governor is air- 
rounded by problems she cannot solve, 
and her best electoral strategy probably 
ties in persuading Japan to donate diesel 
for the generator before die October polL 
The election is expected to be fienrely 
contested by many candidates. '‘Hatgal is 
politically a very active place. Maybe 
because of unemployment they have 
nothing to do, or maybe it’s because they 
have poor living standards, the people are 
actively participating in the political 
affairs," she said. As elsewhere in Mon- 
golia, democracy is proving a quicker 
success than capitalism. But Tog- 
tobnyam is fighting on: T want to prove 
to local people that women can do a lot 
for the area.” 

— The Independent 


Physicists invent smart glass, but lack cash to market it 


By Gesme Desgroseiffiers 

GIESSEN, Germany — A 
team of German scientists has 
come up with a way of treating 
window glass so that it reflects 
most of the hot summer sun 
away from, a building, yet 
soaks in the weak sunlight of 
winter so as to save on heating 
bills. The trouble is. the physi- 
cists at Giessen University say 
they lack funds to turn the idea 
into a commercial product. 

Their brainwave was to coat 
glass, .with a.tbin. layer of vana- 
dium dioxide,. Unfortunately, 
that makes the view through 
the glass rather murky, and the 
researchers are struggling to 
make it more transparent Who' 


needs windows if you can't 
admire the view? 

“To refine this idea and to 
adapt the coaling to various 
climatic conditions we need an 
investor, ideally an industrial 
user,” said Bruno Meyer, a 
professor at one of Giessen's 
physics institutes. 

Modem buildings have good 
insulation in the walls, but still 
tend to leak warmth, inwards 
and outwards, through the 
windows. In colder countries, 
that means expensive heating 
energy is wasted in winter. In 
summer, buildings with lots of 
windows — such as modem . 
high-rises become' heat- " 
traps. So more energy is wast- 
ed on cooling them. Reflective 


glass helps, but it becomes a 
handicap in winter-time. 

Meyer's task force decided 
to invent “smart” glass that 
changed its behaviour accord- 
ing to the season, and hit on 
vanadium dioxide as the 
answer because of its property 
of letting through radiation at 
cold temperatures but block- 
ing its passage when summer 
comes. 

In the Giessen laboratory, 
the compound was applied to 
the glass as a vapour. The tem- 
perature at which it is applied 
is critical, because the hotter 
. the vapour, the bigger the crys- 
: taE that form and the better the 
switching properties of the 
coating. 


In practice however, the 
vapour cannot be applied hot- 
ter than 500 degrees Celsius, 
which is the maximum tem- 
perature of window-glass dur- 
ing manufacture. Anything 
hotter would require whole- 
sale changes in glassmaking. 

The thinnest the Giessen sci- 
entists have managed to make 
a coating is 100 nanometres: 
about ODe thousandth the 
thickness of a human hair. But 
that is still not thin enough to 
see through clearly. 

Their glass is only 40 per 
cent as transparent as normal 
glass, whereas conventional 
tinted windows let through 70 
to SO per cent of the light that 
would go through untreated 


glass. The solution would be to 
make the coating even thinner 
and add an anti-reflex layer. 
Computer simulations by tte 
team suggest an anti-reflex 
treatment would improve 
transparency by 60 per cent 
But the academics fear they 
are getting out of their depth. 
Elaborate research to create a 
“glass for all seasons” that 
people would want to buy is 
beyond the resources of the 
university department, said 
Meyer ruefully. If the boffins 
cannot find an investor, their 
idea will remain just that: an 
idea. 

— Deutsche Presse-Agentur 


In a maze of rubble, 
one remarkable reunion 


By James C. McKinley, Jr. 

NAIROBI, Kenya — Per- 
haps more than anyone 
else who survived the 
bombing of the U.S. 
Embassy here, Joanne 
■Grady-Huskey and her 
husband understand the 
fickleness of fate. 

On Friday morning, 
Mrs. Grady-Huskey took 
her two children — 
Christopher, who is 8, and 
Caroline, who is 5 — to 
the embassy doctor for a 
routine checkup. She had 
planned to meet her hus- 
band, James Huskey, a 
political officer at the 
embassy, after the 
appointment. 

The doctor's office is in 
the basement of the 
embassy, in downtown 
Nairobi, next to a parking 
garage. They were run- 
ning late for' their 10 a.m. 
appointment Mrs. Grady- 
Huskey parked her gray 
Honda Accord in the lot 
behind the embassy, just 
two cars down from a cov- 
ered pickup track that FBI 
investigators now suspect 
was p'acked with explo- 
sives. 

It was 10:33 a.m„ she 
said. 

Mrs: Grady-Huskey led 
her children down a park- 
ing ramp and through a 
door and hurried along a 
corridor to the doctor's 
office. A few seconds 
later, they heard a small 
explosion, a loud pop. like 
a grenade going off. 

"One more minute later, 
the whole thing blew up 
and we were on the floor 
screaming,” Mrs. Grady- 
Huskey said. “We found 
each other in the dark- 
ness.” 

Her husband was at a 
meeting in the ambas- 
sador's office on the 
fourth floor when the car 
bomb detonated with an 
explosive force that bomb 
experts now estimate 
equalled hundreds of 


pounds of dynamite. The 
bomb flattened a seven- 
story building next to the 
embassy, gutted most of 
the mission and broke 
windows for 10 blocks. 

When the explosion 
shattered the windows and 
shook the foundation. 
Huskey knew his family 
was supposed to be in the 
doctor's office in the base- 
ment. He ran through a 
ruined hallway and slum- 
bled down a central stair- 
well. With each step, he 
encountered more destruc- 
tion, more blood, more 
bodies, he said.. 

In the basement, Mrs. 
Grady-Huskey, wrapped 
in darkness and chaos, 
decided they had to get 
out. 

She found her children 
by touch, and they began 
crawling back through the 
wrecked hallway. They 
crawled and scrambled 
over rabble and cement 
blocks and through thick 
black smoke. She held 
onto her little girl's hand, 
and Caroline held onto her 
brother. 

The family encountered 
a critically injured woman 
and had to cross over her. 
They pressed on. There 
was no light, and they 
could find no opening. 

“I was really concerned 
when I was crawling 
through with my kids that 
I didn't find a hole,” she 
said. "Then I saw a light.” 

The mother and children 
made it through a door- 
way that had been half 
destroyed and walked up 
the parking-lot ramp into a 
world turned into an infer- 
no. Where the parking lot 
had been there were only 
the carcasses of cans, 
smoke, fire, nibble and 
charred bodies. Mrs. 
Grady-Huskey and her 
children staggered around 
the building toward the 
entrance, but ran into a 
fence. 

"The whole place was 


on fire," she said. Huskey 
had made his way down 
four flights of stairs and 

had staggered out the front 
of the embassy with the 
rest of the traumatised and 
bleeding staff. He ran 
around the south corner of 
the building. .It looked 
like a wall of fire, he said. 
Then he saw his 5-year- 
old daughter behind a 
metal fence, covered with 
soou screaming. “Daddy! 
Daddy!” Then he saw Iris 
son, then his wife. 

“I tell you the most 
important experience of 
my life was rounding that 
Corner and thinking my 
family was dead and see- 
ing the fire in the back- 
ground and my little girl.” 
he recalled. “It was just an 
incredible Feeling." With 
help from other men 
standing nearby, he pried 
apart the bars so they 
could get out. 

Mrs. Grady-Huskey 
said: “We are alive. I am 
terribly sad that so many 
of our friends are dead." 

On Monday, Huskey, 
who has been helping with 
the gruesome job of iden- 
tifying embassy employ- 
ees killed in the blast, 
went down to the mis- 
sion's parking lot to exam- 
ine the remains of his car. 
His daughter had left her 
favorite doll inside and he 
had a vague hope of 
recovering it. 

The Honda had been 
reduced to a blackened 
shell. Rescue workers had 
picked it up and stacked it 
on top of some other 
wrecks. 

"Thirty seconds earlier, 
they would have been 
evaporated,” he said. “It's 
just luck." 

“To have four members 
of one family in that 
embassy and to survive is 
just beyond imagination,” 
he added. 

— New York Times 


‘Mini car war’ accused of impropriety 


THE PROMOTIONAL 
battle between Korea’s 
two leading automak- 
ers, who are pitching 
their 800-cc mini cars, 
has become a mudsling- 
ing match, prompting 
government interven- 
tion and public criti- 
cism, industry sources 
said recently. 

Commenting on the 
marketing war between 
Hyundai Motor Co.'s 
_Atoz. and Daewoo 
Motor Co.'s Matiz, an 
official of the Fair 
Trade Commission said 
the antitrust watchdog 
is to make a final ruling 
soon over whether their 
advertisements of mini 
subcompact models 
have violated fair trade 
rales. 

“Right now. the gov- 
ernment's preliminary 
view on the issue is that 
the small car ads by 
both companies appear 
to have unjustifiably 
degraded each other’s 
product," the official 
said. 

The nation's two 
largest automakers, des- 
perate to survive a 
recession, in the domes- 
tic car market, are fran- 
ticly promoting their 
mini cars, failing to 
stop short of implicit 
slander. 

Hyundai Motor Co.. 
Korea’s largest 

automaker, has adver- 
tised its Atoz. a four- 
cylinder model, as more 
powerful than a three- 
cylinder Mariz of Dae- 
woo Motor Co. 

The No. 2 carmaker 
wasted no time in send- 
ing . a counter punch 
with an ad depicting 
Matiz zooming over one 
moutain path after 
another, while a small 
car resembling the Atoz 
fails to make . it over 
even one mountain. 

. “Hyundai’s ad can 


mislead consumers into 
believing that four- 
cylinder cars always 
perform better than 
three-cylinder ones, 
while Daewoo’s promo- 
tion gives the impres- 
sion that a specific car 


model, though unidenti- 
fied, caDnot climb a 
steep mountain,” the 
official said. 

He said that if the ads 
are judged as unfair, the 
two companies will be 


required to apologise to 
the public as well as 
publicly rectify them.. 

Meanwhile, even as 
the government has 
stepped in to stop the 
advertising slugfesi, the 
two rival car makers 


had a car test between 
Atoz and Matiz July 21. 
this time not in ads but 
at a steep and meander- 
ing pass on a rugged 
mountain in Kangwon 
Province. 


The result was a draw. 
Both cars climbed to the 
top of the mountain 
along the pass with lit- 
tle difficulties. Each 
took about 25 minutes 
going about 7 kilome- 
tres uphill. 

To the relief of 
Hyundai officials, the 
test drive proved Dae- 
woo's argument wrong 
that Atoz may not climb 
a steep mountain as 
implied in the Daewoo 
Matiz ad. 

However, the driving 
bartle is not the end of 
the duel. 

Organisers of the 
event said that the next 
test will take place on 
an unpaved road to see 
the strength of chassis 
of the two rival cars. 

Separately from the 
uphill and unpaved road 
tests, they have been 
conducting 20,000-kilo- 
metre durability test of 
Matiz and Atoz. Both 
cars reached a 10,000 
kilometres mark as of 
July 21, they said. 

Industry watchers, 
however, said that the 
all-or-nothing advertis- 
ing war over the small 
domestic market 

between the automakers 
which represent Korea 
leaves something to 
think over. “Moreover, 
the auto industry is now 
reeling under the dou- 
ble troubles of market- 
ing slump and labour 
unrest,"’ said an analyst. 
"Now is the time for the 
domestic businesses to 
join forces to find a 
breakthrough in over- 
seas sales to ride out the 
slump.” 

— News Review-Korea 



King dismisses speculations over succession as ‘nonsensical’ 


(Continued from page I) 

Following are ’major excerpts off 
the interview : 

Q. After all these years as ruler, 
can you give us an evaluation 
about them — good or bad? 

A The past years were foil of 
major events which have had their 
direct impact on the region — 
from the time when foreign pow- 
ers imposed their hegemony on it 
and until today. Regrettably the 
instability in the Arab World that 
lasted for a long time cost us tte 
loss of great opportunities for 
progress and cooperation and we 
missed chances for achieving 
integration. We have been true to 
our call for Arab unity in the full 
sense of the wool However , there 
are new trends through which we 
can attain our objective — by eco- 
nomic integration and cooperation 
which we hope will be trans- 
formed into facts on the ground in 
the near future. As for Jordan we 
believe that we have followed a 
course that is beneficial for the 
Arabs, and Jordan has set exam- 
ples of sacrifice and of genuine 
support for the Arab brothers 
under all circumstances . Thank 
God Jordan is now on the right 
course of democracy. Democracy 
cannot be attained without an 
experiment until tte time comes 
for all to rise to tte required level. 
Jordan has acquired a prominent 
status in tte world around us 
inclining the Arab World. Jordan 
is advocating a just and hon- 
ourable peace and is committed to 
this call under all circumstances. 
We seek peace that can be accept- 
able to the coming generations. 
We seek peace despite all the hard- 
ships and difficulties that we con- 
tinue to face and hope to see this 
objective realised because it is tte 
hope of the majority of people in 
Jordan and elsewhere. Tte past 
years were truly difficult, and we 
learned from die experience. I am 
grateful to die Jordanian family 
which has supported me under all 
covumstances and I hope that Jor- 
dan will always sec a good exam- 
ple for others in the region and tte 
world at large. 

Q. Despite the long distance 
from home you have been follow- 
ing upon your country's problems 
and affairs .This was demonstrated 


dearly in your letter to Crown 
Prince Hassan. In your view how 
can Jordan deal with tte negative 
situations? 

A This is part of our life at tins 
stage. When I talked about democ- 
racy I meant that it should not be 
regarded as a recipe but ratter as 
an exercise. I believe the present 
situation is a reflection of what we 
have been experiencing recently. 
We have made long strides in 
ensuring immunity for our 
employees in order to give them 
reassurance over their future under 
all circumstances but recently we 
have come face to face with more 
than one incident, but God has 
protected us. I am talking about 
negligence and shirking of respon- 
sibility which is a sign that we are 
facing danger should the present 
situation be allowed ro continue 
unchecked. Personally, I believe 
that, for example, sauce tte water 
of Lake Tiberias is relatively still . 
and, this is known through history, 
why precautionary measures have 
not been takea in advance to avoid 
mishaps. 

I was deeply disturbed by 
attempts at covering up tte defects 
which should be exposed and we 
should act with full transparency 
so that we can correct our mis- 
takes. Those responsible for these 
mistakes must be punished to 
guarantee that errors are not 
repeated at the expense of tte 
nation and tte people. As to tte 
water problem 1 believe we should 
not be lax in dealing with it Tte 
water should be fresh and healthy 
and in its natural state, and any- 
thing less than that is absolutely 
unacceptable. Water resources are 
scarce and our problem is a big, 
but we have solutions, and I won- 
der why we do not deal with die 
problem Why does such a prob- 
lem not happen in otter regions? 
Tte situation is totally unaccept- 
able, nor is it acceptable to see any 
one covering up for il 

Q.Your follow upon events was 
not confined to domestic issues 
but covered the stalled peace 
negotiations as well. You have 
been monitoring with concern 
contacts between the Crown 
Prince and tte Israeli and Palestin- 
ian officials. How do you evaluate 
the situation now in tight of tte 
Israeli government's position? 

A In my view we arc far behind 


what had to be achieved in the 
region in connection with the 
peace process. Peace cannot be 
achieved unless we are equals and 
based on mutual respect and true 
desire for hs establishment so that 
the future generations can benefit 
from it. It is not a maner of bar- 
gaining over small mailers. Tte 
issue ai hand is far bigger, and its 
dangers are real. Those who speak 
in the language of war do not 
realise the meaning of war or the 
value of humans, nor do they 
realise tte consequences on the 
present and the future of people. 
This does not mean that tte 
answer is in our hands. Tte 
answer is in tte hands of Israel and 
its government. We can try to 
achieve this objective through 
contacts with tte Israeli people 
and officials. 

Q. The stalled peace negotia- 
tions constitute a fertile ground for 
forces of extremism. How great 
are the fears of an impending 
explosion? 

A I believe the hands of the 
clock are moving not in the inter- 
est of anybody. We might face 
uncomfortable developments not 
only affecting us but ratter all oth- 
ers in tte region. 

Q, You have met President Clin- 
ton in Washington, are there plans 
for further meetings? 

A Contacts are continuing. It 
was a chance for me and Queen 
Noes- to meet the president and 
Firsi Lady Hillary Clinton. They 
overwhelmed us with warm feel- 
ings and we talked about our prob- 
lems and issues of common con- 
cern. 1 believe President Clinton is 
doing everything possible to give 
momentum to tte peace process. 

Q. You have talked to the Jor- 
danian people about your health 
condition, and we have to ask you 
about your health because we 
heard from Jordanians that if their 
Kins falls sick the whole country 
win suffer.? 

A I would like to assure every- 
body that my health condition is 
far better than it has been before. 
My health today cannot be com- 
pared with my state when I arrived 
in the United States. I am a lof bet- 
ter and my doctors are optimistic, 
and my morale is high. I am about 
to start die second session of 
chemotherapy Wednesday but I 
am feeling much better. 

Q: Your health condition has 
attracted a lot of attention and 


anticipation inside tte country, and 
speculation aboard. How do you 
see tte ftmure ? 

A: Quite honestly, I find all 
these speculations and nonsensical 
opinions expressed by some quite 
strange. These opinions are, in 
fact, groundless. To start with no 
person is immortal, and we live for 
(he people and their future We do 
not work with only tte present in 
mind, but rather for the decades to 
come. Secondly, the situation does 
not warrant such speculation. In 
fact. I have made it a point to 
inform people all over tte world of 
tte .smallest details of my condi- 
tion. This stems from my firm 
belief in tnuispareney and in the 
fact that people have to appreciate 
that they are dealing with nxxtal 
human beings whose primary pur- 
pose in life is to serve them. So. 
speculation or otherwise, the fact 
is that as far as tte succession is 
concerned, it rests in tte hands of 
my brother, whom I have chosen 
over others many years ago. and 
who has shouldered his responsi- 
bilities and performed his duties 
folly. As for what may transpire 
after that in the future, this is a sub- 
ject that we have addressed in the 
past, and there is no justification 
for raising h now. All I wish for is 
that the Hashemite family contin- 
ue to serve and build, and to be a 
significant factor in uniting people 
together towards the objective (hat 
our fathers and forefathers upheld 
and which future generations will 
uphold after us. God willing. We 
are all in the service of future gen- 
erations. All tte issues that may be 
surrounded by speculation or anx- 
ieiv will have tte right answers in 
the right time. AU this talk, in fact 
is out of tine, coming ii seems 
from many out there whose objec- 
tive has always been to attack us in 
some form or another, and to make 
us appear weaker. The truth is, and 
I challenge ail those who say oth- 
erwise, thai Jordan Is strong, stead- 
fast; its people are united under all 
circumstances. This is true today 
and in tte future, as it has been 
proven in tte past Jordan is an 
impenetrable fort, strong in the full 
sense of the word. Any views to 
the contrary have no justification, 
and all those who wish to specu- 
« late otherwise are quite welcome 
to come forward. Tune will prove 
them wrong. 
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Central Bank 
seen keeping 
rates high to 
bolster dinar 


By Suleiman A1 Khalidi 

Ratters 


AMMAN — The Central 
Bank of Jordan is expected 
to maintain higher short- 
term interest rates to sup- 
port the dinar against for- 
eign currencies, bankers 
said Tuesday. 

The Central Bank sharply 
raised short-term interest 
rates last month, and 
increased the discount rate 
to S.5 per cent from 7.75 
per cent after a surge of 
demand for the dollar in 
local exchange houses and 
banks. 

This was caused by ner- 
vousness over King Hus- 
sein's health after a cancer 
diagnosis. 

But the bank's readiness 
to sell millions of dollars 
into the market without 
restrictions or administra- 
tive obstacles to defend the 
dinar's peg against the dol- 
lar showed a level of confi- 
dence which helped con- 
tain the crisis, bankers said. 

“The Central Bank has 
taken many effective mea- 
sures. which all are geared 
to firstly preserve the 
exchange rate of the dinar 
and control money supply 
by adjusting interest rates 
higher." Abdul Qader 
Dweik. general manager of 
the Housing Bank told 
Reuters. 

Average yield on one- 
month CD < certificate of 
deposit) issues — a main 
interest rate benchmark — 
rose in one week to 9.60 
per cent against 7.S9 per 
cent. One week repurchase 
rates were also raised to 1 1 
per cent against 8.5 per 
cent. 

Bankers say a differential 
of over four per cent 
between dinar and dollar 
deposits has already 
stemmed most of the spec- 
ulation on the local curren- 
cy and bolstered the attrac- 
tiveness of dinar-denomi- 
nated assets. 

One-month dinar 

deposits are currently 
between seven and eight 
per cent against around 4.5 
per cent for dollar deposits. 

The Central Bank wants 
to contain the latest crisis 
side effects while ensuring 
higher rates do not push 
borrowing costs even high- 
er and depress lending to a 


sluggish business sector. 

“We issued one-month 
paper to confirm this is 
short-term so chat it does 
not have an impact on 
long-term interest rates." 
said one Central Bank 
source. 

The Central Bank has 
kept average yields on state 
development bonds issued 
during the height of dollar 
demand at S.65 per cent. 
But bankers expect long- 
term paper yields to catch 
up with the rise in short- 
term yields in coming 
issues. 

Encouraged by healthy 
reserves, the Central Bank 
had over the last year low- 
ered interest rates to help 
spur investment. 

But bankers believe the 
relaxation of a tight mone- 
tary policy, whose main 
plank is defence of the 
dinar, is no longer a policy 
option in the short-term in 
a climate of economic 
gloom, uncertainty over 
Iraq and tension in Middle 
East peacemaking. 

“It is a pressing reality, 
the stability of the dinar's 
exchange rate and making 
the dinar more 
attractive. .this is the priori- 
ty of the Central Bank in 
this phase to stem specula- 
tion on the dinar.” Dweik 
said, echoing views of 
most bankers. 

Bankers say the circum- 
stances and handling of the 
latest dinar crisis is in 
sharp contrast to a severe 
economic crisis in 1989 
which wiped foreign 
reserves and devalued the 
dinar. 

The monetary authorities 
are cushioned by over $1.6 
billion in net foreign 
reserves and an indirect 
monetary policy with var- 
ied money market instru- 
ments which allows better 
handling of any pressure 
on the dinar. 

Others say nearly 40 per 
cent of total deposits are 
dollar denominated, mean- 
ing Jordanians have 
already hedged against 
political uncertainty. 

“There has been historic 
saturation since the 1989 
crisis which has reduced 
the impact of the demand 
on the dollar." one banker 
said. 


Japan gets more grim news 
on economy, yen plummets 


TOKYO fR) — Japan 
released yet another grim 
assessment of the state of 
its economy on Tuesday, 
and its currency hit an 
eight-year low against the 
dollar and banking shares 
dragged the stock market 
lower. 

“The conditions .ahead of 
us are harsh. I think we will 
have to cope with a lot of 
hardships before attaining a 
recovery.” Economic Plan- 
ning Agency (EPA) Minis- 
ter Taichi Sakaiya told a 
news conference. 

In its monthly report, the 
EPA depicted an economy 
that was still limping at low 
levels. 

“Final demand is weak 
due to cautious sentiment 
among households and 
businesses. This effect is 
also spilling over to pro- 
duction and employment. 
In short, the economy is in 
an exceedingly severe con- 
dition led by a prolonged 
slump." it said. 

Following the report, the 
dollar soared above 147 
yen. its highest level since 
August 1990, on worries 
over battered Asian stock 
markets and concerns over 
Japan's banking sector. 

The Tokyo share market 
fell in tandem, especially 
banking stock, with the key 
225-share Nikkei average 
closing down 1.40 per cent, 
or 219.43. points, at 
1 5,406.99. The average 
briefly dropped by more 
than two per cent to as low 
as 15.310.59. 

Top government 

spokesman Hiromu Xonaka 
said Japan was strongly 
concerned about the yen's 
fall against the dollar. 

“We are aware of the 


yen's falls in the Tokyo 
market today, and we are 
strongly worried... We are 
watching closely, and will 
take appropriate steps at the 
appropriate time." he told a 
news conference. 

Earlier in the day. the 
Bank of Japan (BOJ) 
announced a fall in the 
domestic wholesale price 
index ( WPI) for July, which 
fell 2.2 per cent from a year 
earlier, maintaining market 
fears of a deflationary spi- 
ral. 

And at a regular monetary 
policy meeting, the BOJ’s 
Policy Board announced it 
had decided to leave its 
ultra-low interest rate poli- 
cy unchanged. 

Ahead of the policy board 
meeting. BOJ Governor 
Masuru Hayami told ruling 
party officials and econom- 
ic ministers who approved 
the EPA report that markets 
were nervous due to differ- 
ing views about Japan's 
economic outlook. 

Hayaini said some finan- 
cial institutions may be 
having trouble raising 
funds in the money market, 
but the BOJ was working to 
provide ample funds to the 
markets and has been keep- 
ing an easy monetary poli- 
cy to support the economy, 
an EPA official told 
reporters. 

in it> report, the EPA low- 
ered its assessment of per- 
sonal consumption and 
employment, saying falling 
real wages and a high job- 
less rate had lightened con- 
sumers’ purse strings. 

Housing construction and 
capital spending are floun- 
dering. production is on a 
declining trend, and corpo- 
rate profits are sliding, the 


report said. 

Sakaiya said the change 
to the word “slump” from 
the July report's “stagna- 
tion" was somewhat of a 
downward revision, but not 
a big one. He said that 
“slump" — “teimei” in 
Japanese — was more com- 
monly used and therefore 
easier to understand. 

He added that Japan's 
economy is in a more 
severe state than it was in 
the January 1993-August 
1994 period when the gov- 
ernment also described it 
being in a “slump." 

An EPA official, however, 
said positive effects of the 
government's earlier stimu- 
lus package worth more 
than 16 trillion yen ($109 
billion) remained to be 
seen. 

The EPA also said it 
hoped promised measures 
by new Prime Minister 
Keizo Obuchi's cabinet, 
such as a 10 trillion yen 
extra budget for this fiscal 
year, ending next March, 
and a permanent tax cut 
worth over six trillion yen 
would help boost house- 
hold and business senti- 
ment. 

In order to finance the 
promised tax cuts. Finance 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa 
said Tuesday he expected 
the government to sell 
some of its assets, includ- 
ing shares in Nippon Tele- 
graph and Telephone Corp 
(NTT). 

Miyazawa also said he 
wants to simultaneously 
compile the second extra 
budget and the initial bud- 
get for 1999/2000, starting 
next April, essentially 
meaning a 15-month bud- 
get. 


British premier urges pay restraint 


LONDON (AFP) — British Prime Minister 
Tony Blair warned business leaders that high 
pay awards were putting the economy at risk, as 
a study showed that Britain’s top executives 
increased their pay by an average of 18 per cent 
last year. 

“As we have said before, people have got to 
recognise there is a link between pay rises they 
award themselves and the overall strength of the 
economy." Blair said through his official 
spokesman. 

The message has been hammered home by 
Labour Party ministers since they came to 
power in May 1997. 

Chancellor of the Exchequer Gordon Brown 
has often warned that huge pay increases for 
senior executives risk stoking inflation and in 
ram provoking higher interest rates, cited by 
economists as a likely cause of imminent reces- 
sion here. 

Many analysts think that ihc Bank of England 
might soon increase interest rates in response to 
a strong rise of average comings even though 
there are signs that the economy, and notably the 
manufacturing sector, is slowing down quickly. 


“There is not a private sector incomes policy, 
but it is clearly the view of the government and 
dearly of benefit to the economy if increases 
relate to performance by individuals and com- 
panies" Blair s spokesman said. 

A high-profile earnings report drafted by 
Marks and Spencer chief Lord Greenbury 
before Labour came to power recommended 
tluii pay committees recommend the level of 
bonuses and top pay awards and that companies 
might put their recommendations to sharehold- 
ers. 

Blair's comments followed publication in the 
Guardian newspaper of a survey of pay awanls 
to executives of the 100 biggest British compa- 
nies. 

The average salary of top directors w;lv 
800.000 pounds (SI 3 million) a year. 

Twelve company chiefs had been paid more 
th.in i me million pounds in 1997. 

Tip of the list was Sam Chisholm, the former 
head of Rupert Murdoch's British Sky Broad- 
casting i BSkyB) satellite broadcaster. He earned 
6.8 million pounds after a 78 jxt cent pay rise, 
the Guardian reported. 


THE Daily Crossword & 


lifod by Wayne Robert Wiltiarns 


! Peanuts 


ACROSS 

i To a (istanze 
5 Fails behind 
9 Cld-tirr^ Srrtssn 

actress 
The mike 
i- ice-cream 
holder 

15 &bi:sal twin 
. 15 Terminate 
IT Writer t.toniscn 
10 Buyer-beware 
phrase 

■ 19 _ Selassie 
20 Punishes 
kindergarten- 
style 

23 Service 
charges 

24 High lime 1 ’ 

25 Zsa Zsa cr Eva 
28 Like music 

30 Boxing great 
33 idolized 

35 "Kinq" CoJe 

36 Vivacity 

37 Punish too 
lightly 

-to Make cuts 

41 Wildlife park 

42 Sharp-edged, 
pointed 
weapon 

43 USNA grad 

44 Stopgap 
workers 

46 Classic TV 
western 

47 Zhivago's Icve 

48 Deimos or 
Fhobcs 

50 Punishes to the 
max 

57 Progress by 
springs 

58 Narrative 

59 Complex 
silicate 

60 Actor Ed 

61 Wings on 
buildings 

62 Gossip' teftit 

63 Do-over 

64 Get out o! bed 

65 Relinquish 
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Currency 

USD 

US Dollar 

- 

DE Mark 

0.5605 

GB Sterling 

1.6340 

CH Franc 

0.6709 

JP Yen 

0.0068 

CA Dollar 

0.6571 

IT Ura 

0.0006 

NL Guilder 
FR Franc 

0.4972 

0.1672 


i Cross Rates 
1 GBP I CHF 


Prices as at.. 


12/07/98 15:39 
NLG 1 FRF 


0.6120 1.4906 

0.3430 0.8354 


0.4105 

0.4151 1.0116 


0.4225 1.0566 

0.3475 0.0847 


0.3040 74.12 

0.1023 24.9193 


1.03 

1195J9 

73.19 

24.61 


1759.60 

2JJ113 

986.05 

1.1273 

2873.07 

3.2841 

1176.71 

134.89 

11.94 

136.49 

1270.80 

1.4551 

- 

11.43 

875.01 

- 

33.62 

33.6200 


Middle Eastern Currencies 


Currency 
US Dollar 
Jordan Dinar 
Saudi Rfyal 
Bahrain Dinar 
Qatar Dinar 
Kuwait Dinar 
Emirates Dinar 
Lebanese/1000 
Egyptian 

Energy 
Oita Last 
Brant 0.00 
W. Texai 13.07 
Bonny 0.00 
Dubai 11.60 
UL Gas 128.00 


9.9488 

1.0304 1.0304 


12^018 1-2265 11.84 

1.0212 0.1026 0.9910 0.0837 


AED 

;bp 

3.6729 

1518.00 

5.1804 

2141.04 

0.98 

404.74 

9.74 

4026.63 

1.01 

417.03 

11.95 

4938.51 

- 

41 3 JO 

2.4196 

- 

1.0755 

444.51 


Currency 

SARiyal 


USD DEM GBP 
0.2666 0.4758 0.16316 


AE Dirham 0.2723 0.48591 0.1 6661 


KW Dinar 
BH Dinar 
CY Pound 


3.2533 5.BQ72 1.99084 

0.3770 4.73485 1.62338 
1.902 3.3937 1-1642 


CHF JPY 

0.39776 39.2943 
0.40616 40.1268 
4.85437 479.386 
3.95726 390.93 
2.8353 280-236 


Metal Prices 

Metal Bid 

Gold (oz's) 284.5 

SUvar (oz's) 5-2 

Platinum (oz's) 374 

AL (3 Months) 1315 

CU (3 Months) 1620 

Zinc (3 Months) 1040.5 
Lead (3 Months) 544 

Nl (3 Months) 4080 


Offer 

Period 

285 

C*ncy 

5.23 

USD 

376 

GBP , 

1318 

JPY 

1625 

DEM 

1041 

FRF 

546 

CHF 

4100 

ITL 


-6- 

-1- 

Months 

Year 

5.7188 

5.7500 

7.7070 

7.6875 

0.6602 

0.6602 

3.6250 

3.8047 

1.9727 

2.1016 

3.6406 

3.8125 

4.6260 

- 


Bourse 

NewYork 

Newyork 

London 

Tokyo 

Paris 

Frankfurt 


Index 

DOW JONES 
S&P 500 
FT-SE100 
NIKKJE 225 
CAC40 
DAX 


Main Equity Indices 

Value C 

S o 

0 

5447.3 

15406.99 -2 

3844.34 -! 

5304^2 . -1 


Chno 1% Chnd High Low PrCh 
0 o 0 0 B 5744)5 

0 0 0 0 1083.14 

.140.3 -2.51 5557.1 5432.1 55878 

-219.43 -1.4 15630.1 15310.6 156264 

-95.11 -2.41 3895.82 3792.61 3939.46 

-172.03 -3.14 5478.55 5282.38 5476.25 


Commodity 
Coffee (c/I be) 
Cocoa (S/ton) 
Sugar (S/ton) 
Wheat (Won) 
Soya (c/lbs) 
Tea <stg/kg) 
Barley ($/bsh) 
Rico (5/ton) 


Energy 

Last 

Delivery 

127.17 

Spot 

1870 

Spot 

266.8 

Spot 

0 

Spot 

2X22 

Spot 

125 

Spot 

0 

Spot 

415 

Spot ! 
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Currency Buy 
US Dollar 0.708 

GB Startling 1.152 

DEMark 0.3973 

CH Franc 0.4729 

FR Franc 0.1185 

JP Yen 0.4827 

NL Guilder 0.3623 

FT Ura 0-4027 

Source: Central Bank o: 


Sell 
0.710 
1.1578 
0.3993 
0.4753 
0.1191 
0.4851 
0.3541 
0.4047 
r Jordan. 


Asians have lowest jobless 
rate among U.S. women 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
Asian women have the low- 
est unemployment rate 
among women in the United 
States, the U.S. government 
reported. 

According to the Bureau of 
Labour Statistics, women of 
Asian and Pacific Islander 
ancestry liad a johless rale of 
just 4.4 per cent in 1996. 


While women had a job- 
less rate of 4.7 per cenL 
African-American women of 
10 per cent, and Hispanic 
women of 10.2 per cent, the 
department said. 

The Asian and Pacific 
Islander population was esti- 
mated at 10 million people in 
March 1997. or roughly 3.7 
per cent of the total popula- 


tion of the United States, 
according to the Census 
Bureau. 

Asian and Pacific Islander 
women aged 25 and over 
worked predominantly in 
executive (18 percent), pro- 
fessional (20 per cent), and 
administrative support (23 
per cent) jobs, (he Census 
Bureau found. 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
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refuse to go to the pool with you 
unless you wear this fake 
cellulite on your thighs." 


By Stanley B. Whitten 
Northbrook. IL 


...NCb = tell a 

1 ■ ms Tm 6 BOOZE 
rALKiMS- 
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DOWN 

1 Deeds 

2 One end cf a 
. table 


3 Paquin ol ’The 
Piano' 

4 Strengthen 

5 Purchase 
alternative 

6 Lend a hand 

7 increase 

8 Actress York 

9 Training center 

10 Ache with 
longing 

11 Conrad or 
Barbara 

12 Small (and 
mass 

13 Suggestive 
stare 

21 Bo or John 

22 Covered with a 
thm layer 

25 Quebec 
peninsula 

26 Madison Ave. 
worker 

27 Wild swine 

29 in the lead 

SO True up 

31 Burned out 

32 Opening bars 

34 Light sieepere 
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1 013013 D1HD H0H BQQD 
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□QDDQQ K3BEJEI 

0O0D 0H00 □Boned 

O0EJLJQ Ban 00II0H] 

□□□an □□an namaj 

El El OB BQliraBBl 

BQ 13BHB Bans 
BBBQ □□□□□HCIHHBl 
□BOB FHJL3B 000010] 
□BOB EmOQ 0BBDBI 
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Unscramble those tour JuraWes. 
ono lettor lo each square, to lorm 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Henri Arnold ana Mika Anjirion 


SIFOT 




18 lot you 
have fitly 




AV-V: 


CANKK 


mm 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


VACTOR 


reiimTmwKMSvm uc. 


36 Engineered tor 
human comfort 

38 Regardless of 

39 Exuberant cry 

44 Meretricious 

45 Odors 
47 Hermit 

49 Fatter than fat 

50 Ski lift 


51 FueMine 
element 

52 Pipsqueak 
£3 Ring above a 

saint 

54 Fork-tailed flier 

55 Served 
perfectly 

56 Domesticate 


cold 
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Answer: 


Now arrange the orctcd letters » 
torn tne surprise answer, a* sug - 
gestod by the above cartoon. 


i (Answers MonW) 

Vosterdayr. ELATE HAVEN YEOMAN C6NSU5 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, August 12 , 1998 


$ ^ A 

i Tnba 


•f.\rF ,ll ’ ;, ' l 'r th-* Inrcri-n-inon. 
i- 1 ' 1 ^ « unn 

r- imouni rep 


V- 1 ■ ri.ifl 


c Ji* J , .-. ...j-j*. net sale 

u- .mounted d 


i ir- 1 lu, ‘ htene* i««— ; L 

■i Vii ft r ■■ - .. : 

, V“ set. *hu «-h 
’ ft-n'-’d r . h-'J from JlJo- 
' i,K n- o million- tlx 

V'^ nrii-n cumpaiwd h 
H J P> r n1 ' during thi 


^ j!jP .^' l r"^^^ringth. 
'•UNK' 1 !,-t 'iov' 

,-i.viri'" 1 : ... ,. ,,,. .i grev 

minion o 

■.-..•j “ roil-'- ■ assets 


\\,"J " rtut-iv ^pr assets 

JD!- 5 n,il 


in; 1 1. 

tsire r- ,ov . . th 

,,iK cnu . ' .|...i,.rJan;jns in tn: 
.jifii'* - s - ss r*^r cent if 
1 '5 Jsni.-rihi 


-l j. l J'j. . --v v hare holders 
- ^ 'j 1 ; T[- 1 rntilwn tt 

.ifiiiual report, sh; 
-f,;X imenunonal Tobaccc 
- lTCC> la>l 
iv, •.Irion. The share 
-mount ™ 


ho roscop 

.gf! 1ST H)K tt F.DNESDAY. AL'GI 

tfjsttaC. Black. Tribune Media S 


, © (March 2 1 to April 19 
i ahJ prnbaN> ' en happ 
3 eiiL There's some sort c 
-Are friends from far awa 
js complications because, 
iiycu have a let on your 
Mised nr vou'il droo som 
OL'S: (April 20 to May 20) 
i w do things and that’: 
M ehe couFd come thre 
/p change your procedures, 
V'tunl You don't have to ch 
5i'.ou probahfv won't, eithi 
miMaxZl to June 21)1 
■dhtaing inu'hing groups o 
all} gregarious, you're prob 
Don't get carried away 
■ » spend more cn these su 
i Figure out hov. to generat 
'*£ loseiher. von could alt 
MR: (June 22 to July 2 
-Jfeevwirs again today. You < 
•fc®. though. You'll have t« 
■““tere danger lurks arount 
^ 1 he that kid. You just 1 
JMckj io please. li'anvo 
to August 21 1 Go 
-!*> nuke sure everybody st 
^rone or the designated c 
* necessary , , n a \\'ednes 
’^aWednesduv ? Well s 
cjJP'eitatrv. ' 

.7^ 'August 22 to Septeml 
..,y* practically withi 
: past a few hurdles, h 
JJmpared to what vou’i 
V ' ith aa : 

SgKSM 


■ a '0urir - r cr ’U 

i C2® t -*e r ecc 

%n kh ,! m Pr her fc 


«r prherj 

•VT ' ' '°c»her 2 s 
. A^ere are c 
■■il ^ard> a 

e-m- Tflat s 

*%[,. . 1 to 

Swn Ii et m . t0 trf 


. iiiWn 1: 1 mt0 » 

^Rik U h> bus >' 
'Nov, 


3 ^; L5,: 'Nov 

•>te iiedi 


Eve, 


^°RN: irw™- 


.'<7* (Dec 


■,>Z ld "'ipic 
bi' 11110 sh !pan - v *0 


SsSa.s1 


:3f}S5» 


•o 


An-wfif un. . .. w'.' 

shQ 96 vo the gtiJty teochai — 
A SENTENCE 




st 12 


usiness & f inance 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, August 12 , 1998 


33-520n 


*44.51 


- 6 » 

-1 . 

Months 

Year 

5,718s 

5 75(70 

7.7070 

7SET5 

0.6602 

o md: 

3.6150 

11W 

1-97-7 

2 His 

3.64C6 


4.6263 

. 


Low . PfCk 


E:’i *j 

Sf T{ 
15310 = -Kii' 
3792 e* 33 «' 


5432 : 


si 

52S2.3S 


Tates 

a 

EH 

wm\ 



Q “10 


1 152 

-.in 


0.3972 

0 2993 


0.47 25 

0 4755 


0.11E5 

; C "S1 


0.4827 

’ 2 *35V, 


0.3523 

■ : - 54 ‘ 1 


0.4027 


m 

il bank 

of JOfCS. 


iless 

ien 

the Un::r. v - 
5 to ir-.- 

md Pacn't. I*'-' 
aged 25 

preJ.xvi- . •' 
M IS per v-.-' : 
.20 jvt • 
ram e 

i job-. - ' 
ound 


3y Glas berge^ 



with y O'J 
s fake 
ghs.” 



Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 

Sales tax eats up 55.2% of the JD21.2m total sales posted 
by the International Tobacco and Cigarettes Company 


** THE STATE treasury collected JD1 1.7 
mil Bon in sales tax from the International 
Tobacco and Cigarettes Company during 
the first baif of this year. The amount rep- 
resented 55.2 per cent of the sales which 
totalled JD21 .2 million during the first six 
months of 1998, statistics provided by the 
company have showed. 

According to company figures, net sales 
during the first ha if of 1998 amounted to 
JD9.5 million, 89 per cent higher than the 
JD5J mill ion of net sales posted during 
the same period of 1997. But. as the cost 
of production also increased from JD3.9 
million to more than JD7.0 million, the 
company's income before various alloca- 
tion stood at ID 1. 6 million compared to 
JD777.900 of income recorded during the 
first six months of 1997. 

The company said that total assets grew 
from JD 19.7 million to JD26.2 million of 
which JD9.S0 million were current assets. 

Investments in shares of other firms also 
rose from ID 1.05 million to JD 1.43 mil- 
lion at the end of June 1998. 

Investments by non-Jordanians in the 
company went up from 5.786 per cent in 
1997 to reach about 15.9 per cent of the 
capital. As such, the net shareholders' 
equity rose from JD 12.85 million to 
JD15.4 million. 

According to the 1997 annual report the 
total sales of the International Tobacco 
and Cigarettes Company (ITCC) last year 
amounted to JD39.98 milli on The share 
of the state treasury of this amount was 


JD26.86 million. ITCC generated a JD3.2 
million gross profit but the net income at 
the end of last year stood at JD1.74 mil- 
lion before allocations. 

The board of directors recommended 
the distribution of dividends at a rate of 
seven per cent but the general assembly 
did not approve the distribution of 
JD700,000 in dividends and, instead, 
decided to beef up the retained earnings to 
JD2.6 million. At an extraordinary ses- 
sion. the general assembly decided to cap- 
italise part of the retained earnings in 
order to raise the capital from JD10 mil- 
lion to JD12 million. Such an increase 
was covered by giving the shareholders 
free shares at a rate of 20 per cent and 
transferring JD6 12,068 ro retained earn- 
ings. 

Board Chairman Tawfiq Fakhoury told 
the genera] assembly that the addition of 
new production line and buildings would 
double the company's production capaci- 
ty. He pointed out that there are “huge” 
orders to export to Iraq during 1998 and 
that such a volume is sufficient to have 
the factories operate for 24 hours a day 
despite the major additions to production 
lines. 

Asked about the future plan for ITCC, 
Fakhoury said the company is now look- 
ing for a new market after the big suc- 
cesses achieved in the Iraqi markets and 
being able to compete with all Arab and 
international cigarettes (A1 Aswaqj. 


B P and Amoco form oil giant 
in ‘largest ever industrial merger’ 


LONDON (AFP) — Oil 
companies British 

Petroleum (BP) and 
Amoco on Tuesday 
unveiled plans for the 
“largest ever industrial 
merger” to create a top- 
flight international oil 
giant, worth $110 billion. 

The companies said that 
the new business, to be 
called BP Amoco PLC, 
would crash into the super- 
league of oil producers, 
behind the Anglo-Dutch 
Royal Dutch Shell giant 
and Exxon of the United 
States. 

“Today’s announcement 
changes the game. Before. 
BP was top of the second 
division.” BP chief execu- 
tive, Sir John Browne, 
who will head the London- 
based outfit, told journal- 
ists. 

He added that through 
the merger “we both 
secure a leadership posi- 
tion at a time of critical 
change in the industry.” 

The companies said in a 
joint statement that the 
merger to create Britain's 
biggest company will 
increase pre-tax profits of 
the two partners by “at 
least” $2 billion by the end 
of 2000. The companies 
will sack 6,000 workers, 
mostly in the United 


States. 

Investors on the London 
Stock Exchange embraced 
the deal. BP stock closed 
25 pence higher at 798,5 
pence, dragging other oil 
issues upwards, as analysts 
braced for further possible 
mergers. 

Browne labelled the deal 
“a superb alliance of 
equals," but BP will bold 
60 per cent of the new 
company, leaving Amoco a 
40 per cent stake. 

He and Amoco Chairman 
Larry Fuller said that the 
dea 1 bad been drafted so 
that the companies could 
compete in the ever- 
tougher international 
petrochemicals market, 
forging “an energy busi- 
ness for the new millenni- 
um." 

Browne and Fuller, who 
will become deputy chair- 
man, said in a statement: 
“We are uniting two excel- 
lent portfolios of assets 
and people to create a 
group that will have the 
financial resources, scale 
and global reach to com- 
pete effectively in the 21st 
century.” 

They added: 

“International competition 
in the industry is already 
fierce and will grow more 
acute as new players 


emerge. In such a climate 
the best investment oppor- 
tunities will go increasing- 
ly to companies that have 
the size and financial 
strength to take on those 
large-scale projects that 
offer a truly distinctive 
return.” 

The sector has been 
awash with predictions of 
consolidation as producers 
team up to tap fresh oil 
reserves,, but Browne said 
this deal was its first man- 
ifestation in the real world. 

“Many people have 
talked about restructuring 
of the industry. It has 
never happened perhaps 
until now,” Browne said. 

The deal will be financed 
by issuing new BP shares 
on the New York market, 
American Depositary 
Receipts, to exchange for 
Amoco stock. 

Initial cost savings of 
$2billion are expected to 
come from staff cuts, 
improved procurement and 
rationalisation where oper- 
ations are duplicated, the 
companies said. At pre- 
sent, they employ about 
100,000 people. 

The company will have 
combined reserves of 
about 14.8 billion barrels 
of oil and gas and daily 
production of about three 


million barrels. 

It will be the biggest pro- 
ducer of oil and gas in the 
United States. Amoco is 
already the biggest gas 
producer in the United 
States and Canada. 

The business will also 
“have key positions and 
enhanced opportunities for 
access to new acreage in 
regions expected to supply 
a growing share of global 
energy demand in the 21st 
century.” from Algeria, to 
Venezuela, the companies 
said. 

Amoco's Chicago head- 
quarters will be the 
merged group's U.S. refin- 
ing. marketing and trans- 
port centre and will 
become the group’s chemi- 
cals’ centre in due course. 

Their chemicals’ busi- 
ness will be “one of the 
world's largest.” with rev- 
enues of about $13 billion. 

In 1997. BP earned $4.6 
billion and Amoco $2.7 
billion. 

The companies had com- 
bined revenues of $108 
billion. 

Oil industry analysts 
were taken by surprise at 
the announcement, but 
said that the deal would 
secure multi-billion-dollar 
cost savings. 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 12, 1998 


By Undo C Black, Tribune Media Services, Inc. 


AJUES: (March 21 to April 19) Even though you're 
lucky and probably very; happy, there’s more work 
coming in. There's' some soft of activity going on at 
home. Are friends from far away coming to visit? It’s 
causing complications because, while it’s true you are 
powerful, you have a lot on your plate right now. Better 
g^^ganised or! you -D drop something onL 
TApRUSr (April 20to May 20) You havecertain ways 

that's how. it’ll always he. 
Someb^felse cpuld cotiie' dirough today saying you 
n^d^ocStnge yompromlures, and will posh that idea 
Pre^ha^Ypu^ don’f have to Change if you don’t want 
hT^dypbpt^j^y.wqn't, other.. 

’GJ2ifiNir^ay 2l ta June 2J) Today’s a fabulous day 
for atiything mvoIVing grbupS of people. Since you're 
natnrally gregarious, you’re probably already on sever- 
al teams. Don’t get earned away,- however. It would be 
easy to spend more on these activities than you can 
afford. Figure Out how to generate more money instead. 
Working together, you could all get rich. ■; 

CANCER: (June 22 to July. 21) Bountiful treasures 
coiild be yours again today You can't just reach out and 
grab them, though. You’U have to-havigate through the 
jungle where danger lurks, around every comer. It prob- 
ably won’t be that bad You just have to please a person 
who’s not-easy to please. If -anyone can do it, you can. 
LEO: (July. 22 to August 2T) Co along on an excursion 
today to make sure everybody stays in line. You can be 
the <^perbne dir dre designated driver. Don’t think that 
will be necessary on a Wednesday? Who would get 
rowdy <STa Wednesday? WeU.somebody you know is 
going to' give it a. try. ; • . 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Something big 
that you Wahtis practically within your grasp. You still 
have to get past a few. hurdles, frut that's okay. They’re 
nothing compared to- what you’ve already done to get 
this far. A conversation with an authority figure in pri- 
vate-will-help you come up with an excellent idea. 
LIBRA: (September 23 to .October.22) You’re a popu- 
lar person. but. sometimes that can cause problems. 
Looks-like there are a few. different invitations you’d 
fike; to .accept tonight Actually, one is more like an 
obligation. An older person, wants you to do something 
arid if you don't,' there ttntld be trouble. Perhaps you 
dm schedule him or her for tomorrow instead.; 
SCORPIO: (October -23 to November 21) The action 
TS.fast :again.. There are also potential dangers lurking 
out there. The rewards ; are great but getting to them 
■won’ 1 ! be easy. Thai's okay. You like- difficult assign- 
ments and can’t stahd to be bored. That’s when you’re 
mosriikely to get inro trouble. Don’t worry about that 
toda yj you ’ll be too busy.- 

SAGITlAftlUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You 7 re being propelled towards success, which seems 
unusual because titat’s something you don't care about 
inuCh, .You’re more, interested. "in having, fun with 
friehds. You might prefer.to.stay home and get to know 
a loved one better. Ever that would be preferable than 
.trying to achieve success, and yet success is what yon 
might get! - : 

CAPRICORN: (December 22. to January 20) Looks 
like things are in a state of disarray around your house 
and you might have done it yourself. What are you 
doing-.— firing things up, tearing tilings down or both? 
Welt you couldn't pick a better time. You may want to 
entertain company tomorrow, so you’d better whip 
tilings into shape a^ ijuicldy as possible. 

AQUARIUS: (January' 21 to February 19) You're 
teaming quickly now and that’s good. You need every 
bit^i^rmafioif you can muster to win a tough game. 
The competition r is bold and decisive, but you’re more 
Don’t- get cocky, though, ;or you could take a 
wmnginfn .and lose, haid-earned points. Move quickly, 
tep^ attention to where you’re going. , 
.^SG^.^ebniaiy ~20 to March 20) You’ve been 
-learning neiw s kills , and you’ll get to use them. Much to 

surprise, y° u helpsomeone who thought 

everything. You don’t have to make a 
and risk damaging a fragile ego. By the 
^y;ihaYs n6t your ego; yours is in fine shape. 

Biilhstpne of August: Peridot — Golden Quartz 


Non-Jordanians boost investments at AFM 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
Security Commission (JSC) 
Director Genera] Michel 
Marto said Monday that 
non-Jordanian (Arab and 
foreign) investments at the 
Amman Financial Market 
(AFM) totalled JD28.5 mil- 
lion last July, an increase of 
JD22.1 million oter the 
same period last year. 


Marto added that the total 
value of selling transactions 
by non-Jordanians reached 
JD12.8 million compared to 
JD800.000 for the same 
month last year. 

In a statement to the press. 
Mano said that net invest- 
ments by non-Jordanians 
totalled JD15.7 million 
compared to JD5.6 million 


for July 1997. 

He indicated that the total 
purchase transactions by 
non-Jordanians reached 
JD74.9 million since the 
beginning of 1998 until the 
end of July while the selling 
transactions totalled JD37.2 
milli on. 

Marto said the net invest- 
ments of‘ non-Jordanians 


since the beginning of 1998 
until the end of July was 
JD37.7 million compared to 
JD39.8 million for the same 
period of 1997. 

He explained that Arab 
investments totalled JD22.5 
million, or 30 per cent of the 
total purchase transactions 
by non-Jordanians. Non- 
Arab investments accounted 


for the remaining 70 per 
cent, or JD52.4 million. 

Meanwhile, the total value 
of selling transactions by 
Arab investors were JD21 
million, constituting 56 per 
cent, and those of foreign 
investors registered JD17 
million, forming 44 per cent 
of the total selling transac- 
tions by non-Jordanians. 


Bourses tumble as Asian woes lift dollar, bonds 


LONDON (R) — Investors fled 
global equities and headed for sanc- 
tuary in the dollar and bond markets 
on Tuesday, as the -yen's slide to a 
fresh eight-year low fed worries of 
a new round of Asian currency 
devaluations. 

In Europe. London's blue chip 
index fell 2.8 per cent to its lowest 
level for seven months, Frankfurt 
fell 3.2 per cent and Paris shed 2.4 
per cent Portuguese shares fared 
even worse, down 3.6 per cent, 
while Spanish stocks tumbled 3.3. 

The flow shared the international 
gloom on worries over the outlook 
for U.S. corporate profits as the 
Asian crisis rumbles on, and was 
down 2.3 per cent by the London 
close. 

“Events not only in Japan but 
throughout the emerging markets 
don’t bode well for our economy 
and earnings growth.” said Bill 
Meehan, chief market analyst at 
Cantor Fitzgerald in the United 
States. 

Russian shares added to the pres- 
sure on other markets, tumbling 9.1 


per cent as debt yields soared on 
low investor confidence in govern- 
ment plans to pull the country back 
from financial crisis. 

A report Indonesia had defaulted 
on a debt repayment was another 
blow even though the country said 
it was merely rescheduling debt 
principal payments in line with an 
agreement with the International 
Monetary Fund. 

The Russian problems weighed 
on the mark but bolstered the Swiss 
franc, which is also seen as a bolt 
hole in times of trouble. The Swiss 
franc hit a peak of 99.03 yen, its 
best level since September 1992. 

Sterling was also benefitting, 
moving up to 240.70 yen, its high- 
est in nearly six years. 

But the dollar was the star per- 
former, staying comfortably above 
1 47 yen after eclipsing its June peak 
of 146.75 on a wave of yen selling 
late in Asian trading and early in 
Europe. 

Growing market impatience with 
Japan’s lack of action to kick-start 
its economy and reform the banking 


system sent the U.S. currency to a 
peak above 147.60 yen, its highest 
since August 1990. 

Fear of intervention was acting as 
a brake on the dollar but this was 
likely to be temporary. 

“We might see some short-lived 
setbacks for the dollar but this will 
only be seen as opportunities to buy 
it back at lower levels because there 
really is no reason to buy yen,” said 
David Coleman, chief economist at 
CIBC Wood Gundy Oppenheimer 
in London. “The break of 146.75 
yen leaves open 150.” 

Bonds markets were also in win- 
ning form as investors opted out of 
volatile share markets, with French. 
German and Spanish bond futures 
all setting new contract highs while 
the benchmark 30-year Treasury 
was 3/4 point firmer. 

But oil markets were miserable 
amid a continuing glut and fears the 
Asian problems will trim demand 
for oil. The benchmark September 
Brent future set a fresh 10-year low 
at $1 1 .70 per barrel. 

Among active shares, in London 


B.R gained 2.9 per cent as news of 
a merger with Amoco sparked an oil 
sector rally. French oil stocks also 
gained, with Total rising 1.6 per 
cent and Elf Aquitaine adding 0.7 
per cent. 

But in other sectors sharp losses 
in Asian markets set a bearish tone 
after Tokyo's Nikkei fell 1.4 per 
cent, dented by weak banking 
shares and falls in other Asian stock 
markets. 

Hong Kong shares fell 3.62 per 
cent to a five-year low as investors 
fretted about the chances of devalu- 
ation of the Hong Kong • and 
Chinese currencies after the dollar 
breached 147 yen. 

London stocks with Hong Kong 
exposure were under the cosh, and 
banking group HSBC fell 6.6 per 
cent. 

“It’s all doom and gloom again 
today,” said one London dealer. 
“People who were talking about last 
week being a one-week consolida- 
tion are now talking about a class 
one bear market.” 


Israel 

seeks to 

revive 

bromine 

venture 

with 

Jordan 


TEL AVIV (Rj — Israel is 
trying to revive plans fn r a 
bromine chemical joint ven- 
ture with Jordan, a senior 
source at Israel’s Industry 
and Trade Ministry' said 
Tuesday. 

The source said Israeli 
Industry and Trade Minister 
Natan Sharansky would like- 
ly raise the issue when his 
Jordanian eounterparter. 
Hani A1 Mulki. visits Israel 
on Wednesday. 

“During the visit we may 
discuss...the joint bromine 
plant, which is an open sub- 
jeer." the source said. 

Jordan's Dead Sea 
Industries Company (JODI- 
CO). pan of Jordan's .Arab 
Potash Company, abruptly 
broke off three years of calks 
with Israel's Dead Sea 
Bromine last May and ann- 
nounCed it had signed an 
accord with Albemarle Corp. 
a U.S. competitor to the 
Dead Sea Bromine Group. 

JODICO said it had agreed 
to build a $120 million 
bromine complex with 
Albemarle. Dead Sea and 
JODICO had been talking 
about developing an $S0 
million bromine plant and an 
adjacent $40 million chlo- 
rine plant. 

At the time. Israel said the 
decision to go with 
Albemarle was tied to grow- 
ing political tensions 
between Israel and Jordan 
since Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu took 
office in June 1996. 

“We don't understand why 
they decided {to go with the 
Americans). It seems like an 
economically illogical deci- 
sion. and we hope we can 
still save the situation.'' an 
Israeli official told Reuters 
on Tuesday. 

Officials from Dead Sea 
Bromine, a unit of Israel 
Chemicals Ltd. were 
unavailable for comment on 
Tuesday, but the Maariv 
daily quoted its managing 
director. Asher Grinbaum as 
saying he still hoped for a 
deaL 

"We will do all we can in 
our power, through political 
and business contacts, to 
ensure that the Jorcfaninan 
bromine plant will be set up 
with us," Grinbaum was 
quoted as saying. 

The industry' ministry' 
source said Mulki's visit, 
pan of regular bilateral talks 
on trade and investment rela- 
tions. would discuss joint 
Israeli- Jordanian industrial 
parks. 
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Amra Forum Hotel. Phone 

Amman - Cairo - Rio 5527118 



Many villas and 
apartments for 

rent and sale 

Furnished & Unfurnished 

For more Information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

5920605^920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 






Qnafity Serviced Suites 

★One & TWo Bedrooms * Fully 
Equipped kitchenettes *Da3y & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : cqwW go.com.jo 


Studio Haig 

Professional quatityfn 
1 hour service . 
Develop yottfCoteurfSm 
at our .shop and get V ’ 

* JUMBO photo size 

30% targer. : . 

* Free en la rge me nt 
20x30 cm. . 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grfndfays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 822891 



Watches - Perfumes 
Ssm Glases - Leather- Pens 

■ Cartier 

VERSACE 


Visit Us At 

www.vtpanab.com/vipgift 
{Shaban Inf! Group - Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
Tel : 5933084 - Fax : 59330851 



MIRAMAR HOTEL 
AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

**************** 

Single- Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
+ Tax + Service 
Tel: 03/2014340-41 
Fax: 03/2014339 



L’olimer Restaurant 

& 

Abdoun 5929564 
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24-HOUR TAXI SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BILINGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

fEL.: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 

























Courier mum after loss at ATP Championship 


MASON, Ohio (R) — After 
losing a frustrating 7-6 (7-3) 
7-6 " (7-5) first-round 
encounter against 40th- 
ranked Tommy Haas of 
Germany Monday, former 
World No. 1 Jim Courier 
refused to appear at a post- 
match press conference and 
left the ATP Championship 
site. 

The 69th-ranked Courier, 
an American who dominat- 
ed the men's circuit for 58 
weeks back in the early 
1 990’s and won four Grand 
Slam trophies, will be fined 
SI , 000 for failing to talk to 
the media. 

“I think we both had pret- 
ty much the same game." 
Haas said. 

"He likes to hit his fore- 
hands and so do l. But 
maybe my backhand is a lit- 
tle better than his. I think I 
had more down-the-line 
winners with my backhand 
and maybe that was the key 
to the match.” o 

Recent French Open 
champion Alex Corretja of 
Spain struggled in his first 
hardcourt match since last 
March in Key Biscavne but 
left the court a 6-3 6^7 (3-7) 
7-6 t9-7) winner over ^wild- 
card recipient Alex O’Brien 
of the United Slates after a 
two hour. 3S minute match. 


fat 

f/ 

V , 



Jim Courier 


“It was important for me now. 1 feel fresh again, 

to concentrate and have a Today it was my first match 
tough match," said Corretja, back, so I was hungry to be 
who has been on vacation on the court and hungry to 
the past three weeks. “Right play tennis.” 


The ninth-seeded Corretja 
was the highest seed in con- 
tention on the opening day 
of the ATP Championships. 
His fellow Spaniard, 13th- 
seeded Alberto Berasategui. 
was the only seeded player 
to fall, losing 7-5 6-2 to 
American Jeff Tarango. 

Nine of the world's top 10 
players are here at the ATP 
Championship event and 
the top eight seeds received 
first-round byes. Sixth- 
seeded Greg Rusedski of 
Britain withdrew with a left 
ankle sprain. 

Second-seeded Marcelo 
Rios of Chile begins his 
quest for a first career title 
as the World No.l Tuesday 
night. 

Top-seeded and second- 
ranked Pete Sampras won't 
see action until Wednesday, 
but llth-seeded Andre 
Agassi was due to play 
Tuesday afternoon. 

In all. Corretja had seven 
match points in the final set 
— three on O'Brien’s serve 
in the 1 Oth game and four in 
the tiebreaker. 

The I2th-ranked Corretja, 
who has a 3-1 career edge 
over the 1 24th-ranked 
O'Brien, displayed steady 
nerves during the crucial 
third-set tiebreaker. With 
Corretja leading 4-2 in the 


final-set tiebreaker, a brief 
rain shower stopped play for 
about 10 minutes. But 
Corretja, wearing bis seri- 
ous game face, never left 
the court while O'Brien 
headed for the locker room. 

“It was the first time ever 
it happens to me that in the 
breaker of the third set — it 
starts to rain,” Corretja said. 

“I stayed on the court, 
concentrating, because it 
was like a small shower and 
I just prefer to stay. Maybe 
coming to the locker room 
might disturb my concentra- 
tion.” 

O'Brien worked his way 
back into the tiebreaker, but 
at 7-7 a forehand winner 
down the line by Corretja, 
followed by a backhand 
return error by O'Brien sent 
Corretja into the second 
round. 

There were only two ser- 
vice breaks in the one hour. 
30 minute match between 
Courier and Haas. Courier 
broke the German's serve in 
the third game of the second 
set. Haas broke back in the 
sixth game. 

In the final tiebreaker. 
Courier initially had a 3-1 
lead, but Haas won six of 
the next eight points. 


Japan FA chief wants World Cup to match Olympics Revolution 


TOKYO CR > — The President of 
Japan's Football Association said on 
Tuesday he wants Japan's World Cup 
Organising Committee to match the 
4.4 billion yen (S3 1.50 million) prof- 
it achieved at the Winter Olympics in 
Nagano last February. 

”1 hope we’ll be able to achieve the 
same level of profit tas the Nagano 
Olympic Organising Committee) at 
the 2002 World Cup.” Shunichiro 
Okano told the Foreign 
Correspondents' Club in Tokyo. 

“We don't want to lose money.” 
added Okano. “We also don’t want to 
lose our reputation in organising a 
big international sporting festival, it 
(the ability to make a profit) will be a 
reflection of the success of the Japan 
Organising Committee.” 

Okano. who listed making a profit 
from the World Cup as one of his 
goals us JFA president, said he hopes 
shortly to discuss the financing of the 
competition with FIFA. At present 
Japan does not even know how much 
money it will get from TV rights. 

Asked whether Japan could step in 
to host the World Cup on its own if 


South Korea was forced to withdraw 
Okano said he had never considered 
the possibility of Korea pulling out. 

“We have very good cooperation 
and collaboration so I have never 
imagined the Korean Football 
Association will withdraw their can- 
didacy or their right to host the World 
Cup.” he said. 

South Korea's economic problems 
have raised the prospect that the 
country will reduce the number of 
stadiums used for the World Cup. But 
Okano said Japan stands ready to 
help. 

“There has been some history' 
between Japan and South Korea, but 
now we are in the same boat which is 
aiming at the same goal — to make 
World Cup 2002 a great success. 

“If they (South Korea) need some 
assistance we are willing to help 
them so that both associations can 
enjoy a successful World Cup.” said 
Okano. 

He noted that FIFA requires a host 
country to have at least six stadiums 
for the World Cup and a maximum of 
10. 


“At the moment the Korean 
Organising Committee is planning to 
build 10 new stadiums but they can 
reduce the number of stadiums to six 
according to the regulations.” said 
Okano. 

“This is a matter for the Korean 
Football Association and the Korean 
Organising Committee to decide,” he 
added. 

Japan has already selected 10 stadi- 
ums to host games. 

Okano said Japan has a very good 
understanding with South Korea and 
that the two countries worked well 
together. 

He said Japan has 13 government 
ministries involved in organising the 
World Cup including the Ministry of 
Justice which has agreed that all trav- 
el restrictions between the two coun- 
tries will be lifted for the duration of 
the tournament. 

South Koreans without relatives in 
Japan require a visa to visit Japan 
which usually restricts their stay to 
15 days. 


underway 
at AC Milan 


Spirlea breezes in WTA opener 


MANHATTAN BEACH. 
California (AFP) — Sixth 
seed Irina Spirlea of 
Romania breezed past 
China's Fang Li 6-0. 6-2. 
here Monday and into the 
second round of a 
$450,000- WTA tourna- 


ment. 

Spirlea. the only seed in 
action, will next face 
either France's Man- 
Pi erce or Yayuk Basuki of 
Indonesia in the second 
round. 


Top seed and World 
No.l Martina Hingis of 
Switzerland will be seek- 
ing her first title in three 
months while second- 
ranked American Lindsay 
Davenport will try to 
tighten the gap at this 
L'~S. Open tuneup. 

After winning 12 tour- 
naments in 1 q 97. Hingis 
has won just four this 
year and none since the 
Italian Open in May. her 
most recent final. She is 
in her 17th month atop 
the ratings since passing 
Steffi Graf. 

Preparing to defend her 
U.S. Open title in three 
weeks. Hingis has seen 
her WTA lead plunge to 
under 500 points after 
Davenport has taken two 
triumphs in her native 
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Irina Spirlea 


California. of Spain will compete in seed, followed by defend- 

French Open champion her first summer hard- ing U.S. champion 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario court event as the third Monica Seles. 


MILAN (AFP) — Captain 
Paolo Maldini says a revo- 
lution is underway at AC 
Milan under new coach 
Alberto Zaccheroni. 

Zaccheroni has brought 
with him the training meth- 
ods and attacking 3-4-3 
formation which earned 
Udinesc third place in the 
Serie A last season. 

And now he is putting 
them into practice at a club 
which over the last two 
years has gone from the 
flagship to the Titanic of 
Italian football. 

“I'm 30 years old and l 
have completely changed 
my way of training." said 
Maldini. “It's been a revo- 
lution compared to what 
I've been through with all 
the previous coaches I’ve 
had. 

“Just take the physical 
preparation: we're doing 
very little long-distance 
running, bur a lot of work- 
outs in the gym. 

Last Sunday, for exam- 
ple. I was on the machines 
for nearly three hours. 

“It's a big change. Until 
last season, for example, 
we'd only dn 20 minutes in 
the gym at most." 

Maldini. who is also the 
national team skipper, is 
also witnessing the 
changes to (he way Milan 
are preparing to play. 

“We've had a lot of 
lessons on tactics." he 
said. “We're studying hard 
now in the hope that we 
will need fewer sessions 
once the season is under- 
way. when time is limited. 

“The concepts are fairly 
simple, hut the (raining ses- 
sions are very long and 
we're spending a long rime 
on the pitch. But it’s not a 
problem. 

"Zaccheroni is not trying 
to get us to do things in a 
hurry, he prefers teaching 
us one idea at a time and 
making sure it is under- 
stood." 

Going back to schwl is 
not a problem for the team, 
according to Maldini. who 
will find himself playing 
for the first time in a three- 
man defence. 

"Everyone here i.s totally 
committed." he insisted. 


Jordan limes, Wednesday, August 12, 1998 S 



helps 


¥ Albert 

5 uit |i an 

£**f T* ie *. :h n 

pjijed 11 . ’ on 


Rios tops ATP Tour rankings 




ATP Tour rankings released on Monday: 

1 . Marcelo Rios (Chi) 

2. Pete Sampras (USA) 

3. Patrick Rafter (Aus) 

4. Petr Korda (Cze) 

5. Carlos Moya (Spa) 

6. Greg Rusedski (Gbr) 

7. Jonas Bjorkman (Swe) 

8. Richard Krajicek (Ned) 

9. Andre Agassi (USA) 

10. Evgueni Kafelnikov (Rus) 

1 1 . Tim Henman (Gbr) 
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12. Alex Corretja (Spa) 

13. Karol Kucera (Slo) 

14. Albert Costa (Spa) 

15. Alberto Berasategui (Spa) 

16. Goran Ivanisevic (Cro) 

17. Thomas Enqvist (Swe) 

J8. Cfdric Pioline (Fra) 

19. Felix Mantilla (Spa) 

20. Jan Siemerink (Ned) 

21. Michael Chang (USA) 

22. Mark PhUippoussis (Aus) 

23. Magnus Gustafsson (Swe) 

24. Thomas Muster (Aut) 

25. Nicolas Kiefer (Ger) 

26. Francisco Clavet (Spa) 

27. Gustavo Kuerten (Bra) ■ 

28. Wayne Ferreira (Rsa) 

29. Fabrice Santoro (Fra) 

30. Richard Fromberg (Aus) 
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El Guerrouj 1,500 metres record ratified 


LONDON iR) — The world 1.500 metres record of three minutes 26.00 seconds set by 
Moroccan Hicham El Guerrouj in Rome on July 14 has been officially ratified by the 
international Amateur Athletic Federation (I AAF). El Guerrouj took more than a second off the 
previous mark set by Algerian Noureddine Morccli in Nice three years ago. In a statement 
released on Tuesday from its Monaco headquarters, the I AAF said it had also ratified the work! 
i women's hammer mark of 73.14 metres set bv Romanian Mihaela Mclinic in Poina Brasov on 
July 16. 


Brazil names Wanderly Luxemburgo national team coach 


RIO DE JANEIRO fAPj — Brazil's Soccer Confederation will name Corinthians coach 
Wanderly Luxemburgo to licad the national team, O Globo television reported. Luxemburg 
; will replace Mario Zagallo who led Brazil to the finals in this year's World Cup. According® 
Globo the Confederation was due to make it official on Tuesday noon at their headquarters in 
Rio. The first players for the new national team should be named some time in September for 
the three or four exhibition matches remaining this year. Luxemburgo will not Iea\e 
Corinthians before the end of the national championships." 
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Italy’s Scoglio likely to be Tunisia’s next coach 


TUNIS ( R i Italy s Francesco Scoglio w as poised to replace Henryk Kaspcrczak as Tunisia's 

national coach a soccer federation official said on Tuesday. “We have almost neared an agree- 
ment in principle with Scoglio w ho is the most liketv anions all other candidates *" the Tunisian 
Football Federation official mid Rcuten.. Scoglio. 57. has coached a number of Serie A sides 
including Bologna. Luinew.*. Genoa and Torino. He has not coached outside Italy. Tunisia 
s;^-k(M Pole Kasjvrerak after the national tcuin failed to reach the second round at this year's 
World Cup following del eats m England and Colombia. 
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Blaze vie to remain Croatian coach for another 4 years 


J /V! “■ M 1,ms u v Bla/CV L’ who suited Croatia to a bronze medal in ir> 
maiden World Cup last nionlh. will remain the national ream coach for ^Kxher four year. 

u , WC * c ; ,cnn S ,n *o ^ new cycle." Bla/evic told the dailv Spitiske 
Now. u v n Tuesday. Blu/euc. u>ok the helm of the national squad in 1993. feadine the 
Hcdghng nation to the quartcrimals of the European Championships in 1996. A keen tactician 

CJcnnnnv^ li -il S n" W '' S , K ^ rcd memorable victories over soccer giants like 
tiemi. ui>. Italy, HoIIoihI .ind Spain dunng Ins tenure. Nonetheless he was almost dumred a' 
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Sloveni^Bi IsnH • v «n its qualification croup with 

Mmund. Bosnia and Greece, u- achieved a lot. but I know that if we lose acainst Yuc^l^ 
thiit i«ir bronze will be dragged through mud." Blazevic said. galusi 
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STARTING JULY 13TH 


THE MAN IN 
THE IRON MASK 


AL ZA'EEM 


Shows: 12:30.3:15. 
6:00. 8:15. 10:30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30, 6:30, 9:30 


AL ZA'EEM 1 LETTER TO THE GOVERNOR Comedian Add Imam .. in ; Robin William*. & Matt Damar ,,, : 

ShuW*: 1S.W. MW. IU-30 •• 1 ‘ , " 1 • 

Show: 12 : 30 , 3 : 30 , 6 : 30 . 9:30 " DRACULA ij AL ZA'EEM j GOODWILL 

Shows. ’.W, 8 ..T 0 jj Shows: 1 2 : 30 , 3 : 30 , 6 : 30, 4 >: 30 1 HUNTING 

Additional shew* Thursday and [ < 3 ?SC.QFP_ ! | :: *'■ 1 ,n - ’ ' J> f i» 

Friday evening at 12:30 \ DUMB &DUMBER ! Additional slum* Thursday AL ZA'EEM 

shm-s. I and Fridav reciting at 11:30 r . wi llinpni 


The Authority in the 
Service of the People 


Starring Hisham Yancs 
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Belle helps White Sox rally past A’s 



Philadelphia Phillies Curt Schilling pitches to Arizona 
Diamondbacks center fielder Devon White during the 
second inning. Schilling shutout the Diamondbacks 
with a 3-0 complete game victory (Reuters photo) 



Milwaukee 

4 

Cincinnati 3 

Montreal 

8 

Arizona 2 

St Lonis 

2 

Chicago Cubs 1 

Houston 

11 

Philadelphia 2 

Colorado 

1 

NY Mels 4 

San Diego 

6 

Florida 5 

Pittsburgh 

2 

Los Angeles 1 

Atlanta 

7 

San Francisco 5 


CHICAGO (R) — Albeit 
Belle put his name alongside 
7 those of Hall of Fameis Babe 
Ruth, Lou Gehrig and 
Jimmie Foxx with an RBI 
double as the Chicago White 
' Sox rallied to defeat the 
Oakland Athletics 5-3 on 
Monday. 

Belle became just the 
fourth player in major-league 
: history to collect at least 30 
: 'borne runs and 100 runs bat- 
ted in for seven straight sea- 
~ sons when be hit a nm-scor- 
■' mg double in the fourth 

inning . 

‘‘Albert is simply an amaz- 
ing hitter,” teammate Robin 
Ventura said “But he's also 
one of the hardest workers I 
know. 

He comes prepared every 
day.” 

“It's quite a thrill to watch 
Albert’s focus all year long,” 
said Chicago manager Jerry 
Manuel of his moody slug- 
ger’s season, which includes 
a domestic battery charge. 
“He’s one of the premier 
players in the game and he’s 
overcome a lot to stand out 
and take charge even when 
we struggle." 

The former Cleveland 
Indian averaged 39 homers 
and 122 RBI in his previous 
six seasons. He has 35 home 
runs and 100 RBI in 117 
games this year. 

Belle’s double cut 
Oakland's lead to 3-2 and 
Ventura’s two-run homer 
with two-out in die sixth 
inning off Kenny Roger (1 1- 
5) gave Chicago the lead 

“I felt better at the plate the 
last couple of days” said 
Ventura, who was 4-for-28 
(.154) in his previous eight 
games. 

“I was able to connect on 
Kenny’s fastball, which is 
nice because he’s one of the 
better ones out there.” 

Inn Parque (3-4) combined 
with fellow rookie Bob 


his first win in eight starts. 

“I made some adjustments 
before my start tonight” 
Parque said “I shortened my 
stride and that made a differ- 
ence. I didn’t have to use a 
lot of energy tonight I've 
been working on that and 
Fve been concentrating hard- 


er on my pitches.’’ 

Howry tossed two perfect 
innings and Simas recorded 
his 13th save in 17 tries by 
pitching a l-2r3 ninth. 

In New York, the Yankees 
continued to overwhelm 


homered in a 7-3 victory 
over the Minnesota Twins. 

The Yankees improved the 
major leagues’ best home 
record to 43-8. They have 
won five straight overall for 
the seventh time this season, 
outscoring opponents 48-12 
during the streak. 


“I’m very amazed at what's 
going on.” said manager Joe 
Tone. “I’m just proud of the 
way the ballclub goes out 
there and wants to win every 
day instead of laying down 
and coasting." 

The Yankees’ 17 1/2-game 
lead in the American League 
East is their largest since they 
topped the AX, by .18 games 
during the 1941 season. 

Irabu (11-5) struck out four 
and walked two in his third 
straight solid outing. Since 
losing to the White Sox on 
July 25, the Japanese right- 
hander has allowed only six 
runs and 10 hits over 22 
innings for a 2.45 ERA. 


Brosius reached Frank 
Rodriguez (1-2) for a two- 
run shot in the fourth to 
extend the Yankees' lead to 
4-0. and Williams added a 
solo shot in the seventh for a 
seven-run advantage. 

Matt Lawton hit a three- 
run homer in the eighth for 
Minnesota, which has 

dropped eight of its last nine 
games. 

At Tampa Bay, Juan 

Guzman combined with 

three relievers on a three-hit- 
ter and Cal Ripken made a 
stellar defensive play as the 
surging Baltimore Orioles 
edged the Devil Rays 2-1. 

Guzman (8-12), making 
his second start since he was 
acquired from Toronto just 
prior to the July 31 trade 
deadline, gave up one run 
and three hits over 5 2/3 
innin gs, walking two and 
striking out two. 

The right-hander is 4-0 
with a microscopic 0.67 
ERA in his last four starts, 
yielding just two earned runs 
and 17 hits in 27 innings. 

Alan Mills pitched 1 1/3 
scoreless innings and Jesse 
Orosco tossed the eighth 
before Armando Benitez set 
down the side in order in the 
ninth for his 16th save in 17 
chances. 

In the eighth inning. 
Ripken prevented the tying 
run from scoring by diving to 
his right to snag a sharp 
grounder from Fred McGriff, 
then throwing McGriff out 
from his knees to end the 
inning. 

In Detroit, Omar Olivares 
allowed two runs over seven 
innings for his first win in 10 
starts and Gary DiSancina 
had two hits and two RBI as 
the Anaheim Angels handed 
die Tigers their seventh 
straight loss, 6-2. 

Olivares .(6-8), a former 
Tiger, scattered six hits with 
four walks and six strikeouts 
to snap a personal six-game 
losing streak and notch his 
first win since June 17. 

Detroit's Frank Castillo (3- 
8) surrendered six runs and 
11 hits over seven innings, 
falling to 1-7 in his last 12 
starts. 


Howry and Bill Simas on a 
four-hitter. Parque gave up opponents as Hideki Irabu 
three runs and four hits while , allowed two hits over seven 
walking three juad striking scoreless innings and Scott 
out five over six innings for Brosius and Bemie Williams 


Record or cash could be Gebrselassie’s tricky choice 
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ZURICH (R) — Haile Gebrselassie may be tom between a wodd 
record and a SI raflficm jackpot at foe richest meeting in athletics on 
Wednesday. 

Faced with some of the world's leading distance runners in 
Kenyan Paul Texgat, Morocco’s Khalid Boulami and Germany’s 
Dieter Baumann, the Ethiopian holder of the 5,000 and 10.000 
world marks knows record bids can be risky. 

Gebrselasae, who smashed the 5,000 mark in a pulsating night of 
action in Zurich last yean cannot afford 10 take too many chances 
r : chasing the clock and may have to concentrate on just beating his 
rivals. 

That is because he is one of five athletes still in the hunt for the 
SI million prize to be shared between anyone who wins all seven 
rounds of their evan in the Golden League series. 

American 400 metres hurdler Bryan Bronson, middle-distance 
runner Hicham El Gueooqj, sprinter Marion Jones and women's 
400 specialist Charity Opara are the others in contention for the 
bonus in this fourth and most glamorous leg. 

Last year, Zurich witnessed an historic few hours of athletics with 
wodd records from Kenya’s Wilson Beat Kipketer in the steeple- 
chase, a brilliant 800 record from Denmark’s Wilson Kipketer and 
; Gebrselassie's 5,000 best of 12:41.86. 


Gebrselassie, who improved his record to 12:3936 in Helsinki in 
June, was pushed all the way in one of the greatest 5,000 races of 
all rime by Kenyan world champion Daniel Komen, Teigat, 
Boulami and Baumann. 

Komen, who has decided to run shorter distances this year to 
sharpen his speed, will not be clashing with Gebrselassie this rime. 
He has opted for the 12500 where he wiD meet Moroccan El 
Guenouj and Spain’s former Olympic champion Fermin Cache. 

Few believe the distance runners can repeat last year’s trio of 
records but the 5.000, the last evening of the meeting, is expected 
to be one of the highlights. 

The men's 100 metres, so often a Ingh-class affair in Zurich in the 
past, has been greatly weakened by the decision by American wodd 
champion Maurice Greene and Trinidad’s Ato BokJon. 200 world 
champion, to miss the meeting alter failing to agree terms with the 
promoter. 

Olympic champion Donovan Bafley and fellow Canadian Bruny 
Sunn are in the field, with Namibia's Olympic salver medallist 
Frankie Fredericks and Britain's world junior champion Christian 
Malcolm. World champion Jones, who looked sharp in Monaco at 
the weekend with a 100 metres victory in 10.72 seconds, believes 
she can run 10.70 in Zurich because the trade is so fast. 
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fam {Ear ulngan daring world War 
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icver forced to act, or passed 
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ion later. The double of five 
i served no purpose bat, cam- 
d with West's subsequent 
ce, hud fateful “ *- 


hajr. 

ainst abr spades West led the 
of dabs, a normal salvo that 
d have been made even had 
not doubled five dubs. Dedar- 
m in dummy and had only one 
js. to squeeze West in the red 
(It was too much to hope that 
would hold both the ace and 
i of diamonds as well as the 
and queen of dubs and still 
started with a preempt) 
m so, declarer would probably 

gone wrong by leading a dia- 
I to the jack had West been 
e in the auction. In view of 
a doable of five dubs, West 
1 surely have doubled five dia- 
ls bad that defender held the 
So at trick two dedarer led a 
jnd and, when East followed 
osa with the king, 
en that held, dedarer drew 
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rer won the heart return with 
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be rest of the tramps. Farced 
Id the queen of diamonds to 
I against declarer's jack. West 
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EXECUTIVE secretary 

required for British General Manager of International Company In 
West Amman. 

« Must be capable of excellent translation English/ Arabic 

and Arabie/Engfish, and able to organise an office; 

• Smart, capable, responsible character, preferably 
University educated, computer literate. 

• Immediate opening. Please tax CV to the General Manager 
at 5529345 


FOF* FUEMX 

FURNISHED APARTMENT IN SHMEISANI 

Two bedrooms, living room, private telephone, 
satellite, private entrance, maintained garden, 
water & heating inclusive. 



FOR RENT 


Semi furnished villa. Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining 
room, living room, 3 bathrooms, garage, independence 
e nterance and garden back round with trass, telephone, 
condition. 

For interesting: AI-Rabia — Amman 

Tel.: 5524515 


Moving Sale 

Furniture, Kids items, Electric items, 
all imprted from U.S.A. 
and in excellent condition. 


Call: 079-58089 
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Arab Junior Swimming Championships 

Jordan adds two more medals 
as Egypt dominates races 



Jordanian Olympic Committee (JOC) Secretary General hands a gold medal- to 
Algeria’s 50m freestyle champion Raoof Ben Obeid (Photo by Abdullah Ayoub) 


By Roufan Nahhas 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Jordan won 
two more medals Tuesday 
on the second day of the 
fifth Arab Junior 
- Swimming Championships 
at A1 Hussein Youth City. 

The Kingdom's girls 
team won a silver medal 
after securing second place 
in the 4x100 freestyle relay 
in the Under- 14 category 
while their Under-I6 team- 
mates won a bronze in the 
4x100 freestyle relay. 

The Egyptian team, 
which came in first, 
showed a better perfor- 
mance although the 
Jordanians tried their 
utmost to overcome their 
opponents. 

The Jordanian Under- 14 
team included: Farah 

Younes, Dima Ghneim, 
Sandi Zuraik and Rasha 
Ghosheh. The Under- 16 
team includes Tala Khouri, 
Hana Majaj, Bass ant 

Zeitoun and Rania 
Ghosheh. 

Coach Ali Nawwas con- 
gratulated the team and 
hoped for better perfor- 
mances in the coming two 
days. 

“I am so proud with our 
team's achievements as we 
have so far clinched one 
silver and one bronze," 
Nawwas told the Jordan 
Times. 

Jordan’s Sadeq Damrah 
had captured the first 
bronze medal after secur- 
ing third place in the 1 00m 
breaststroke on the opening 
day of the event in which 
12 countries are taking part 
-in swimming, water polo 
and diving competitions. 

’ “We are doing our best in 
this competition and we 


still need more experience 
to take on the champions 
Egypt" he added. 

Throughout Tuesday's 
events, the Egyptian team 
clinched four more gold 
medals. 

Egypt's Ahmed Khalil 
came in first in 50m 
freestyle clocking 24.55, 
Jordan's Saed aT Nasser 
came seventh with 28.34. 

Egypt’s Mahmoud 
Alwani clocked 24.52 in 
50m freestyle and took the 
gold medal. Jordan did not 
participate in this event. 

In the girls' 200m back- 
stroke Egypt’s Amineb 
Abed A1 Hafez took the 
first place with 2:33.99, 
while Jordan's Bassant 
Zaitoun was disqualified 
because of a technical 


error. 

Zaitoun said it was a mis- 
take for not paying much 
attention during the race. 

Jordan’s only hope Omar 
Dallal did not look at his 
best in today’s event as he 
came in the fourth place in 
200m clocking 4:57.56. 

Algeria took the gold 
medal in 50m freestyle 
clocking 26.98, while 
Jordan’s George- Khouri 
came seventh with 30.59. 

Egypt’s Hani A1 Tair who 
took the gold in 200m 
freestyle expressed satis- 
faction that “organisation 
is good but they should 
have brought electronic 
tixningjnachines and not do 
it manually,” he told the 
Jordan limes. 

Tunisia secured a gold 


medal with Salma Ai Yaji 
clocking 2:32.35 in the 
200m backstroke. 

Morocco’s Faten Lohshi 
took first place in 100m 
freestyle clocking 1:17.72 
while Jordan's Dana 
Abioqah came seventh 
clocking 2:32,65. 

The August 10-16 event 
groups swimmers from 
Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Egypt, Algeria, Oman, 
Iraq, Syria, Qatar, Tunisia, 
Palestine, Morocco in addi- 
tion to Jordan. 

Held under the Patronage 
of Her Royal Highness 
Princess Rania, the cham- 
pionship is the first of 
many in preparation for the 
upcoming Pan-Arab 
Games which will be held 
in Amman 1999. 


£ 


Monaco president rules out 
Henry transfer to Arsenal 


PARIS (AP) — Striker Thierry Henry, 
a member of France’s World Cup win- 
ning squad, will not be granted his 
wish to move to English champion 
Arsenal, the president of French club 
Monaco said. 

Henry, who has four years left on his 
contract with Monaco, said over the 
weekend that he had left several mes- 
sages on the Monaco president's 
answering machine, pleading for talks. 

But the cliib president, Jean-Louis 
Carapora, said in an interview pub- 
lished Tuesday by the magazine 
France Football that he recently met 
with Arsenal vice-president David 
Dein in London and told him Henry’s 
transfer was out of the question. 

“Arsenal is and always has been 


interested (in Henry),’’ Campora was 
quoted as saying. “Met Dein in 
London and he asked me if Henry was 
free and I said no. Thai's that." 

Campora pointed the finger at 
Henry's two agents, saying they were 
purposely trying to unsettle the player, 
and that they had been talking to 
Arsenal without Monaco’s consent. 

“I’m convinced that this umpteenth 
attempr at intimidation is the work of 
the agents," Campora said. 

He added that he planned to file an 
official complaint about the agents' 
behavior with FIFA, soccer's world 
governing body. 

Campora said he would meet with 
Henry in the next two weeks and offer 
him an extended contract, with a high- 


er salary. 

Henry, a close friend of Arsenal's 
French striker Nicolas Anelka, says he 
wants to move to England for profes- 
sional reasons, not financial ones. He 
is also being targeted by top Spanish 
clubs. 

Henry, 21. said his agents had done 
nothing wrong. 

“I’m being depicted as a baby, as if I 
can’t make a decision on my own at 
my age,” he told France Football. “I 
just want to leave, that’s all.” 

Arsenal coach Arsene Wenger has 
said he wants to sign a striker to boost 
his squad for the coming season, after 
failing to agree terras with Dutch 
international Patrick Kluivert. 


VILLA FOR RENT 

Total area: 450 sq.m. 

Second Floor: 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms and 
master bedroom. Large L-shape salon, living room, 
dining lounge and a big kitchen. 

First Floor: 1 bedroom and bathroom. Other 
facilities: Storage &. laundry room. 

Location: Shmeisani, beside Republic of China 
Embassy. 

Tel: 5539763 — Mobile (079-90125) 


APARTMENT FOR RENT 

A deluxe furnished welhequiped apartment in a quiet 
residential area In Swelfieh. 

3 bedrooms, living room, dining room, large sitting room, 
kitchen, 3 bathrooms, air-conditioning, satellite TV and pri- 
vate garage. Available for rent from 1st September 1998 and 
would suit either a diplomat or high class businessperson. 
Contact the owner (5810834) 


Unique Studio Made 
Completly 

From Wood 

For Couples Only.,500 US. $ 
Next To The Marriot Hot ..Tel. 5665468 



FOR RENT IN SHMEISANI, 
BEHIND AL COMMODORE HOTEL 

furnished apartment, 3 bedrooms, flat - 
3rd floor, elevator, telephone and satellite, 
central heating. Annual rent only. 


Please contact Tel.: 5660600 


SEEKING FOR A SENIOR 
MANAGEMENT POSITION 

A Jordanian outstanding professional with 25 years 
experience in the fields of finance, accounting, 
auditing, personnel and administration, standard 
policies and procedures for a very large joint stock 
companies and other private sector companies in 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia seeks a Senior Manage- 
ment Position with a large company. 

Interested companies please call 
Tel.: 09-3652219 or 09-990977 


©Turino^l 


COOL & AFFORDABLE 


Can you re 
better atm 




nwhere, 

littUT??? 

Fojr sudfflgood quality? 







1 st - Cafe ©Torino 

Sweifiyeh 5863944 ^ 


I 















i2 News 


Jordan Times, Wednesday, August 12, 1998 



U.N. rejects Iraqi charges 
on medical contracts 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— The United Nations on 
Monday rejected Iraqi asser- 
tions that the United Stales and 
Britain wens preventing the 

approval of much-needed 
medical supplies for Iraq. 

Iraqi Health Minister Umid 
Midhat Mubarak slammed 
US. and British representa- 
tives on the UJV. Sanctions 
Committee on Monday for 
using “stupid pretexts" to 
block medical supply con- 
tracts. 

'The American and British 
representatives always block 


the contracts presented to the 
committee by evoking stupid 
and insignificant pretexts," the 
minister said in an interview 
with the ruling Baaih Party 
newspaper A1 Thawra. 

The Sanctions Committee 
examines all contracts for sup- 
plies bought under the oil-for- 
foctd programme which allows 
sanctions-hit Iraq to sell a lim- 
ited amount of oil in return for 
basic foodstuffs and medical 
supplies. 

'The hindrances caused by 
the American and British rep- 
resentatives have meant that 


only 0.5 per cent of the medi- 
cines ordered during the third 
phase of the oil-for-food pro- 
gramme [January- June 199S] 
have been delivered to Iraq.” 
the minister said. 

However. U.N. spokesman 
John Mills told AFP that the 
Sanctions Committee had 
approved $179 million wwth 
of medical supplies in the third 
phase of the programme. 

A total SI. 7 million worth 
had been put on hold, he said, 
noting that “this means less 
than one per cent of the total 
approved" 


Thyssen says Iraq pump 


sales are ‘old matter’ 


ESSEN (R) — German indus- 
trial giant Thyssen said on 
Tuesday information recently 
revealed by Iraq about illegal 
equipment sales to the country 
almost 10 years ago con- 
cerned a well known case that 
had already been investigated 
A letter Iraqi Deputy Prime 
Minister Tareq Aziz sent 
recently to the U.N. Security 
Council apparently inadver- 
tently mentioned thyssen as 
the supplier of turbo pumps 
that could be used in rocket 


motors. 

The shipment of the pumps 
in 1990 was halted after 
German officials revoked 
export permits and later led to 
suspended sentences against 
three company officials. “It's 
really an old matter" said 


Thyssen spokesman Alfred 
Wewers. 

The case resurfaced when 
Aziz wrote that Iraq would no 
longer cooperate with the 
U.N. Special Commission 
(UNSCOMl in charge of dis- 
mantling Iraq's weapons of 
mass destnretiorc 

In an appendix to his letter. 
Aziz listed 29 questions he 
said were asked by a member 
of the U.N. team "regarding 
the receiving of the foreign 
turbo-pump for the test run on 
September 1989." 

One question asked whether 
the pumps had been tested in 
Germany — revealing the 
country of origin, something 
Iraq and U.N. arms inspectors 
usually do not disclose. 

Another asked: “Were the 


packings original Thyssen 
packings?” — disclosing, pre- 
sumably inadvertently, that 
the firm apparently sent the 
pump. 

Wewers said the Thyssen 
unit that made the pumps 
thought they would be used in 
Iraq's oil industry. “We have 
been in that business for 30 
years,” he said. 

In seeding the 1993 court 
case, one of the Thyssen exec- 
utives admitted he went ahead 
with the sale even after it 
became dear the pumps, built 
to Iraqi specifications, were 
meant for military use. The 
pumps can be used to increase 
the pressure of rocket propel- 
lants as they enter the com- 
bustion chamber. 


Israel probes penetration 
of south Lebanon base 


TEL AVIV' (AFP) — The 
Israeli army has launched an 
investigation into how an elite 
paratroop unit allowed an 
Islamist to penetrate an outpost 
in occupied south Lebanon, 
scuffle with soldiers there and 
then escape. 

An army spokesman said 
Tuesday the probe was opened 
after the incident Sunday at the 
Sujud outpost in the eastern 
sector of the buffer zone occu- 
pied by Israeli forces and the 
allied South Lebanon Aimv 
(SLA). 

The spokesman declined to 
provide further details until the 
investigation is completed. 

But accounts in Israeli news- 
papers say a member of the 


Hizbollah armed with an auto- 
matic rifle and two grenades 
penetrated and wandered 
around the Sujud base despite 
the presence of an elite para- 
troop uniL 

The Hizbollah member 
eventually came face-to-face 
with one paratrooper and the 
two fought hand-to-hand 
before other soldiers arrived 
and shot the intruder, who then 
succeeded in fleeing, leaving 
his weapons behind. 

According to one account 
the Islamist even raised a 
Hizbollah flag in the com- 
pound and may have stolen 
classified communications 
equipment during his walka- 
bout 


“A paratrooper force cannot 
be surprised in such a way. this 
could have been a terrible cata- 
strophe." one senior officer 
from Israel's northern com- 
mand told the Yediot Aharonot 


newspaper. 

"It is unacceptable that a unit 
of this level and size was 
unable to capture or kill a ter- 
rorist who infiltrated its sec- 
tor.” another high-ranking 
commander in south Lebanon 
told the daily Maariv. 

The forward outpost at Sujud 
is normally manned by the 
SLA. a Lebanese force which 
helps Israel patrol its self- 
declared security zone in south 
Lebanon. 


Saudis to surf Internet by year-end 


DUBAI <R) — Saudis should 
finally be able to gel local 
access to the Internet by 
year's end now that the 
authorities have pm in place 
"firewalls" barring access to 
sites they deem offensive. 

The Riyadh-based King 
Abdul Aziz City for Science 
and Technology iKACSTi 
was due to decide in 
September which firms 
should be issued with service 
provider licences. Fahad A1 
Hoymany at the institute's 
Internet department said on 
Tuesday. 

At present people living in 
Saudi Arabia can only access 
the Internet by making expen- 
sive international calls to 
Internet Service Providers 
fISPs) in neighbouring stales. 


like Bahrain. 

“The service is expected to 
be provided by the end of the 
year...and that's when the 
public can dial up to their ISP 
and use the service." 
Hoymany told Reuters by 
telephone. 

He said it was still undecid- 
ed how many firms from a 
total of 71 that had been pre- 
qualified would receive a 
licence. 

Analysts said opening up 
local access to the Internet in 
Saudi Arabia had been 
delayed due to concerns that 
users could access porno- 
graphic sites or others 
deemed harmful to the king- 
dom's conservative traditions. 

Hoymany said KACST. 
which is to act as the king- 


dom's sate way m the 
Internet, had set up "fire- 
walls" that would block 
access rn sue ; considered sen- 
sitive. 

Other Gulf .Arab states 
where the Internet b aireadv 
available block access to cer- 
tain vveh sites deemed offen- 


sive. 

Analysis have suggested 

there could be further delays 
because Saudi Arabia’s 
creaky telephone system may 
not he able to cope with the 
new demands bv Internet 


users. 

Hoymany sard Saudi 
Telecommunications Co., a 
newly established private 

company, was vetting up 
servers across the country to 
handle the data traffic. 



SURAYA COOLS OFF: Suraya, a Bengal tiger, receives a midday shower from her 
Kuwaiti owner Vmm Mohammad, Tuesday in Kuwait City. Temperatures reached a 
high of over 45 degrees Celsius in Kuwait and the rest of the region (AFP photo) 


LARGEST MIDEAST SHOE MANUFACTURING CENTRE: A Palestinian girl poses with an oversized shoe at the 
opening of the Hebron Shoe Festival on Tuesday. Better known as a hotbed of Palestinian opposition to Israeli set- 
tlement, the West Bank town of Hebron is also, according to the promotional literature, the largest shoe manufac- 
turing centre in the Middle EasL Ironically the town exports most of its products to Israel (AFP photo) 


Calling on Mandela to help rescue peace process 


Arafat offers to help track down 
American embassies’ bombers 


CAPE TOWN (AFP) — 
Palestinian President Yasser 
Arafat on Tuesday con- 
demned the twin explosions 
at LIS. embassies in Kenya 
and Tanzania last week and 
said he would help track 
down the bombers. 

On the first day of a three- 
day state visit to South 
Africa, Arafat also said he 
foresaw a role for president 
Nelson Mandela in the 
Middle East peace process 
and called on South Africa to 
help rescue it. 

South African Deputy 
President Thabo Mbeki. 
meanwhile, used the occa- 
sion of Arafat's visit to 
launch a broadside at Israeli 
Prime Minister Bcnyumin 
Netanyahu, accusing him of 
"buying time" to pursue his 
own agenda rather than 
working towards peace in 
the Middle East. 

Speaking to reporters after 
holding talks here with 
Mandela. Arafat condemned 
as “terrorism" the bombings 
in Nairobi and Dar Es 
Salaam, which killed more 
than 20H people and injured 
more than 5.000. 

“We condemned it com- 
pletely and we are against all 
this completely." he .said. 
"We are looking fur a just 
peace everywhere " 

Asked who he believed 
vv;:s responsible. Arafat said: 
“Until now we don’t know, 
but vve arc trying to coordi- 
nate with our friends to find 
out who is behind these ter- 
rorist attacks." 


Mbeki. speaking after 
holding private talks with 
Arafat, said he found it “sur- 
prising” that Netanyahu had 
not embraced a U.S. propos- 
al — accepted by Arafat's 
Palestinian Authority — 
aimed at enhancing (he 
peace process. 

“It seems to us that all that 
Neianvahu is doing i.s trying 
to buy time to implement his 
programmes, rather than 
working for peace for the 
whole Middle East region,” 
Mbeki said. 

Arafat was reticent to 
reveal the content of his dis- 
cussions with Mandela, but 
told the SAPA news agency 
the Middle East peace 
process had been on the 
agenda, in particular a possi- 
ble role for Mandela. 

“Wc spoke frankly about 
that.” he said, but declined to 
say what he believed that 
role to be. Speaking after 
meeting Inkalha Freedom 
Party leader Mangosuthu 
Buthelczi. the home affairs 
minister. Arafat said 
Palestine needed South 
Africa's help "so Dial wc can 
save this peace process.” 

Mandela has in the past 
offered to share His experi- 
ence of the South African 
peace process with Middle 
Erast negotiators but has 
rejected a more direct role, 
preferring to back a U.S. ini- 
tiative and guidelines for 
peace set out in the Oslo 
accord. 

The South African leader 
has on three 



Palestinian President Yas&er AHfSf and South African 
President Nelson Mandela pause for a snapshot while 
strolling through the gardens of Tuynhuis in Cape Town, 
Tuesday (AFP photo) 


occasions 


planned trips to Israel and 
Palestine but has each time 
called off the visit for one 
reason or another. 

In recent months. South 
Africa has sharply criticised 
Israel’s settlement activities, 
which brought tlic Ismcli- 
Paiestinion peace process to 
a halt 17 months ago, and 
has called on Israel to with- 
draw from occupied 

Palestinian land. 

Arafat, wearing military 
khakis and his trademark 
checked kuffiych. was wel- 
comed to Mandela's 

Tiivitliuys office here airly 
Tuesday with u 21 -gun 
salute, a naval guard of hun- 
oui and the conferring of 
South Africa's highest deco- 
ration. the Order of Good 
Hope. 


The decoration was award- 
ed. according to the citation, 
for his contribution to the 
ami-apartheid struggle. 

Arafat in turn honoured his 
South African counterpart 
with the Palestinian 
Authority's highest award, 
the Star of Holy Jerusalem. 

Mandela, who towered 
above his visitor, had to bend 
low so Arafat could place the 
award around his neck. 

During the proceedings, a 
bilateral declaration of intent 
on health and education was 
signed by South .African 
Foreign Minister Alfred Nzo 
and the chief negotiator in 
the Palestinc-Isracli peace 
talks. Sacb Erekat. 

Arafat was to be feted by 
Mandela at a banquet 
Tuesday nielli. 


Arafat victorious over legislators, 
loses on credibility among his people 


By Mona Eitahawy 
Raffert 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 

— President Yasser Arafat's 
cabinet reshuffle v. .. a victiTy 
over disgruntled legislators at 
the cost of credibility among 
Palestinians increasingly dis- 
enchanted with the way their 
president governs, analysts 
said. 

Ararat's cabinet changes, 
approved on Sunday bv the 
P.dcstinun legislative 

Council (PLO dominated by 
hiv Fateh faction, were less an 
effort to pit his political house 
in order after corruption 
charges and more a show of 
nniscle-fiexmg. they said. 

The president shuffled port- 
folios, but kep all ministers — 

including those accused in an 
auditor's report and u parlia- 
mentary probe of corruption 

— in the cabinet 

"Arafat comes inn as winner 
in the competition with the 
council," said Palestinian ana- 
lyst Khalil Stokaki. 

‘The PLC vote to accept his 
cabinet strengthened him visi- 
bly. It didn't help him in terms 
or credibility among 
Palestinians or in terms of the 
confidence people may have 
in him to take necewwv mea- 


sures tn correct the situation 
with regards to corruption." Ik' 
added. 

lawmakers had been shout- 
ing ftv change since die 1997 
auditor's report and a scathing 
parliamentary inquiry that 
alleged that corruption, mis- 
management and waste were 
rampant in Antal's Palestinian 
National Authority. 

.After reneging, on several 
promises to reform, it 
appeared last week as if Arafat 
had fin. illy settled on a new 
look for the government, 
which rules in mrr.t pf CJ: i/a 
and parts of the West B.tnk 
under interim pence deals with 
Israel. 

But as lie read out his "new" 
cabinet list, it quickly Kx;ime 
apparent there was little that 
hud changed other than its 
size. 

Lawmaker w'taj by 55-28 
to accept the new cabinet- 'Hie 
margin was assured, analysts 
said, because Wi of the W PLC 
members belong in Faich and 
24 of the new ministers are 
lawmakers, 

'The PLC is going to be 
much weaker, more co-uptal 
by the president" Palestinian 
analyst and former peace 
negotiator Ghass.ni A! Kh-ittib 
mkf Reuters. 


‘The council will have great 
difficulty opposing and criti- 
cising... In the public eve. the 
council failed to hold tiie cabi- 
net accountable because 
Arafat bought some outspoken 
members," lie stud. 

The reshuffle may have 
gained Aralat a stronger pres- 
ent in the PLC but it cost him 
two ministers who resigned in 
disgust anti may whittle away 
public support. 

Honan Ashrawi. probably 
tin* most internationally recog- 
nised Palestinian after Arafat 
and Abdul Jawad Saleh quit 
the cabinet just a day after die 
president announced die si tape 
•ilthe reshuffle. 

Ashrawi and Saleh cited 
insufficient reform, dealing a 
further public relations blow to 
Arafat at a time when his 
peace moves with Israel arc 
frozen and opinion polls show 
nave Palestinians think Ills 
government Ls inefficient. 

A poll relea?-cd on the same 
day lawmakers voted to accept 
the new cabinet found tiiai 
56.8 per cent of Palestinians 
believed the reshuffle would 
not improve (lie cabinet's per* 
formanec. 

The Jerusalem Media and 
Communication Centre poll of 
1.204 PalcMinians found tlwt 


7 1 .3 per cent of those surveyed 
believed that corruption in 
A ratal's government would 
either increase or remain the 
same after the shake-up. 

The president's critics had 
urged a new- look government 
that would not only root out 
corruption but also send Israel 
a message that Palestinian pol- 
itics were strong enough to 
herald in an independent state 
next year. 

Arafat has vowed to declare 
n state next May. the deadline 
under Oslo interim peace 
accords for finding a perma- 
nent .settlement between Israel 
and the Palestinians. 

“We need a deeper, more 
comprehensive and more scri- 
**us view. Wc still need a 
change in the ealrinet. nor just 
adjustment whatever its 
size and this need will increase 
in urgency as we get closer to 
May 4. 1999." TalaJ Okal said 
in Al Ayyam daily. 

Analyst Shikaki said: "Wc 
need a strong council if w e are 
ever to he taken seriously by 
Israel. Tills was the wW* 
message, ft said that Arafat is 
the only one who matters and 
that he can completely disre- 
p)rd the council and always 
find a way to undermine its 
collective wish." 


Court defends 
teacher’s nudity 


STOCKHOLM (R) — A 
Swedish teacher who 
stripped naked to give her 
class self-confidence has 
won her legal battle for 
compensation for unfair 
dismissal. The teacher was 
sacked a year ago for shed- 
ding her clothes in front of 
a class of unemployed 
women at Kristinehamn's 
adult education coliege, (he 
Swedish news agency TT 
reported. She told Karlstad 
court in central Sweden 
that she had decided to 
teach her class naked to 
help strengthen her pupils’ 
self-confidence, the agency 
said. The court ordered her 
former employer. 

Varmland County Council, 
to pay SI 8.500 in damages. 


Pope enters 
world of Internet 


VATICAN CITY (R) — 
Pope John Paul will lake 
his message to millions of 
cyberspace Catholics from 
next week when Internet 
users around the globe will 
hear his teachings live via 
their computers, the 
Vatican said. The web site 
is http://www.vatica.va. 
The new service will take 
off on August 15, which 
Catholics celebrate as the 
Feast of the Assumption. 
The world's one billion 
Roman Catholics will be 
able to hear and see the 
pontiff recite his Angelus 
prayer on Sundays, con- 
duct his general audience 
on Wednesdays and follow 
other ceremonies in the 
Vatican as well as the 
Pope's travels abroad. 


Queen honours 
British poet 
Ted Hughes 


LONDON fR) — Britain’s 
poet laureate Ted Hughes 
has been appointed a mem- 
ber of the Order of Merit a 
special mark of honour 
awarded by Queen 
Elizabeth to individuals of 
exceptional distinction. 
British newspapers report- 
ed. The order, founded in 
1902 by Edward VII. has 
just 24 members, including 
Baroness Margaret 

Thatcher. Lucian Freud and 
Nelson Mandela. It is a 
personal gift of the queen 
and can be awarded only 
when a former recipient 
dies. 


‘Free Willy’ whale, 
Keiko, on his 
way to freedom 


SEATTLE (R) — Keiko. 
celebrated killer whale star 
in the movie “Free Willy." 
will take a major step 
towards returning to the 
open ocean next month 
when he is flown from 
Oregon to a new home in 
Iceland, officials said. 
Pending U.S. Air Force 
approval, Keiko will lake 
off on September 9 from 
Newport. Oregon, aboard a 
C-17 Glohcmnsier III aero- 
plane bound for the 
Westman Islands in 
Iceland, where a specially 
built floating pen is waiting 
tor him, the officials of the 
Free Willy Keiko 
Foundation said. 


Ex-White House 
intern convicted 
of stalking George 
Stephanopouios 


NEW YORK(AFP) — 
George Stephanopouios. a 
one-time adviser to 
President Bill Clinton, has 
his own prohlcms with a 
former White House intern, 
according La court proceed- 
ings. Tangcla Burkhart. 30. 
was found guilty Friday of 
harassing Stephanopouios 
and ordered to cease hav« 
ing contact with him- 
Burkhart had been accused 
of systematically stalking 
Stephanopouios along Ne w 
York streets, outside his 
home or while on private 
appointments and on trips- 
She also sent him letters 
twice weekly, according to 
court documents. 
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